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IF YOU HAVE THE WILL TO LOSE THE WEIGHT, 
WE HAVE THE WAY: THE OBALON BALLOON SYSTEM. 


The first and only swallowable, FDA-approved, non-surgical balloon system for 
weight loss. 


HOW DO YOU GET THE TREATMENT? 


VISIT OBALON.COM 


A capsule containing a small , . 
balloon is swallowed Ones in G ET 
the stomach, it’s inflated. YOUR 
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The Obalon Balloon System is intended for adults with a body mass index (BMI) of 30 to 40 kg/m? willing to follow a diet and 
exercise program. All Obalon balloons must be removed in 6 months. Patients with prior weight loss surgeries are not eligible. The 
most common side effects reported were mild abdominal pain and nausea which typically resolved within two weeks. You must 
take daily acid-blocking medicine prescribed by your doctor. For full Important Safety Information go to www.Obalon.com/safety- 


information or call your doctor. 
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THE TAMPA TWO 


a Southern-fried rematch, a confluence of 
history and tradition, a gathering of two 
audacious fan bases and yet another example of 
how predictably unpredictable the road to glory can become. 


One year after lighting up the desert with a show-stopping 
contest that left everyone limp with exhaustion, it’s the SEC 
champion Alabama Crimson Tide (14-0) against the ACC 
champion Clemson Tigers (13-1) in tonight’s College Football 
Playoff National Championship at Raymond James Stadium. 


In football vernacular, it’s the Tampa Two. 


“It’s the game we wanted all along,” Clemson senior linebacker 
Ben Boulware said. “You couldn’t look this far ahead. But this is 
what we wanted.” 


“Clemson gave us one heck of a challenge last season,” 
Alabama coach Nick Saban said. “| can’t imagine it will be any 
different this time.” 


Last season’s ultimate duel at Glendale, Arizona — Alabama 
45, Clemson 40 — resonated with its high-energy, back-and- 
forth style. It featured typical Alabama hard-bitten resilience 
along with some high-stakes imagination when Saban 
successfully executed an onside kick that no one saw coming. 
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It spotlighted a Clemson program that refused to blink and an 
unforgettable performance by quarterback Deshaun Watson 
(478 total yards, 405 passing, 73 rushing, four touchdowns). 


And now ... the sequel. 


For Alabama, it’s also the game within a game, a competition 
against history. The Crimson Tide is seeking their fifth national 
championship in the past eight seasons. Saban, who won the 
2003 BCS title at LSU, is chasing his sixth national title, which 
would tie him with Alabama’s legendary Bear Bryant for the 
most in the Associated Press poll era (1936-present). 


For Clemson, it’s the chance to join the storied 1981 Tiger team 
as national champions. 


It’s the same familiar brand-name programs, the same 
household-name head coaches and many of the same 
electrifying players. Can we expect the same type of game? 
Maybe yes, maybe no. 


“Every season is its own entity,’ Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney said. “Every season has its own unique qualities and 
its own path.” 


Clemson cleared its path with a 31-O domination of the Big Ten 
Conference’s Ohio State Buckeyes in the PlayStation Fiesta 


Bowl, handing Buckeyes coach Urban Meyer the first shutout 
defeat in his 194-game career as a Football Bowl Subdivision 
head coach. Clemson’s defense was dominant, limiting the 
Buckeyes to 215 total yards and producing 11 tackles for a loss. 


Meanwhile, Alabama emerged with a 24-7 smothering of the 
Pac-12 Conference champion Washington Huskies in the 
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl in a game that included the familiar and 
the unexpected. 


“They kind of are what we thought they were,’ Washington 
coach Chris Petersen said. 


The Huskies were held to 194 yards — 44 rushing — by 
Alabama’s vaunted defensive unit. Still, it was a tight game into 
the fourth quarter. When Washington threatened to go for it on 
fourth-and-3 near midfield, then shifted into quick-kick 
formation to deliver a punt that rolled out of bounds at 
Alabama’s 2-yard line, the Crimson Tide were suddenly in 
precarious territory while trying to protect a 10-point lead. 


Alabama, winning its 26th consecutive game, quickly stamped 
its exclamation point on the proceedings. 


Six plays and 98 yards later, sophomore Bo Scarbrough capped 
the drive with a 68-yard scoring run, his second touchdown of 
the game, and finished with an Alabama-bowl record 180 yards. 


Earlier, near the end of the half, Alabama linebacker Ryan 
Anderson changed the game’s momentum with a 26-yard 
touchdown interception return when he picked off Washington 
quarterback Jake Browning near the sideline. Stunningly, it 
was Alabama’s 15th non-offensive touchdown — 11 on defense, 
four on special teams — this season. 


Alabama’s defensive muscle was again the dominant theme of 
its season. 


The Crimson Tide ranks first nationally in total defense (244.0 
yards allowed per game), rushing defense (62.0) and scoring 
defense (11.4 points), while standing at 14th-best against the 
pass (182.0). 


“They have been the best, the standard,” Swinney said. “When 
you get a first down, you better strike up the band. If you're 
going to beat the best, you have to beat them.” 


It’s easier said than done. 


Alabama has become one of college football’s all-time greatest 
frontrunners. Tonight’s game is Saban’s 50th with a team 
ranked No. 1 in the Associated Press poll. He’s 44-5. Saban’s 
Crimson Tide teams are 107-6 when leading at the half. 


If you find an opening against Alabama, however slight, it’s 
best to exploit that opportunity. Good luck with that. Alabama's 
defense went 17 consecutive quarters — from Texas A&M's 
third-quarter score on Oct. 22 to Florida’s first-quarter score 
on Dec. 3 at the SEC Championship Game — without allowing 
a touchdown. 


The Crimson Tide features a trio of first-team All-American 
defensive players — senior defensive tackle Jonathan Allen (62 
tackles, 15.0 tackles for a loss, 9.5 sacks, 15 quarterback 
hurries), senior linebacker Reuben Foster (team-leading 103 
tackles, 12 tackles for a loss) and sophomore safety Minkah 
Fitzpatrick (team-leading six interceptions, 62 tackles), along 
with menacing senior linebacker Tim Williams (16.0 tackles for 
a loss, nine sacks). 
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“On our defense, the guys you play next to really help you,” 
Williams said. “Everybody has some type of taste of playing in 
big games. We don’t overthink things. We know what to do. 
At Alabama, we have a lot of champions, a lot of guys who 
know what it takes.” 


A major difference from last season has been the installation 
of true freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts as the team’s 
offensive catalyst. The position was considered a toss-up in the 
preseason. But Hurts, who enrolled last January and 
actually simulated Clemson’s elusive Watson as scout-team 
quarterback during practices, quickly emerged in Alabama’s 
season-opening 52-6 win against USC and never looked back. 


Hurts has completed 64.7 percent of his passes for 22 
touchdowns and nine interceptions, while rushing for 891 yards. 
He’s part of a multi-pronged Alabama running game that also 
features sophomore Damien Harris (1,013 yards), Scarbrough 
(719) and freshman Josh Jacobs (551). Hurts also does a nice job 
of spreading the ball to his receivers, sophomore Calvin Ridley 
(67 catches, 733 yards, seven touchdowns) junior ArDarius 
Stewart (52 catches, 832 yards, eight touchdowns) and senior 
tight end O.J. Howard (41 catches, 489 yards, two touchdowns). 


“Jalen has made a significant amount of progress,” Saban said. 
“| don’t think you ignore the fact that you have a young 


quarterback when you play with a freshman. You try to do the 
things he can do. You help him grow and develop.” 


Clemson has a well-developed quarterback in Watson, who 
was a Heisman Trophy finalist for the second straight season. 
He’s back in the national-title game, but only after a bumpier- 
than-expected road as an individual and a team. 


The Tigers dealt with massive expectations all season. They 
were intensified in narrow victories against Auburn (19-13) and 
Troy (30-24) to open the season. Even when the Tigers took 
control of the ACC by defeating prime contenders Louisville 
(42-36) and Florida State (37-34), there were severe challenges. 
Clemson escaped N.C. State 24-17 in overtime, but only when 
the Wolfpack missed a 33-yard field-goal attempt on the final 
play of regulation. 


Clemson’s season reached critical mass on Nov. 12 with a 43- 
42 loss against Pittsburgh, when the Tigers wasted a career 
passing day by Watson (580 yards) and couldn’t overcome 
three turnovers. 


Still fighting off the doubters, Clemson returned to the Playoff 
Semifinals by holding off the Virginia Tech Hokies 42-35 in the 
ACC Championship Game. 


Throughout the ups and downs, Watson has remained 


Clemson’s constant. His passing statistics — 67.3 completion 
percentage, 4,173 yards, 38 touchdowns and 17 interceptions 
— are remarkably similar to last season. 


Now he just wants one more victory. 


“Deshaun’s poise is what makes him special because he never 
changes,” Swinney said. “Who is he really when you pull the 
curtain back, when nobody is looking? He’s just a great human 
being who happens to bea great football player. He’s our leader.” 


Clemson has the nation’s 12th-best offense (503.1 yards per 
game), while ranking seventh in passing (327.8). 


Watson said he has the nation’s best receiving corps. That’s 
hard to argue when you consider junior Mike Williams (90 
catches, 1,267 yards, 10 touchdowns), junior Artavis Scott (73 
catches, 608 yards, five touchdowns), sophomore Ray- 
Ray McCloud (49 catches, 472 yards, two touchdowns), 
sophomore Hunter Renfrow (34 catches, 403 yards, four 
touchdowns), sophomore Deon Cain (33 catchers, 630 yards, 
nine touchdowns) and senior tight end Jordan Leggett (39 
catches, 641 yards, seven touchdowns). 


It might be a challenge for Clemson’s running game, led by 
junior Wayne Gallman (1,087 yards, 16 touchdowns) to move 
against Alabama’s front. 


But Clemson’s eighth-ranked defense (306.9 yards allowed 
per game) will present its own challenges for the Crimson Tide 
offense (31st overall at 460.9 yards per game, but 11th in 
rushing at 246.7). 


The Tigers have many leading men, chief among them 
Boulware (team-leading 119 tackles, 9.5 tackles for a loss, four 
sacks), sophomore defensive end Christian Wilkins (56 tackles, 
13 tackles for a loss) and senior cornerback Corder Tankersley 
(four interceptions, 59 tackles, six tackles for a loss). 


“It will be a heck of a ball game in Tampa,” Swinney said. “Let’s 
get it on.” 


“You work all season to get to the point,’ Saban said. “Then 
you have to finish.” 


Yes, we have seen this movie before. 

The coming attractions were spectacular. 

Now it’s time for Alabama against Clemson — again. It’s the 
sequel that the college football world has been awaiting. 


Joey Johnston has covered sports for more than three decades at the 
Tampa Tribune and St. Petersburg Times. He has chronicled 15 
national-championship contests and 12 different bowl games. He is 
president of Johnston Communications in Tampa. 
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Tampa Bay area is defined by its diversity — 

unique neighborhoods, beach — sunsets, 

emerging skylines, orange groves, waterfront 
vistas, quaint shops, theme parks, cultural destinations and 
restaurants that serve every type of food known to man. 


But the divergent communities share more than a drive to the 
airport. The area is united by its love of football. 


College football, particularly. 


Tonight’s College Football Playoff national championship 
game at Raymond James Stadium is the most significant 
college-football event ever to be staged in the Tampa Bay area. 


Looking out for No. 1, though, is nothing new for the local 
players. That has become a tradition. 


It has been said that the Tampa Bay area — and the surrounding 
communities along the Interstate 4 corridor — is one of the 
foremost predictors of the U.S. presidential election. 


For decades on end, it has also been proven that the Tampa 
Bay area is a huge contributor to winning a college football 
national championship. 


“We have great players here and | don’t think our area takes a 
back seat to anywhere,” said Robert Weiner, head coach of 
Tampa’s Plant High School. “During the recruiting season, 


come out to any school and it’s like the who’s who of college coaches. 
These kids go on to do big things in college football.” 


Especially when the stakes are high. 


There was an incredible 75-yard touchdown run by Nebraska quarterback 
Tommie Frazier (Bradenton Manatee) at the 1996 Fiesta Bowl, when he 
broke seven tackles, dragging a pair of Florida Gator defenders for several 
yards before breaking free to complete the jaw-dropping play. 


There was a clutch 17-yard sideline reception by Ohio State wide receiver 
Michael Jenkins (Tampa Leto) — and fourth-and-14 — that kept the 
Buckeyes alive in the first overtime and allowed them to win the 2003 
Fiesta Bowl, ending the Miami Hurricanes’ 34-game winning streak. 


Speaking of the Hurricanes, there was the defensive swagger provided 
by linebackers Bernard Clark (Tampa Leto) and Maurice Crum (Tampa 
Hillsborough) that helped to earn national-title rings at the 1988 Orange 
Bowl and the 1990 Sugar Bowl. 


There was the show-stopping performance by Florida State wide receiver 
Peter Warrick (Bradenton Southeast), who had six receptions for 163 


yards and two touchdowns, a 59-yard punt return 
for a score and a two-point conversion that helped 
the Seminoles hold off Michael Vick’s Virginia Tech 
Hokies at the 2000 Sugar Bowl. 


There was the defensive savvy of Alabama defensive 
back Javier Arenas (Tampa Robinson), who had two 
interceptions against Texas quarterbacks to help 
clinch the 2010 BCS Championship Game. 


There were the Gator-Naughts, the six players 
recruited by Urban Meyer’s Florida Gators from the 
Lakeland High Dreadnaughts, forming the foundation 
of the Tim Tebow-led team that won the 2009 BCS 
Championship Game. Safety Ahmad Black had a key 
interception of Oklahoma’s Sam Bradford, while the 
twin offensive linemen, Maurkice and Mike Pouncey, 
were leaders in Florida’s running attack. 


And long, long ago — before the Bowl Coalition, the 
Bowl Alliance, the Bowl Championship Series or the 
College Football Playoff — there was defensive 
lineman Marty Lyons (St. Petersburg Catholic) in the 
middle of the Alabama scrum that throttled Penn 
State on Mike Guman’s famous fourth-and-goal 
run from the 1-yard line, giving Bear Bryant his fifth 
national championship at the 1979 Sugar Bowl (and 
denying Joe Paterno his first title). 


“There are lots of great teams and players in the 
Tampa Bay area — lots,” said Meyer, now the head 
coach at Ohio State, who first became acquainted 
with Tampa Bay’s motherlode of talent when he was 
assigned the area as a Notre Dame recruiter. “When 
you get a chance to be around some of the elite 
programs, like Lakeland and (coach) Bill Castle, you 
get an awful lot out of that.” 


Even after leaving the Gators, Meyer has continued 
to work the area for the Buckeyes. That’s nothing 
new. Every major powerhouse program has 
established a similar presence. 


It might make things seem crowded for the state’s 
flagship programs — the Florida Gators, Florida 
State Seminoles and Miami Hurricanes, along with 
the University of South Florida Bulls and University 
of Central Florida Knights — but there’s enough 
talent to go around. 


When USF began its program in 1997 — opening at 
the Division I-AA level, ascending to the Division I-A 
level in three seasons, then eventually winning a 
spot in the Big East Conference — it was said the 
Bulls had a very simple recruiting budget. 


A tank of gas. 
It wasn’t far from the truth. 


“It’s a tremendous resource to have these kind of 
players right in your backyard,” said newly hired USF 
coach Charlie Strong, who spent the past three 
seasons at Texas. “You want to keep as many of them 
as you can right here at home. You do that and you've 
got yourself the players for a really great program.” 


Sometimes, though, great players look elsewhere. 


That was the case for Frazier, an option quarterback 
who was attracted by Tom Osborne’s Nebraska 
Cornhuskers, just when the state’s so-called “Big 
Three’ (Florida, FSU, Miami) each became major 
players in the annual national-championship hunt. 


Frazier personally crushed the hopes of his home- 
state fans, winning back-to-back national 
championships and nearly pulling off a three-peat. 


At the 1995 Orange Bowl, despite not playing for 
three months due to a blood clot in his right leg, 
Frazier came off the bench, leading the Cornhuskers 
to a pair of fourth-quarter touchdowns and a 24-17 
victory against Miami. Unbeaten Nebraska would 
split the national-title vote with unbeaten Penn State. 


When Frazier had his incomparable 75-yard 
touchdown run against Florida at the 1996 Fiesta 
Bowl, it was merely window dressing on a 62-24 
rout. But it was sucha stunning display of athleticism 
and determination, many observers called it the 
greatest run ever seen in college football. 


As a sophomore, Frazier outplayed Florida State’s 
Heisman Trophy winning-quarterback, Charlie 
Ward at the 1994 Orange Bowl. But the Cornhuskers’ 
final-play, 45-yard field-goal attempt was wide, 
allowing Bobby Bowden’s Seminoles to escape 
with an 18-16 victory. 


Still, Frazier had plenty of highlights to reflect on 
when his college career was done. Asked for the 
biggest moment, he didn’t hesitate. 


“Just winning,” Frazier said. “Winning games. 
Winning championships. That’s what | want to be 
known for.” 


Ohio State was not picked to win a_ national 
championship at the 2003 Fiesta Bowl. But facing 
fourth-and-14, trailing by a touchdown in overtime, 
one play from extinction, Buckeyes quarterback 
Craig Krenzel knew what he had to do. It was almost 
a flashback. 


During the regular season at Purdue, with Ohio State’s unbeaten season 
on the line, Krenzel fought off a blitz on fourth-and-1 and dropped a 
wobbly 37-yard touchdown bomb into the arms of Jenkins, giving the 
Buckeyes a dramatic 10-6 victory. 


“Holy Buckeye!” exclaimed ABC-TV announcer Brent Musburger. 


Once again, Jenkins saved the season, cutting to the sideline and pulling in 
a 17-yard toss from Krenzel. 


“It wasn’t that hard of a catch,” Jenkins said afterward. “I’ve made it lots 
of times.” 


But at such a moment? 
Jenkins shrugged. 


“It’s a play in a football game,” he said. “As a receiver, you have to make 
some plays.” 


That’s precisely what Warrick did for the Seminoles in the 2000 Sugar 
Bowl, when Vick threatened to write a different script. 


But Warrick put the game away with a 43-yard reception, his third 
touchdown of the night. Afterward, he wept, telling teammates it was the 
perfect ending he had imagined. 


One season earlier, while playing Tennessee for the national 
championship at the 1999 Fiesta Bowl, Warrick was limited to 
one catch. The Seminoles lost 23-16. Warrick, contemplating 
early entry into the NFL Draft, decided then he had to come 
back and finish the job. 


Dozens of Tampa Bay-produced players have the same national 
championship legacy. 


They are national champions. 


There was USC receiver Mike Williams (Tampa Plant), who 
capped his first-team All-American season (95 catches, 16 
touchdowns) with eight receptions and a touchdown pass of 
his own in the 2004 Rose Bowl against Michigan. 


There was Florida receiver Andre Caldwell (Tampa Jefferson), 
who scored in the first BCS National Championship Game 
against Ohio State, then the Gator receiving tandem of Louis 
Murphy (St. Petersburg Lakewood) and Riley Cooper 
(Clearwater Central Catholic) who helped to beat Oklahoma. 


There were workhorse centers who never got the glory, but 
filled invaluable roles, such as Florida’s Jeff Mitchell (Clearwater 


Countryside) in the 1997 Sugar Bowl and Notre Dame’s Mike 
Heldt (Tampa Leto) in the 1989 Fiesta Bowl. 


There was the backfield speed of Miami’s Leonard Conley 
(Tarpon Springs) in the 1990 Sugar Bowl and the grind-it-out 
power of FSU’s William Floyd (St. Petersburg Lakewood) in the 
1994 Orange Bowl. 


There was the big-play presence of Nebraska wide receiver 
Shevin Wiggins (Bradenton Manatee) in the 1998 Orange Bowl. 


There were players from big towns and small towns, 
quarterbacks and linemen, receivers and defensive backs, all 
bonded by a winning qualities. 


Their development began in the Tampa Bay area. 
Their identities were forged by finishing No. 1. 


It’s a big-time night in the Tampa Bay area with a national 
championship being decided at Raymond James Stadium. 


But in a way, it’s simply the continuation of a long-term story 
that has placed Tampa Bay at the pinnacle of college football. 
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Alabama entered the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl on an offensive 
roll as the Tide ended the regular season leading the 
Southeastern Conference in scoring at 40.5 points per game, 
the highest average by a Nick Saban-coached team at Alabama. 
While the offense only scored 17 points against Washington 
in the semifinal game, it was a coming out party of sorts for 
sophomore running back Bo Scarbrough who rushed for an 
Alabama bowl record 180 yards, scoring twice in the process. 


The offense starts with freshman signal-caller Jalen Hurts, the 
SEC Offensive Player of the Year and Freshman of the Year, who 
has started 13 games for the Tide this season and is the first true 
freshman to start at quarterback for Alabama since 1984. Hurts 
is already the school’s single-season quarterback rushing 
leader and ranks second all-time at Alabama for single-season 
touchdown responsibility and total offense. He has thrown for 
2,649 yards and 22 touchdowns and rushed for 891 yards and 
12 scores this season. 


Hurts’ most impressive performance of the season may have 
been in the second half at LSU on Nov. 5. Locked in a O-O tie 
entering the fourth quarter, Hurts ended a 12-play, 90-yard 
drive with a 21-yard touchdown run early in the final quarter 
then engineered a nine-minute drive on the next series that led 
to the clinching field goal in the 10-0 Tide victory. 


Alabama’s receiving corps is led by junior ArDarius Stewart who, 
despite missing three games due to injury, leads the team in 
receiving yards with 852 on 52 catches, an average of 16.4 yards 
per reception. Stewart also has a team-high eight touchdown 
receptions. Sophomore Calvin Ridley has 67 receptions for 733 
yards and seven touchdowns, while senior O.J. Howard has 
caught 37 passes for 445 yards and two scores. 


Ridley is rapidly moving up Alabama’s career receiving charts 
as he already ranks No. 4 all-time in receptions with 156 in just 
29 career games. Stewart is No. 8 on the list with 127. The pair 
also ranks No. 9 and No. 10, respectively, on the career yardage 
list at Alabama. 


At running back, the Tide has seen production shared by three 
backs — sophomores Damien Harris and Scarbrough and 
freshman Josh Jacobs. The trio has rushed for 2,283 yards on 
333 carries — an average of 6.9 yards per attempt — and 15 
touchdowns. 


Harris posted a career-high 144 yards against Ole Miss on Sept. 
17 and played a key role in Alabama’s second half rally in the 
48-43 victory as he rushed for 115 yards on only 10 carries after 
halftime. His 67-yard run in the third quarter set up Alabama’s 
go-ahead touchdown. 


Scarbrough and Jacobs had a big impact in Alabama’s 54-16 win 
over Florida in the SEC Championship Game as Scarbrough 
rushed for a team-high 91 yards and two touchdowns, while 
Jacobs returned a blocked punt 27 yards for a score in the first 
quarter and added a six-yard touchdown run in the third quarter. 


AMA OFFENSE 


Clearing the way for the Tide offensive attack is a line that 
features junior Cam Robinson at left tackle, sophomore Ross 
Pierschbacher at left guard, junior Bradley Bozeman at center 
and freshman Jonah Williams at right tackle with senior Korren 
Kirven, sophomore Lester Cotton and senior Alphonse Taylor 
splitting time at right guard. The unit was a finalist for the Joe 
Moore Award this season, which is presented annually to the 
nation’s top offensive line and was won by Alabama in 2015. 


Robinson was the Outland Trophy winner this season and the 
recipient of the Jacobs Blocking Trophy, presented each year 
to the outstanding offensive lineman in the SEC. Williams was 
named to the SEC’s All-Freshman Team and, like Robinson 
in 2014, has started every game of his debut season. 
Pierschbacher was a freshman All-American in 2015 and has 
teamed with Robinson to protect Hurts’ blindside this season. 
Bozeman stepped into the starting role at center this season 
and has been a coaches’ player of the week selection eight 
times in 2016. 


Dabo Swinney’s team features a stout defensive unit with all- 
conference talent at every level and are coming off of a 31-0 
shutout against Ohio State in the PlayStation Fiesta Bowl. The 
PlayStation Fiesta Bowl performance was the first time a team 
ever held an Urban Meyer led team to zero points. 


The Tigers finished the regular season ninth in the FBS in total 
defense and 12th overall in points allowed (18.4). As with any 
great defense, the game plan starts up front and Clemson 
features two very impressive defensive tackles in senior Carlos 
Watkins (first team) and freshman Dexter Lawerence (second 
team), both of whom were named All-ACC by the AP following 
the season. Watkins is a load at 6-3, 305 pounds and he clogs 
up the middle which allows his linebackers to fly around and 
make plays on the ball. Watkins led the Tigers with 10.5 sacks 
and second on the team in tackles for loss (12.5). Lawerence, a 
6-5, 340-pound true freshman from Wake Forest, NC was just 
as dominant, compiling 59 total tackles, 9.5 tackles for loss 
and 7.0 sacks. 


It’s impossible to analyze the Tigers’ linebacking corps without 
first mentioning senior outside linebacker Ben Boulware. 


During Clemson’s ACC Championship season, Boulware led 
the team with 118 tackles and recorded 9.5 tackles for loss and 
4.0 sacks. Boulware, a 6-0, 240-pounder from Anderson, SC 
was also named first team All-ACC by the AP and won the Jack 
Lambert Award as the nation’s top linebacker on December 
7th. Redshirt sophomore linebacker Kendall Joseph (102 
tackles, 11.0 TFL, 3.5 sacks) joins Boulware to form a highly 
skilled linebacking tandem. 


The defensive backfield is managed by two more All-ACC first 
team selections in senior cornerback Cordrea Tankersley and 
senior safety Jadar Johnson. Johnson started all 14 games for 
the Tigers, tied for the lead on the team in interceptions with 
five and finished second on the team in passes defended with 
seven. Tankersley nabbed five picks of his own, including one 
in the PlayStation Fiesta Bowl against Ohio State and led the 
team in passes defended with ten. Ryan Carter, a redshirt 
junior defensive back, is also a contributor in the secondary 
and he recorded 29 tackles, an interception, and seven passes 
defended in 2016. 


ALABAMA DEFENSE 


Alabama’s run to the 2016 College Football Playoff national 
championship game has been fueled by its defense. The 
Crimson Tide leads the nation in total defense, rushing 
defense, scoring defense and defensive touchdowns. 
The Tide defense has been so dominant that it has scored 
nearly as many touchdowns (11) as it has allowed (15). 


That unit is led by senior defensive lineman Jonathan Allen 
— the first national defensive player of the year in the history 
of the Crimson Tide’s storied program — and senior linebacker 
Reuben Foster, the 2016 Butkus Award winner. 


Allen was named the winner of the Bronko Nagurski Trophy, 
Bednarik Award and Ted Hendricks Award earlier this month 
and has been a force on the defensive front, leading the Tide 
in quarterback hurries (15) and sacks (9.5) to go along with 
15.0 tackles for loss. He has also returned a team-leading 
three fumble recoveries for 115 combined yards and two 
touchdowns to clinch victories over Ole Miss and Texas A&M. 


Allen is joined up front by fellow senior Dalvin Tomlinson and 
sophomore Da’Ron Payne to form one of the 
most formidable defensive fronts in college 
football. The trio has combined for 151 tackles, 
22.5 tackles for loss, 13.5 sacks, 25 quarterback 
hurries, seven pass breakups, a blocked field 
goal and four fumble recoveries — three of 
which have been returned for touchdowns (in 
addition to Allen’s two scores, Payne returned 
a fumble three yards for a touchdown vs. 
Ole Miss). Alabama’s defensive line has been 
a major factor in the Tide’s dominant play 
against the run. Opponents are averaging two 
yards per rushing attempt this season and have 
scored only three touchdowns on the ground. 


Foster is the signal-caller of the Crimson Tide 
linebacking corps and has collected a team- 
high 103 tackles while adding 12.0 tackles for 
loss and four sacks. The Auburn, AL, native 
has totaled eight quarterback hurries and a 
pair of pass breakups for the season. Senior 
Ryan Anderson leads the squad in tackles for 
loss with 17.0 to go with 8.0 sacks while senior 
Tim Williams is second on the team in sacks 
at 9.0. Junior Rashaan Evans, who is starting 
in place of the injured Shaun Dion Hamilton, 
has chipped in 42 tackles, including a key stop 
in the Tide’s third quarter goal line stand vs. 
Florida in the SEC Championship Game. 


The secondary is led by sophomore safeties 
Ronnie Harrison and Minkah Fitzpatrick, who 


have posted breakout seasons in 2016. 
Harrison is the Tide’s second-leading 
tackler with 75 stops from his’ free 


safety position. He has added 1.5 tackles for loss, 
two interceptions, two fumble recoveries, seven pass 
breakups, two quarterback hurries and a blocked kick. 
He also has two of the Tide’s 11 defensive touchdowns 
with fumble and interception returns for scores vs. Kentucky 
and Tennessee. 


Fitzpatrick returned the fourth interception of his career for a 
touchdown vs. Florida in the SEC Championship Game to 
become the career leader in that category in only the 27th 
game of his Alabama career. He also picked up his team- 
leading sixth interception of the season against Washington in 
the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. The sophomore from Old Bridge, 
N.J., also has 62 tackles, five tackles for loss, one sack and 
seven pass breakups. At cornerback, Anthony Averett leads 
the team in breakups with eight and Marlon Humphrey has 33 
tackles and two interceptions, one of which he returned for 
a touchdown against USC. Junior Tony Brown has added 25 
tackles and two interceptions playing both corner and at the 
STAR position. 


Football is the quintessential team game. No matter how 
talented any one player may be, he cannot achieve victory or 
statistical success on his own. He needs his ten teammates to 
each do their own individual jobs on the field so that he can use 
his special talents to turn in big plays in monumental situations, 
plays that help to lead his team to victories and possibly, a 
national championship. Such is the story for Heisman Trophy 
Finalist and Tigers starting quarterback Deshaun Watson. 
This 6-3, 215-pound do-it-all junior signal caller out of 
Gainsville, GA put up astronomical numbers in helping to lead 
Clemson to a 13-1 overall record, an Atlantic Coast Conference 
Championship and a 31-0 win over Ohio State in the PlayStation 
Fiest Bowl in 2016. 


Watson’s numbers are the stuff of legend. In just three seasons 
at Clemson, Watson has passed for 9,743 yards and 87 
touchdowns and rushed for 1,891 yards and 25 scores. In 2015, 
during his sophomore season, Watson became the first FBS 
quarterback to ever throw for 4,000 yards and rush for 1,000 
yards in the same season. This year, head coach Dabo Swinney 
has tried to diversify and delegate the offensive workload to 
take some of the pounding off of Watson since there are so 
many designed rushing plays in the gameplan for one of the 
nation’s most explosive and versatile players. This season, since 
his numbers in 2016 (4,173 yards passing and 38 touchdowns, 
581 yards rushing, eight touchdowns) were down a shade from 
last year’s output, Watson was named second team All-ACC 


quarterback by the Associated Press, behind Heisman Trophy 
winner Lamar Jackson of Louisville. You can bet that Watson 
is aware of this information and will be more than anxious to 
prove that he is the best quarterback in the country when 
he steps on the field against perhaps the best defense in 
the country in Alabama. In last year’s national championship 
game, despite Clemson coming up short, Watson had a 
legendary performance, throwing for over 400 yards and four 
touchdowns in an unexpected shootout. 


In the backfield, junior running back Wayne Gallman paced the 
rushing attack with 1,087 yards and 16 touchdowns on 214 
carries en route to being named second team All-ACC by the 
AP. The 6-0, 210-pound product out of Loganville, GA racked 
up five 100-plus yard games and rushed for a season-high 161 
yards and two touchdowns on 22 carries in Clemson’s 35-13 
win at Wake Forest on November 19th. 


Junior wide receiver Mike Williams and senior tight end Jordan 
Leggett are Watson’s favorite targets in the passing game and 
both were named first team All-ACC following the season. The 
6-3, 225-pound Williams is a big play threat any time he touches 
the ball and he and Watson have developed a special chemistry. 
Williams caught 90 passes for 1,267 and ten touchdowns this 
season which included a 15-catch, 202 yard performance in 
the Tigers’ only loss of the season, a 43-42 heartbreaker at 
home to Pittsburgh. Leggett caught 39 passes for 641 yards 
and seven touchdowns and provided a great outlet for Watson 
when he was under pressure. 


Be 


Redshirt senior Adam Griffith’s third year as Alabama’s main 
placekicker was his most accurate yet. In 2016, Griffith went 
20-of-27 on field goal attempts and missed only one extra 
point, making 62-of-63 attempts. 


Perhaps the Tide’s best special teams weapon has been junior 
punter JK Scott, who is averaging 47.4 yards per punt and has 
pinned the opposition inside the 20-yard line 17 times this season. 
Scott was selected as second team All-American by Walter Camp, 
the American Football Coaches Association and Sports Illustrated 
and first team All-SEC from the conference coaches and the 
Associated Press. Nearly half of Scott’s 53 punts have traveled 
50 yards or more, making the already daunting task of facing the 
Alabama defense that much more difficult. 


Senior defensive back Eddie Johnson was leading Alabama’s 
punt return game, bringing two back for scores before he 
suffered a season ending injury in October. Freshman wide 
receiver Trevon Diggs and sophomore Xavian Marks have both 
seen time returning punts, with Diggs leading the team with 
13 returns and Marks scoring a touchdown on a return against 
Kent State. Diggs also leads the team in kickoff return average 
with 23.71 yards per attempt. 


Sophomore kicker and AP All-ACC second team selection 
Greg Huegel will handle the kicking assignment for Clemson in 
the national championship game. Huegel was 14-of-19 on field 
goal attempts this season, but two of those misses were 
actually blocked and the 5-11, 195-pound native of Blythewood 
showed quite a strong leg as he hit 5-of-9 field goal attempts 
from between 40-49 yards, including a 45-yard field goal 
against Ohio State in the PlayStation Fiesta Bowl. Huegel was 
also 66-of-68 on point after tries and finished the season with 
101 points, good enough to lead the team in scoring, and 
he drilled 37 touchbacks in his 92 kickoffs over the course of 
the season. 


Andy Teasdall, a 5-11, 190-pound redshirt graduate from 
Winston-Salem, NC had a solid year punting the ball for the 
Tigers. Teasdall averaged 38.0 yards on 53 punts, dropped 13 
punts inside the opponents’ 20-yard line and boomed four 
punts of 50-plus yards, including a season-long 67-yarder in 
the PlayStation Fiesta Bowl. 


Ray-Ray McCloud, a 5-10, 180-pound sophomore wide receiver 
from Tampa, FL is Clemson’s punt return man and returned 21 
punts for 176 yards for an 8.4 yard average. Artavis Scott, a 
5-10, 190-pound junior wide receiver from Clearwater, FL will 
be handling kickoff return duties for the Tigers. In 2016, Scott 
returned 20 kickoffs for 458 yards for a 22.9 yard average with 
along return of 77 yards. 


CHRONOLOGY & HISTORY 


ZOU 


With the fourth Bowl Championship Series (BCS) four-year 
term set to conclude after the 2013-14 season, the 
commissioners began creating a process for considering 
possible formats for the future. These discussions occurred 
during teleconferences October 4 and 12. The Presidential 
Oversight Committee members addressed the matter further 
in their in-person meeting in Denver November 14. 


2012 


During the winter and spring, the commissioners and 
presidents spent countless hours evaluating the many pros 
and cons of numerous possible formats. These formats ranged 
from returning to the old bowl system with no attempt to 
match the top two teams, to continuing the BCS, to creating a 
multi-team tournament. 


The commissioners met in person January 10 in New Orleans, 
February 21-22 and March 26 in Dallas and several times by 
teleconference. They affirmed a commitment to protect 
college football’s regular season, the best in sports, and 
to preserve the bowl tradition and the bowl experience for 
students. Further, they focused onthe realities of the academic 
calendar and options related to where the games should be 
played. They self-imposed a deadline of the summer of 2012 
to decide what changes to propose to the presidents. 


April 25 - At a meeting in Hollywood, Florida, the 
commissioners took both an 8-team and a 16-team playoff off 
the table. They prepared a small number of four-team options 
for discussion in the conference meetings to be held in May. 
They discussed in detail the advantages and disadvantages of 
various ways to rank or qualify teams. 


June 12-13 - The commissioners met in Chicago to report on 
the outcomes of their recent conference meetings. 


June 20 - Meeting in the Sullivan Room at the InterContinental 
hotel in downtown Chicago, the commissioners voted 
unanimously to recommend a four-team playoff for 12 years 
beginning in 2014-15, with a selection committee choosing 
the participating teams. 


June 26 - Meeting at the Dupont Circle Hotel in Washington, 
D.C., the BCS Presidential Oversight Committee members 
voted unanimously to submit legislation to the NCAA board of 
directors that would allow two institutions to participate in 
two post-season games each year—thereby officially creating 
the playoff. The presidential group adopted the format and 
policies that had been recommended by the commissioners 
June 20. The NCAA would approve the proposal in August. 


The presidents and chancellors also endorsed (1) rotating the 
semifinal games among six bowl sites and rotation of the 
championship game among neutral sites; (2) managing the 
championship game by the conferences; and (3) creating 
a selection committee that would rank the teams to play, 


giving all the teams an equal opportunity 
to participate. Among the factors the committee would 
be instructed to value were win-loss record, strength of 
schedule, head-to-head results, and whether a team is a 
conference champion. 


The presidents’ group also decided to (1) play the semifinals 
New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day; (2) create “Championship 
Monday” by setting the date of the championship game on the 
first Monday in January that is six or more days after the 
second semi-final game is played; (3) establish the new 
format to cover a 12-year term, from the 2014-2015 season 
through the 2025-2026 season; (4) distribute revenue from 
games according to a formula that (a) rewards conferences 
for success on the field, (b) accommodates teams’ expenses, 
(c) acknowledges marketplace factors, (d) rewards academic 
performance of student-athletes; and (e) eliminate the 
“automatic qualification” designation. 


September 19 - The commissioners agreed to select the host 
for the first championship game only, and to choose future 
hosts later. 


November 12 - In a Denver meeting, the presidents and 
chancellors unanimously approved the format that called for 
a stand-alone championship game and semifinals rotating 
through three contract bowls and three other bowls. The 
group also took the following actions: 


¢ Adopted a revenue-distribution plan and agreed to review 
it after four years to determine whether the allocations 
should be revised; 


+ Agreed that, the academic pool would be distributed 
through the conferences, or processed directly to the 
independent institutions; 


« Determined to rotate the semifinals evenly among three 
contract bowls and three host bowls over the 12 years; 


¢ Guaranteed a spot in one of the bowls to highest-ranked 
champion from the Big East (later became the American 
Athletic Conference), Conference USA, Mid-American, 
Mountain West and Sun Belt conferences, as determined 
by the selection committee, when such champion does not 
qualify to play in one of the semifinals; 


* Confirmed that the media rights would cover 12 
championship games, 24 semifinals and 24 host bowls; 


¢ Supported the concept of not having a title soonsor for the 
championship game; 


+ Decided that the Rose and Sugar Bowls would host 
semifinals in the same year; Orange Bowl and Host 1 in the 
same year; and Host 2 and Host 3 in the same year. 


+ Agreed that the champion of a contract-bowl conference 
that is displaced by the semifinals will play in one of the 
host bowls; 


« Voted to create a limited liability corporation (LLC) to 
manage the event, with the presidents and chancellors 
serving as the Board of Managers; 
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November 14 - The Presidential Oversight Committee named 
Bill Hancock Executive Director. Hancock had been Executive 
Director of the BCS for three years. He had become BCS 
administrator in October 2005. 


November 18 - Michael Kelly was named Chief Operating Officer. 


November 21 - The group and ESPN reached an agreement in 
principle for the company to present the games for 12 years 
on an exclusive basis across ESPN platforms. The agreement 
included the national championship game and semifinals as 
well as other bowl games that would be a part of the rotation 
to host the semifinals. 


ZONS 


January 8 - During a meeting in Miami, the commissioners 
unanimously agreed that the event would launch with 
semifinals January 1, 2015, in the Rose and Sugar Bowls. 
The group also agreed that the Orange Bowl and a yet-to- 
be-named bowl would host the semifinal games in the 
second year. The hosts in the third year were yet to be named. 


January 14 - Hancock and Kelly opened a temporary 
headquarters in the Conference USA suite of offices at 5201 
N. O’Connor Blvd. in Irving, Texas. 


February 5 - Reid Sigmon was named Chief Financial Officer. 


February 7 - The management committee unanimously 
agreed to implement a philanthropic program when the new 
structure begins. It also decided that the new event warranted 
a new trophy. 


March 13 - CFP Administration, LLC, a limited liability 
company, was organized to manage the administrative 
operation of the College Football Playoff. Under its operating 
agreement, members of the company were the ten Football 
Bowl Subdivision conferences and Notre Dame. The company 
would be governed by a board of managers, consisting 
of a university president or chancellor nominated by each 
member. Day-to-day operations of the company were to be 
managed by a management committee, consisting of the FBS 
commissioners and Notre Dame athletics director. 


April 23 - The name “College Football Playoff” was adopted 
for the new event and was announced in a news conference 
in Pasadena. Also, the group invited fans to choose the logo 
through an online voting process. 


April 24 - Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, was named 
to host the first national championship game of the new era. 
Also, the Fiesta Bowl, Cotton Bowl and Chick-fil-A Bowl were 
selected to be part of the semifinal host rotation. The rotation 
was to be: year 1 - Rose and Sugar; year 2 - Orange and 
Cotton; year 3 - Chick-fil-A and Fiesta. Also, it was agreed that, 
for the sake of consistency, the name of a bowl participating 
in the arrangement should include specific wording, either 
traditional or descriptive of the local culture, in addition to the 
title sponsor's name. 
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April 25 - The management committee formulated plans for 
the selection committee, including, (1) it would be comprised 
of no more than 18 members; (2) each conference would be 
invited to nominate prospective members; (3) the management 
committee would choose the members and their terms, and 
also the chair; (4) committee members would not receive 
honoraria but would receive expense reimbursement; (5) 
members would serve three-year terms, with selected 
individuals’ terms being two or four years initially until a 
rotation has been achieved; and (6) members would not be 
eligible for re-election after their terms expire. 


April 29 - Some 101,670 fans participating in an online ballot 
chose the “gold football” logo. It received 38 percent of the 
vote, compared with 25 percent, 24 percent and 13 percent 
for the other three candidates. 


May 7 - The board agreed to locate the headquarters for CFP 
Administration LLC at The Summit building in the Las Colinas 
area of Irving, Texas, 545 East John Carpenter Freeway. 
The office would open August 5. 


June 18 - The management committee decided several 
matters related to the selection committee, including: 
(1) members would fall into one of five classifications, including 
sitting athletics directors, and persons with experience as 
coaches, student-athletes, administrators and journalists; 
(2) persons currently working for media agencies, or serving 
as commentators in any media, are not eligible to serve; 
(3) five slots would go to athletics directors from the ACC, 
Big Ten, Big 12, SEC and Pac-12; (4) each nominee for the 
committee must be approved by unanimous consent of 
the management committee; and (5) committee members 
would not be expected to attend games in person and 
the CFP would not reimburse expenses for those who 
do attend games. 


October 16 - Membership of the first selection committee 
was announced in a news conference at the CFP headquarters 
in Irving, Texas. The 13 members were Barry Alvarez, athletics 
director, Wisconsin; Mike Gould, former superintendent, 
Air Force Academy; Pat Haden, athletics director, Southern 
California; Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive vice 
president; Jeff Long (chair), vice chancellor and athletics 
director, Arkansas; Oliver Luck, athletics director, West 
Virginia; Archie Manning, former student-athlete, Mississippi; 
Tom Osborne, former athletics director and coach, Nebraska; 
Dan Radakovich, athletics director, Clemson; Condoleezza 
Rice, former provost, Stanford; Mike Tranghese, former 
commissioner, Big East conference; Steve Wieberg, former 
journalist, USA Today; Tyrone Willingham, former head coach, 
Stanford, Notre Dame and Washington. 


November 10 - The board of managers authorized creation 
of the CFP Foundation. 


November 11 - The selection committee met for the first 
time, at the Marriott Wardman Park in Washington, D.C. 
The members reviewed the proposed protocol and conducted 
an exercise on assigning teams to bowl sites. 
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December 16 - Arizona and Tampa Bay were named to host 
the College Football Playoff national championship games in 
2016 and 2017 respectively. 


ZONA 


January 6 - The CFP honored former Southeastern Conference 
commissioner Roy Kramer during pregame festivities at the 
final BCS national championship game in Pasadena. 


January 13 - Applications for the first College Football Playoff 
random ticket drawing were being accepted. Fans could 
apply for tickets to attend the championship game January 
12, 2015. 


April 30 - It was determined that the selection committee 
would compile rankings seven times during the season, 
including selection Sunday. The rankings were to be announced 
Tuesday evenings beginning October 28. Also, the committee’s 
recusal policy and voting procedures were announced. 


May1- The group formally launched its philanthropic initiative, 
Extra Yard for Teachers, to honor and support teachers 
nationally and in the communities that host the College 
Football Playoff national championship. 


May 1 - Ticket prices for the 2015 national championship were 
adopted: club seating, $650; general seating, $450; student 
seating, $200; standing-room-only, $200. 


July 14 - The new College Football 
championship trophy was unveiled. 


Playoff national 


October 28 - Meeting at the Gaylord Texan Hotel in Grapevine, 
Texas, the selection committee issued its first rankings. 


December 7 - The selection committee selected Alabama, 
Oregon, Florida State and Ohio State to compete in the first 
College Football Playoff. 


ZONS 


January 1 - In the first playoff semifinals, Oregon defeated 
Florida State and Ohio State defeated Alabama. 


January 6 - The management committee and Board of 
Managers unanimously agreed to defray costs for student- 
athletes’ parents or guardians to travel to the site of the 
national championship. 


January 12 - Ohio State defeated Oregon in the inaugural 
College Football Playoff National Championship at AT&T 
Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 


July 30 - In light of a new NCAA policy allowing it, the 
management committee and board of managers unanimously 
agreed to defray costs for student-athletes’ parents or guardians 
to travel to the sites of the CFP semifinal games. 


November 3 - The selection committee issued its first rankings 
of 2015 at the Gaylord Texan Hotel in Grapevine, Texas. 


November 4 - Atlanta, the Bay Area and New Orleans were 
announced as hosts of the national championship games in 
2018, 2019 and 2020 respectively. 


December 6 - The selection committee selected Clemson, 
Alabama, Michigan State and Oklahoma to compete in the playoff. 


December 31 - Clemson defeated Oklahoma and Alabama 
defeated Michigan State in the playoff semifinals. 


2ZOAG 


January 11 - Alabama defeated Clemson in the 2016 College 
Football Playoff National Championship. The game was played 
at University of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, Arizona. 


July 28 - It was agreed that the semifinal games would be played 
either on a national holiday or on a Saturday in the future. 


September - The CFP conducted mock selection exercises 
with representatives of bowls, conference offices, media and 
ESPN for the third year. It also added a mock for Division | 
directors of athletics. 


November 1- The selection committee issued its first rankings 
of 2016 at the Gaylord Texan Hotel in Grapevine, Texas. 


December 4 - The selection committee selected Alabama, 
Clemson, Ohio State and Washington to compete in the playoff. 


December 31 - Alabama defeated Washington and Clemson 
defeated Ohio State in the playoff semifinals. 


PREVIOUS CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 


Board of Managers Chairs (formerly BCS Presidential 
Oversight Committee, until March 2013) 


March 2003-June 2009 - Dave Frohnmayer, University of Oregon 
July 2009-July 2010 - Harvey Perlman, University of Nebraska 


September 2010-November 2011 - Graham Spanier, Penn 
State University 


November 2011-February 2013 - Charles Steger, Virginia 
Tech University 


March 2013-January 2016 - Harvey Perlman, University of 
Nebraska 


February 2016-present - C. Max Nikias, University of Southern 
California 


BCS Coordinators 

1998-2000 - Roy Kramer, Southeastern Conference 

April 2000-2002 - John Swofford, Atlantic Coast Conference 
April 2002-2004 - Mike Tranghese, Big East Conference 
April 2004-January 2006 - Kevin Weiberg, Big 12 Conference 
January 2006-2008 - Mike Slive, Southeastern Conference 


January 2008-December 2009 - John Swofford, Atlantic 
Coast Conference 
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The College Football 
Playoff National 
Championship Trophy 
is the ultimate goal of 
college football 
teams across the 
United States. 


An ascending virtual football, the trophy’s 
handcrafted gold brackets surround a 
hardened steel core. The trophy was created 
to be raised in celebration of the highest 
level of team achievement in college football. 


Designed by Pentagram, the trophy was 
commissioned for the new playoff era. The 
design features a focused football at the 
center of the base that rises to form an 
actual-size ball. Standing at a total height of 
three feet and weighing 23 pounds, the 
trophy and base are two integral but separate 
pieces, so the trophy may be lifted up 
independently when it is awarded at the 
championship game. 


The trophy is handcrafted by the master fine 
art foundry Polich Tallix. Expert craftsmen 
worked for three months, combining cutting 
edge technologies with timeless metal 
casting and finishing techniques to create 
the trophy. 


Handmade from 24k gold, bronze, and 
stainless steel, the trophy is 26.5 inches tall. 
The base is formed from bronze with a 
hand-rubbed black patina finish and is 12 
inches high. 
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SAMSUNG 


Introducing the only water resistant’, fast wireless 
charging, low light camera having, memory expandable, 
360° capturing, 24/7 support having, home smartening, 
pay almost anywhere machine. 


The new Galaxy S7 edge 


*Water-resistant in up to 5 feet of water for up to 30 minutes. © 2016 Samsung Electronics America, Inc. 


CFP Administration, LLC, manages the administrative operations of the College Football Playoff. Members of the company are 
the 10 FBS conferences (American Athletic, Atlantic Coast, Big Ten, Big 12, Conference USA, Mid-American, Mountain West, 
Pac-12, Southeastern and Sun Belt) and the University of Notre Dame. 


Eleven university presidents and chancellors govern the company’s business, property and affairs. The company’s business, 
property and affairs are governed by the board. The board develops, reviews and approves annual budgets, policies 
and operating guidelines. It also appoints and removes officers of the company. It has authority over all aspects of the 


company’s operations. 


ERIC BARRON 
PRESIDENT, PENN 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
(BIG TEN) 


d 
JACK HAWKINS 
CHANCELLOR, TROY UNIVERSITY 
(SUN BELT) 


C. MAX NIKIAS (CHAIR) 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


RODNEY BENNETT 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
(C-USA) 


REV. JOHN JENKINS 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
NOTRE DAME 
(INDEPENDENT) 


(PAC-12) 


JOHN THRASHER 
PRESIDENT, FLORIDA 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

(ACC) 


PRESIDENT, COLORADO 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
(MOUNTAIN WEST) 


MARK KEENUM 
PRESIDENT, MISSISSIPPI 
STATE UNIVERSITY 


BURNS HARGIS 
PRESIDENT, OKLAHOMA 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
(BIG 12) 


RODERICK McDAVIS 
PRESIDENT, OHIO UNIVERSITY 
(MAC) 


GERALD TURNER 
PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN 
METHODIST UNIVERSITY 


(AMERICAN ATHLETIC) 


Ten conference commissioners and the Notre Dame athletics director manage day-to-day operations of the company. 
It has authority over those aspects of the company’s operations that are not reserved exclusively for the board, but all of its 
decisions are subject to review by the board. 


MIKE ARESCO KARL BENSON BOB BOWLSBY JIM DELANY 
COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER 
(AMERICAN ATHLETIC) (SUN BELT) (BIG 12) (BIG TEN) 


JUDY MacLEOD GREG SANKEY LARRY SCOTT JON STEINBRECHER 
COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER 
(C-USA) (SEC) (PAC-12) (MAC) 


JACK SWARBRICK JOHN SWOFFORD CRAIG THOMPSON 


ATHLETICS DIRECTOR COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER 
(NOTRE DAME) (ACC) (MOUNTAIN WEST) 


Serving at the direction of the board of managers, the company president, Bill Hancock, and secretary, Michael Kelly, carry out 
the day-to-day operations of the company. Hancock’s and Kelly’s formal titles are Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer, 
respectively, of the College Football Playoff. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


” ” EVENTSPONSORS 


Femece) co GERDAU 
(PANINI) (nm 


Wion. 


ticketmaster° 


> = e <> <> > <o 
www.collegefootballplayoff.com 
EF] /CollegeFootballPlayoff W @cfbplayoff (0) @cfbplayoff #CFBPlayoff 


BENEDICT CHIWETEL RACHEL BENEDICT MADS TILDA 


CUMBERBATCH  EJIOFOR Mee ». MMURKELSEN UNS 
f =. = 


—” 


Sagat 4 eee 
= is. ISTORS 


—_a | H MARVEL 
- i { 
Lia iit * 


PRE-ORDER TODAY ON DIGITAL HD 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


GE! Aah 
THAT GET YOU IN 


; . THE OFFICIAL 
L> ticketmaster FAN-TO-FAN TICKET 
MARKETPLACE 


TICKETMASTER.COM/COLLEGEFOOTBALLPLAYOFF 


Career Highlights: 


KIRBY HOCUTT » SELECTION COMMITTEE CHAIR 


« Experience as athletics director at three FBS institutions. 

* College football student-athlete, four-year letterman and all-conference selection. 
Current Occupation: 

¢ Director of athletics, Texas Tech University (2011 to present). 


¢ Chairman, NCAA Division | Football Recruiting Subcommittee. 

* Recipient of Street & Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal Forty Under 40 Award (2010). 

¢ Athletics director, University of Miami, Florida, (2008-2011). 

¢ Athletics director, Ohio University (2005-2008). 

- Associate athletics director, external operations and sports administration, University 
of Oklahoma (1999-2005). 

¢ Former coordinator of licensing, NCAA. 

¢ Former assistant director of marketing and promotions, Kansas State University. 

¢ Four-year football letterman at Kansas State University. 


¢ Chairman, Lubbock March of Dimes Campaign (2013). 


Education: 


¢ Bachelor’s degree, Kansas State University (1995). 
« Master’s degree in education, University of Oklahoma (2001). 


College Football Playoff Selection Committee Chair, Kirby Hocutt, sat down with us to discuss his 
personal experience of his year as chair of the selection committee. 


Being a member of this committee has been very 
professionally rewarding. It has been an opportunity to give 
back to a game that has been so important throughout my 
life. Representing the collective voice of 12 people on a 
subject matter than holds so much value and enthusiasm to 
society is unique. The relationships formed as a member of 
this group are truly remarkable and | have the utmost respect 
for each one of my fellow committee members. | am looking 
forward to the 2017-18 season, and am eager to get back to 
work with our outstanding group. 


The College Football Playoff staff has done an incredible job in 
making this responsibility as efficient and productive as they 
possibly can. The amount of data and statistics at our fingertips 
is incredible. We have the ability to watch every game 
throughout the country in any format possible. 


As the season progressed, the two days spent in person with 
the committee were invaluable. Listening to others debate and 
provide various perspectives prepares you for the questions 
on the minds of football fans everywhere. 


Upon accepting the chair position, | knew media obligations 
would be a significant time commitment, but until you 
experience it, it is hard to understand the volume that comes 
with the position. A key part of my weekly preparation includes 


taking, and reviewing, a variety of notes that help me best 
convey the committee’s thought process to the outside world, 
including the media. 


Aside from the chair, the second most requested (and maybe 
first) committee member media want to speak to is 
Condoleezza Rice. Naturally | too, was excited to meet and 
work with her. She was remarkably candid as to her 
experiences as secretary of state, and her views about the 
future of the country. | am proud to call her my friend. That 
is a surreal statement—one | never thought | would have the 
opportunity to make. 


The 1993 Copper Bowl in Tucson, Arizona, was an awesome 
experience. As a student-athlete, you dream of playing big- 
time college football and making it to a bowl game. My junior 
season was the first year | started as middle linebacker. 
The Copper Bowl was the second bowl game played in K-State 
football history. As a team it was our goal — to get back to a 
bowl game. We accomplished a team goal with a convincing 
win over Wyoming. I'll always remember running out of tunnel 
and seeing all the K-State fans that filled the stadium. It was 
a breathtaking sight to think about what that game meant 
to an entire state, community and alumni base. It was during 
that game that | realized how impactful and important the 
game of college football is for so many people. 


Standing (left to right) 


Former NCAA Executive Vice President 


Director of Athletics, Clemson University 


Director of Athletics, University of Oregon 


Former College Football Reporter, USA TODAY 


Former Head Coach, University of Central Michigan 
Seated (left to right) 


Vice Chancellor and Director of Athletics, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville 


Director of Athletics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 


Former Head Coach, Vanderbilt University 


Director of Athletics, Texas Tech University 


Stanford University professor, former Stanford Provost and former United States Secretary of State 


Former Head Coach at three FBS Institutions 


Former Head Coach, University of Southern Mississippi 
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Playoff Premium packages for the 
2018 College Football Playoff National 
Championship in Atlanta will be 
available soon! 


Playoff Premium offers a variety of packages, with or without 
hotel accommodations, at various price ranges and seating locations. 
Suite packages are also available. 


For more information on Playoff Premium packages, 
e-mail premium@collegefootballplayoff.com or call 469-706-0050. 


FREQUENCY OF RANKINGS 


Selection Committee members meet weekly, in person, on 
Mondays and Tuesdays to produce rankings. The committee 
issued its first rankings Tuesday, November 1, after the 
completion of the ninth week of the regular season and 
continued for the next four weeks leading up to selection day on 
Sunday, December 4. 


DATA 


Selection Committee members had a wealth of information 
including review of video, statistics, and their own expertise to 


ABOUT THE RANKINGS 


guide them in their deliberations. They emphasized obvious 
factors like win-loss records and results against common 
opponents. The playoff group has retained SportSource 
Analytics to provide the data platform that allowed the 
committee members to compare and contrast every team on 
every level possible. 


It should be noted that the committee did not use a single data 
point such as the Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) that is used for 
NCAA championships. 


2016-17 SEMIFINAL PAIRINGS 
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2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Alabama 
Clemson 
Michigan 
Texas A&M 
Washington 
Ohio State 
Louisville 
Wisconsin 
Auburn 
10. Nebraska 
11. Florida 
12. Penn State 
13. LSU 


CONATRWNS 


JORDAN LEGG 


CEPTION 


. Oklahoma 
. Colorado 
. Utah 


Baylor 


. Oklahoma State 


Virginia Tech 


. West Virginia 
. North Carolina 
. Florida State 
. Western Michigan 8-0 
. Boise State 
. Washington State 


6-2 
6-2 
7-2 
6-1 
6-2 
6-2 
6-1 
6-2 
5-3 


7-1 
6-2 


ITH 2:06 LEFT SEALED 
THE 37-34 WIN OVER FLORIDA STATE, KEEPING CLEMSON UNDEFEATED. 


~oaANouRwWN> 


Alabama 
Clemson 
Michigan 
Washington 
Ohio State 
Louisville 
Wisconsin 
Texas A&M 
Auburn 


. Penn State 
. Oklahoma 
12. 
13. 


Colorado 
Oklahoma State 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
19. 
20. 


21. 


22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


Virginia Tech 
Utah 

West Virginia 
North Carolina 
Florida State 
Nebraska 


Southern California 
Western Michigan 


Boise State 


Washington State 


LSU 
Arkansas 


LINEBACKER RYAN ANDERSON HELPED LEAD THE CRIMSON TIDE 
DEFENSE TO A SHUTOUT VICTORY OVER LSU, 10-0. 


7-2 
7-2 
7-1 
dee 
6-3 
7-2 
6-3 
9-0 
8-1 
7-2 
5-3 
6-3 


CONRTRWNS 


Alabama 10-0 
Ohio State 9-1 
Michigan 9-1 
Clemson 9-1 
Louisville 9-1 
Washington 9-1 
Wisconsin 8-2 
Penn State 8-2 
Oklahoma 8-2 
Colorado 8-2 
Oklahoma State 8-2 
Utah 8-2 


. Southern California 7-3 


. West Virginia 8-1 
Auburn 7-3 
LSU 6-3 
Florida State 7-3 
Nebraska 8-2 
Tennessee 7-3 

. Boise State 9-1 

. Western Michigan 10-0 


. Washington State 8-2 
. Florida 7-2 
. Stanford 7-3 
. Texas A&M 7-3 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S UPSET 26-13 WIN AT WASHINGTON GAVE 
THE HUSKIES THEIR FIRST LOSS AND A TOUGHER ROAD TO THE 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF. 
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Alabama 11-0 
Ohio State 10-1 
Michigan 10-1 
Clemson 10-1 
Washington 10-1 
Wisconsin 9-2 
Penn State 9-2 
Oklahoma 9-2 
Colorado 9-2 
. Oklahoma State 9-2 
Louisville 9-2 
. Southern California 8-3 
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Florida State 
Florida 

Nebraska 
Tennessee 

West Virginia 
Boise State 
Houston 

Western Michigan 
Utah 

Washington State 
Stanford 

Navy 
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FRESHMAN RUNNING BACK MIKE WEBER'S 4-YARD TOUCHDOWN RUN 
IN THE THIRD QUARTER PROVED THE DIFFERENCE AS OHIO STATE 
HELD ON FOR A 17-16 VICTORY AT MICHIGAN STATE. 


CONRTRWNS 


WASHINGTON QUARTERBACK JAKE BROWNING CELEBRATED WITH THE 
APPLE CUP AFTER DEFEATING IN-STATE RIVALS WASHINGTON STATE TO 
HELP THE HUSKIES RECLAIM A TOP 4 SPOT IN THE PLAYOFF RANKING. 


Alabama 12-0 
Ohio State 11-1 
Clemson 11-1 
Washington 11-1 
Michigan 10-2 
Wisconsin 10-2 
Penn State 10-2 
Colorado 10-2 
Oklahoma 9-2 
. Oklahoma State 9-2 
Southern California 9-3 
. Florida State 9-3 
Louisville 9-3 


. Auburn 8-4 
. Florida 8-3 
. West Virginia 9-2 

Western Michigan 12-0 
. Stanford 9-3 

Navy 9-2 
. Utah 8-4 
. LSU 7-4 
. Tennessee 8-4 
. Virginia Tech 9-3 
. Houston 9-3 
. Pittsburgh 8-4 
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Alabama 13-0 
Clemson 12-1 
Ohio State 11-1 
Washington 12-1 
Penn State 11-2 
Michigan 10-2 
Oklahoma 10-2 
Wisconsin 10-3 
Southern California 9-3 
. Colorado 10-3 
. Florida State 9-3 
Oklahoma State 9-3 
Louisville 9-3 
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ALABAMA’S 54-16 WIN OVER FLORIDA IN THE SEC CHAMPIONSHIP 
GAME SECURED A PERFECT REGULAR SEASON AND THE #1 SEED IN 
THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF. 


Auburn 8-4 
Western Michigan 13-0 
West Virginia 10-2 
Florida 8-4 
Stanford 9-3 
Utah 8-4 
LSU 7-4 
Tennessee 8-4 
Virginia Tech 9-4 
Pittsburgh 8-4 
Temple 10-3 
Navy 9-3 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
FOUNDATION 


THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF (CFP) FOUNDATION is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization which serves as the charitable 
arm of the College Football Playoff. The CFP Foundation was 
formed in 2013. With such a game-changing format on 
the field, the College Football Playoff decided to use this 
opportunity to make an equally significant commitment off 
the field. 


While there are many causes deserving of the CFP 
Foundation’s support, the Foundation is committed to 
supporting education across the country. The CFP 
Foundation’s reach encompasses early childhood education, 
inspiring a college going culture, and supporting the teaching 
profession. Within these initiatives, the primary focus of the 
Foundation is teachers, expressed through the Extra Yard for 
Teachers cause brand. 


The mission of Extra Yard for Teachers is to elevate the 
teaching profession by inspiring and empowering quality 
teachers through the development and implementation of 
programs in three key focus areas: direct provision of 
resources, teacher recognition, and professional development 
training. Each of these areas is composed of multiple 
resources supported by partner programming directed by 
schools, conferences, bowl games, and others to positively 
affect teachers across the country. 


e 1,800+ teachers recognized at 
football games in season and at the 
national championship game. 

e $1.1 million dedicated to teacher 

professional development through 

partner organizations. 

$2.7 million given to fund teacher 

classroom needs. 

* 660,000 students lives enriched 
by the Extra Yard for Teachers 
program and partners. 


EXTRA YARD - 
STEACHERS 


Beginning with the 2014 season, many partnerships have 
been formed with organizations around the country to 
increase the reach of the CFP Foundation and Extra Yard for 
Teachers. The Foundation relies on these partnerships to 
execute its initiatives, expand impact, and support positive 
educational outcomes. 


The CFP Foundation is funded primarily through licensing and 
merchandising revenues from College Football Playoff 
National Championship apparel and other licensed products. 
You can also help make a difference and support your 
team in the process by purchasing branded gear through 
shop.collegefootballplayoff.com. In addition, some of these 
funds will go back into the communities of the teams 
competing in the national championship game! 


Visit www.cfp-foundation.org for more information on the 
CFP Foundation and Extra Yard for Teachers. 


CURRENT PARTNERS 
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LOOK FOR THE LABEL 


When purchasing your College Football Playoff™ merchandise, make sure it’s official by looking 
for the “Officially Licensed Collegiate Products” hologram. This hologram assures that the 
product has been approved by the Playoff and its participating teams. 


Proceeds from the sale of College Football Playoff licensed merchandise 
go to support the participating institutions and Extra Yard for Teachers, 
the CFP’s initiative that empowers teachers and students by providing 
resources, support and program development to positively affect eT ene 
students’ education in K-through-12 classrooms and in the communities ee 
throughout the country that will host the College Football Playoff National 

Championship. 


Share your championship spirit! Use #CFBPlayoff when you post pictures in your game day gear. 


For more information about the College Football Playoff licensing program, contact: 
The Collegiate Licensing Company 
770.956.0520 / www.clc.com 
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EXTRA YARD 
TEACHERS 
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The second annual Extra Yard for Teachers Week took place 
September 17-24, 2016 and was a tremendous success 
made possible by the universities, conferences, bowls, and 
CFP Foundation partners that put teachers center-stage. 


Extra Yard for Teachers Week is an eight-day period dedicated 
to celebrating teachers across the country supported by the 
College Football Playoff (CFP) Foundation and its partners. 


¢ Complimentary game tickets provided to teachers 

e Gifts given to local teachers by student-athletes 

e Testimonies shared about the importance of teachers by 
collegiate football coaches and student-athletes 

¢ On-field recognition of teachers 


As a prominent partner of the CFP Foundation, ESPN featured 
teachers on-air in coordination with the weekly College 
GameDay program in the communities of Louisville and 
Knoxville. The CFP Foundation and ESPN also activated 
during Extra Yard for Teachers Week by funding 524 
DonorsChoose.org projects which impacted 232 schools, 
453 teachers, and 52,450 students. 


Extra Yard for Teachers’ mission of inspiring and empowering 


quality teachers was fulfilled through the powerful engagement 
that took place this fall around the country. 


September 16-23, 2017 
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brought to you by Dr Pepper, is a new program that has been 
developed by the College Football Playoff (CFP) Foundation in coordination with the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). 
CCSSO runs the National Teacher of the Year program, presented by Voya Financial, Inc., which is the oldest, most prestigious 
national honors program that focuses public attention on excellence in teaching. The College Football Playoff platform provides a 
stage for teachers to be celebrated and thanked for their impact on our country. 


The CFP Foundation and CCSSO will jointly host the 56 National Teachers of the Year in Tampa, FL, for the 2017 College 
Football Playoff National Championship thanks to the tremendous support from Dr Pepper. This group is composed of one 
exemplary State Teacher of the Year from each US state and territory. The 2016 National Teacher of the Year, Jahana Hayes, has 
spent the last year traveling the nation to represent educators and advocate on behalf of teachers. 


“In order for teams to make it to the big game, they need a strong and supportive coach. Likewise, each day teachers are coaching 
next generation for their most important challenge — a shot at a successful and happy life. I’m proud to stand with the CFP Foundation 
and CCSSO celebrating success on the field and in the classroom.” - Jahana Hayes, 2016 National Teacher of the Year 


During the weekend leading up to the national championship game, the 56 National Teachers of the Year, as well as the four 
Florida Teacher of the Year runner-ups, were honored guests at CFP Foundation events including the Extra Yard for Teachers 
Summit, Extra Yard 5K, and Taste of the Championship. In addition, the teachers were treated to VIP hospitality at the Playoff 
Playlist Live! concert series and Championship Tailgate events. As the pinnacle of the weekend, the 2016 Teachers of the 
Year are being recognized on-field at halftime of the national championship game in celebration of their superb effort and 
dedication to the teaching profession. 


The CFP Foundation looks forward to continuing the tradition of recognizing teachers at the national championship game for 
years to come. 


HOSTED BY COACH HERM EDWARDS 
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GET READY 


TUNE IN AT ALMOSTGAMETIME.COM 


ae Trademarks © Mars, Incorporated 2016 
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EXTRA YARD . school 


CLASSROOM : specialty. 
| MAKEOVER ; featuring 
}PROJECT, ssi SUARDIAN® 


\ sponsored by SSI Guardian, a 
| subsidiary of School Specialty, was launched in the fall of 2016 as a creative way to put 
resources directly into teacher classrooms. “We are honored to have the ability to provide this 
transformational program for classrooms across America,” said Britton Banowsky, Executive 
Director of the College Football Playoff (CFP) Foundation. “We understand the challenges that 
schools and educators face when resources are limited and hope to help lighten the burden.” 


The program will provide full classroom makeovers to 10 teachers and include elements such 

as furniture, new technology, storage components, and more supplied by School Specialty. 
Teachers from around the country were invited to apply for a classroom makeover through the CFP Foundation website. 
The Extra Yard Classroom Makeover Project in its inaugural year drew in almost 900 applications from teachers in 47 states. 


From among the online applications, three randomly drawn winners were announced in early November followed by one 
winner from each College Football Playoff Semifinal community. On January 7, 2017, three additional winners were drawn from 
among the attendees of the Extra Yard for Teachers Summit in Tampa, FL. The last winner will be selected at the Extra Yard for 
Teachers Legacy Summit in Dallas, TX, on January 11, 2017. 


Follow the progress of these classroom makeovers through 
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~ Is in the making. 


AT&T proudly supports champions on and off the field. 


Official Sponsor of the College Football Playoff 


NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association. ©2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. 
AT&T and the Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 
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provides collegiate banners free of 
charge to grade schools in the host 
community of the next national 
championship game in order to 
generate a college-going culture 
and inspire grade-school students 
to believe that a college education 
is achievable. This program began 
in 2014 prior to the inaugural 
national championship game_ in 
North Texas and continued into the 
Tampa community this fall. 


In Tampa, the College Banner Program has distributed 15,000 
banners, into 11,191 classrooms, impacting 228,439 students, 
in 547 schools. These specific banners represent colleges and 
universities in the state of Florida as well as one college from 


each FBS conference. Schools are encouraged to hang the 
banners in high traffic areas and to engage students with 
specific curriculum regarding the opportunities available to 
get them on the path to attending college. 


As away to make a lasting impression in the host communities, 
the CFP Foundation hosts prominent former college football 
players, including Tim Brown and Darren Woodson, at their 
childhood schools to hang the banners of their alma 
maters. “My teachers made me believe that college was 
a possibility for me. Even at a very young age they let me 
know, ‘Hey, work hard, study hard, and this could happen.’ 
That’s powerful,” said Brown. In 2016, Derrick Brooks, former 
Florida State Seminole and Tampa Bay Buccaneer, joined the 
CFP Foundation at Brooks DeBartolo High School to hang 
the FSU college banner and speak to the students about the 
importance of a college education. 
Visit for more 
information on the College Banner Program. 
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Don’t forget to redeem your 
gift card on a teacher’s request 


Visit DonorsChoose.org/College-Football-Playoff 
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Support a classroom. Build a future. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION 


“Playoff Green” is the moniker for the sustainability projects developed around the College Football Playoff National Championship. 
Colleges and universities have been leading the way across America in incorporating sustainability as a key part of the way they 
operate. Our mission at the national championship game is to apply the best of those sustainability concepts to the way we 
organize and implement our activities. 


Among the initiatives around the College Football Playoff National Championship are: 


SOLID WASTE RECYCLING at the major event venues including the Tampa Convention Center, site of Playoff Fan 
Central, and Raymond James Stadium, site of the national championship game. Watch for the “green ambassador” crew 
helping fans recycle in stadium on game day. 


PREPARED FOOD RECOVERY from CFP events. Food that is cooked but never served will be recovered safely and 
fed to hungry people in the greater Tampa area through a partnership with Feeding Tampa Bay food bank. 


MATERIAL REPURPOSING is an important strategy to keep material out of landfills. Construction materials, décor, 
and other event materials are being donated to local organizations that can reuse, recycle, and remanufacture these materials 
to benefit the local community. 


RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATES provide a way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and address CFP’s 
impact on climate change. Stadium and Championship Campus events will be “green” powered through use of renewable 
energy certificates (RECs) provided by TECO/Tampa Electric. 


GERDAU PLAYOFF GREEN CAMPUS CHALLENGE is the new 
initiative to bring sustainability to local school campuses. Ten local Hillsborough 
County schools have been challenged to implement a series of sustainability projects G E RDAU 
on their campuses. Schools that successfully complete the Campus Challenge 


are awarded grants for school supplies and for urban forestry projects in their 
neighborhood or on their school campus. 


Help the College Football Playoff keep Tampa Bay, and the world, green for years to come. 
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SHELBY HALL IS ONE OF UA’S LARGEST ACADEMIC BUILDINGS AND ONE OF THE MOST SOPHISTICATED 
CAMPUS SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FACILITIES IN THE NATION. 


ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


With a beautiful campus, outstanding academic programs, 
expert and world-renowned faculty, and numerous 
opportunities for service and growth, The University of Alabama 
is a place where legends are made. 


UA offers its 37,000 students — the largest campus in Alabama 
— a premier educational, cultural and social experience with 
more than 200 undergraduate, graduate and professional 
programs. The campus gives students the opportunity to 
interact with nationally renowned faculty performing cutting- 
edge research. UA students have earned 47 Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarships, 16 Harry S. Truman Scholarships and 32 NOAA 
Hollings Scholarships, among many others. Programs like 
the UA Honors College, Computer-Based Honors, University 
Fellows, the Blackburn Institute and the Blount Undergraduate 
Initiative give high-achieving students the chance to expand 
their horizons and interact with state and national leaders in 
academics, business and government. UA’s STEM Path to 
the MBA offers scholars in the sciences, mathematics and 
engineering an opportunity to work toward an MBA as they 
complete their undergraduate degrees. UA also is a leader 
among public universities in the United States with more than 
600 National Merit Scholars enrolled. 


Students benefit from a wide variety of theatre, dance, opera 
and instrumental musical performances throughout the year as 
well as many active museums and art galleries, including 
Moundville Archaeological Park and the Paul R. Jones Gallery 
and Collection of American Art. The Capstone International 
Center sends students to dozens of countries for study abroad 
to round out their educations with a world perspective. 


Life on the UA campus is defined by opportunities. Students can 
join more than 500 organizations or volunteer to help children 
and adults in the community through many service activities at 
local schools and charities, including the Al’s Pals mentoring 
program and volunteer work and food drives for the West 
Alabama Food Bank. UA Athletics has a well-known tradition of 
excellence and championships, and University Recreation offers 
a host of get-active programs where students can develop their 
bodies as well as their minds. Adaptive Athletics has created its 
own tradition of championships, bringing athletes to the campus 
to compete in such sports as wheelchair basketball and tennis. 


UA also strives to enrich the learning and work environment by 
providing an accepting, inclusive community that attracts and 
supports a diverse faculty, staff and student body. Programs 
throughout the year — Honors College Town Halls, Crossroads 
Community Center Sustained Dialogue and Creative Campus 
speakers — bring students with different ideas and backgrounds 
together to find common cause. 


The University continues to expand its capacity for excellence 
through the recently added Robert E. Witt Student Activity 
Center, North Lawn Hall classroom building and a new wing for 
the Million Dollar Band at UA’s Moody Music Building. Exciting 
plans call for constructing a Performing Arts Academic Center 
at the historic Bryce Hall. 


UA is often referred to as “The Capstone” by alumni and friends 
of the University. “The Capstone” is a nickname for The 
University of Alabama coined by former UA President G. H. 
Denny when he referred to the University as the “capstone of 
the public school system of the state” in 1913. Capstone means 
“the top stone or high point.” UA continues to reach for the 
highest goals of excellence — a place where students, faculty 
and staff can create their own legends. 
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HEAD COACH - 


A man of vision who has a proven record of championship 
success, head coach Nick Saban has returned The University 
of Alabama to the top of the college football landscape with his 
commitment to building the total program. After the victory 
over Clemson in the 2016 College Football Playoff National 
Championship, Saban joined Paul “Bear” Bryant as the only 
two coaches to win five national titles in the modern era. 


In his 10th season in Tuscaloosa, Saban’s uncompromising 
dedication to excellence in every phase of the program has 
resulted in four national championships over the last seven 
years. A six-time National Coach of the Year, Saban has 
achieved resounding success as a head coach and has earned 
a reputation as an outstanding tactician, leader, organizer and 
motivator. Those qualities have sparked impressive turnarounds 
at every stop of his career. Saban’s consistent approach and 
disciplined leadership are the reasons his teams are known for 
exhibiting grit, determination and resilience. 


He is the only coach to win back-to-back BCS _ national 
championships and has won five titles in his last 14 years of 
coaching college football, including four titles in the last 
seven years at Alabama. Saban is one of three college 
coaches in the poll era (since 1936) to win three national 
championships in four years, joining Frank Leahy of Notre 
Dame and Tom Osbourne of Nebraska. 


Saban has compiled a 204-60-1 (.772) record as a college head 
coach and has gone 113-18 (.863) in his 10 seasons in 
Tuscaloosa. After the SEC and national championship game 
wins in 2015 and his SEC title in 2016, Saban is 12-1 all-time in 
conference or national championship games. 


The Nick’s Kids Fund is a vibrant example of the Sabans’ 
continuing concern for disadvantaged children. Since Nick 
and Terry Saban arrived in Tuscaloosa in 2007, more than $5.5 
million has been distributed to numerous charities and 
organizations throughout the state and surrounding areas. This 
year’s total in terms of funds distributed through Nick’s Kids 
initiatives was $475,000. 


A native of Fairmont, West Virginia, Saban is a 1973 graduate of 
Kent State University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
business. He earned a master’s degree in sports administration 
from Kent State in 1975. Born Oct. 31, 1951, Saban and his wife, 
the former Terry Constable, have two children, Nicholas and 
Kristen. They have one granddaughter, Amelie, a daughter-in- 
law, Kelse, and son-in-law, Adam Setas. 
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The American 


Eagle Foundation 


is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization whose mission is to 
protect and care for the United 
States’ living symbol of freedom, 
the Bald Eagle, and other 
birds of prey. 


Since 1985, the AEF has carried 
out its mission through 
Education, Repopulation, 
Conservation, & Rehabilitation. 
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Challenger is anon-releasable Bald Eagle (born in 
1989) cared for by the non-profit American Eagle 
Foundation headquartered at Dolly Parton's Dollywood 
family theme park in Pigeon Forge, TN. 


Challenger was named in honor of the fallen space shuttle 
crew. For over twenty years, Challenger has been an 
ambassador for his species, making educational 
appearances across the U.S. and raising awareness about 
Bald Eagle conservation. 


He is the first Bald Eagle in U.S. history trained to free-fly 
into major sports stadiums, arenas, and ballrooms during 
the National Anthem! Some of his biggest appearances 
include MLB World Series, Fiesta Bowls, NFL Pro-Bowls, 
BCS National Championships, NCAA Men's Final Four, 
the White House, Pentagon, U.S. Capitol Building, the 
World War Il Memorial, and numerous national TV shows 
including Dateline NBC, Fox and Friends, Good Morning 
America, the David Letterman Show, and Larry King Live. 


In 1989, Challenger was blown from a wild nest as a baby 
during a storm and was hand-raised by the people who 
rescued him. Unfortunately, he experienced too much 
human contact at a very young age and became “human 
imprinted.” Despite two attempts to release Challenger 
back into the wild, he kept landing near people to beg for 
food. On his third attempt to score a meal, a frightened 
man almost beat him with a stick, but a bystander saved 
him from harm. At one year of age, Challenger was placed 
under the care of the American Eagle Foundation by 
federal/state fish and wildlife agencies to be used for 
educational purposes. Challenger is physically perfect, but 
he thinks he’s a person and cannot survive in the wild. 


Attend any University of Alabama football game and you will 
see its spirit squads entertaining fans and supporting the 
Crimson Tide. The Alabama cheerleaders, dance team, Million 
Dollar Band and loveable mascot Big Al have been a fixture at 
Crimson Tide sporting events throughout the years. 


Alabama spirit squads have seen incredible success lately as 
the Coed squad won its third Universal Cheerleaders 
Association National Championship in January of 2015, while 
the All-Girl team won its first. Alabama is the only school to ever 
win the Division | Coed and All-Girl title in the same season. In 
2016, the Coed team placed 3rd and All-Girl came in 2nd. Both 
teams are looking to take back the titles in January 2017. 


Alabama has also had the distinct honor of hosting the 
prestigious annual UCA College Camp for the past 20 years. 
With over 1,200 college cheerleaders and dancers from across 


the nation attending, both cheer teams as well as Big Al 
represented the University with the utmost pride, while winning 
many awards along the way. 


The Million Dollar Band, comprised of over 400 students with 
various majors and interests, is the largest single organization 
on campus and is an exciting part of the Crimson Tide spirit 
and tradition. 


In addition to their presence at sporting events, the spirit 
squads are a fixture in the Tuscaloosa community at volunteer 
events throughout the year. Recently, the group made a trip to 
the Children’s Hospital in Birmingham to play with the kids, take 
pictures and to get the kids excited about the 2016 football 
season. The group also attends birthday parties and alumni 
events throughout the year, as well as University events and 
charity appearances. 
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GAME 1: VS. USC 


SEPTEMBER 3, 2016 


True freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts accounted for four 
touchdowns (two passing, two rushing) while receiver ArDarius 
Stewart and running back Damien Harris had then career-best 
performances, supplementing a suffocating performance by 
the Crimson Tide defense to lead the No. 1 ranked University of 
Alabama football team to a 52-6 victory over the 20th-ranked 
University of Southern California Trojans before a crowd of 
81,359 at AT&T Stadium. 


The 46-point margin of victory was the largest Alabama 
winning margin over a top-20 ranked opponent since a 35-0 
win at sixth-ranked Florida in 1991, and was the second-largest 
victory margin over a top 20 team in Crimson Tide history 
following only a 55-point win (61-6) over Syracuse in the 
1953 Orange Bowl (1952 season). The largest Alabama victory 


margin ever against a ranked team was a 59-0 win over No. 21 
Texas A&M in 2014. 


Defensively, Alabama was stifling after allowing a scoring drive 
to open the game. The Tide was dominant at the line of 
scrimmage, holding the Trojans to 64 yards rushing on 30 
attempts, an average of 2.1 yards per rush. Redshirt freshman 
cornerback Anthony Averett recorded a team-best eight total 
tackles, including seven solos. Additionally, cornerback Minkah 
Fitzpatrick had six tackles and broke up two passes, defensive 
end Jonathan Allen had two quarterback sacks and the team 
broke up seven passes, had nine tackles for loss and three 
sacks. Sophomore cornerback Marlon Humphrey returned an 
interception for a touchdown in the first half. 
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passing yards by a quarterback in a career starting debut, 
throwing for 287 yards and two touchdowns to lead the top- 
ranked Crimson Tide football team to a 38-10 victory over the 
Western Kentucky Hilltoppers before a crowd of 101,821 at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium on The University of Alabama campus. 


In addition to breaking the previous record for passing yards in 
a starting debut of 285 yards set by Brodie Croyle versus 
Arkansas on September 28, 2002, Hurts’ performance also 
surpassed the previous Crimson Tide freshman passing yards 
mark of 167 yards set by Vince Sutton against Tennessee on 
October 20, 1984. 


Tide wide receiver Calvin Ridley’s 129 yards and a touchdown 
on nine catches led all receivers, while receiver ArDarius 


including a 52-yarder. Running back Damien Harris rushed for 
A5 yards on 11 carries to lead the Tide on the ground. 


Defensively, Alabama was as stingy as ever, allowing the only 
touchdown of the season with just 46 seconds remaining after 
WKU recovered a Tide fumble at the Alabama 26-yard line. 
Linebacker Reuben Foster recorded a team-best six total 
tackles, including five solos, and Eddie Jackson posted an 
interception return for a touchdown. 


Punter JK Scott averaged 46.4 yards on five punts, placing 
three inside the Tide 20 and two traveling more than 50 yards 
with a long of 58. 
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quarter deficit, tying the largest deficit overcome in the 
program’s history by scoring three non-offensive touchdowns, 
to defeat the 19th-ranked Ole Miss Rebels, 48-43. The win came 
before a stadium-record crowd of 66,176 (capacity: 64,038) at 
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. 


The largest crowd ever to attend a college football game in 
the state of Mississippi witnessed a wild one as the Crimson 
Tide snapped a two-game losing streak to the Rebels, 
outscoring Ole Miss by a 45-13 margin after trailing, 24-3, with 
less than three minutes remaining in the second period. That 
comeback tied the Alabama football record for the largest 
deficit overcome in a game. The Tide used a punt return 


Da’Ron Payne and an interception return by Jonathan Allen to 
punctuate the victory. 


Alabama freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts became the first 
Tide signal caller to rush for more than 100 yards since Tyler 
Watts in 2001 (110 vs. Ole Miss on October 13, 2001). Hurts 
accounted for 146 yards on the ground and threw for 158 more 
to accumulate 304 yards of total offense on the day. Tide 
wide receiver Calvin Ridley’s 81 yards on eight catches led 
Tide receivers, while receiver Gehrig Dieter had two catches 
for 47 yards. Running back Damien Harris rushed for a career- 
best 144 yards and a touchdown on 16 carries to lead the Tide 
running backs on the ground. 
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SEPTEMBER 24, 2016 


Alabama shut out Kent State, 48-0, before a capacity crowd of 
101,821 at Bryant-Denny Stadium on the campus of The 
University of Alabama. A strong start by the Crimson Tide 
quickly ended any question about the outcome as Alabama 
racked up a 21-O lead after one quarter and led, 41-0, at halftime. 


Alabama freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts accounted for 218 
total yards on the day, passing for 164 yards and rushing for 54 
yards. Tide wide receiver Cam Sims had a career-best four 
catches for 54 yards while tight end O.J. Howard caught three 
passes for 60 yards and a touchdown. Receiver Trevon Diggs 
caught three passes for 23 yards and Derek Kief had three 
catches for 17 yards as 12 Alabama players caught at least one 


pass and nine players had at least one rushing attempt in the 
game. Freshman running back Joshua Jacobs rushed for 97 
yards on 11 attempts and scored two touchdowns. 


Tide linebacker Reuben Foster recorded a team-best seven 
total tackles, including two solos. As a unit, the Tide defense 
had three quarterback sacks, five tackles for loss, one forced 
fumble and six quarterback hurries. 


Alabama punter JK Scott averaged 49.0 yards on two punts, 
including a long of 53. Placekicker Adam Griffith connected on 
both field goal attempts, connecting from 28 and 48 yards. 
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Sophomore wide receiver Calvin Ridley had a career-best 
performance with 11 catches for 174 yards and two scores, and 
the Crimson Tide defense produced another dominant 
performance to lead top-ranked Alabama toa 34-6 Homecoming 
victory over the Kentucky Wildcats in front of a capacity crowd 
of 101,821 at Bryant-Denny Stadium on the Alabama campus. 


Ridley caught scoring passes of 10 and 19 yards from Tide 
quarterback Jalen Hurts and also had a 46-yard catch to 
highlight a solid performance by the Alabama offense. Hurts 
threw for 262 yards and two scores on the night, completing 
20 of 33 attempts, while freshman running back Josh Jacobs 
rushed for 100 yards on 16 carries and caught three passes for 
54 yards on the night. Jacobs’ rushing outing marked his first 
100-yard rushing performance for the Tide. 


Alabama was methodical after falling behind 3-0 early, building 
a 17-3 halftime lead on Jacobs’ one-yard touchdown run and a 


55-yard fumble return for a score by Tide linebacker Ronnie 
Harrison in the second quarter. Ridley’s two touchdown 
catches came in the third quarter, putting the game away at 
31-3 entering the final period. 


Overall, the Tide gained 488 yards (315 passing and 173 
rushing), picked up 25 first downs, and averaged 6.5 yards per 
play. Kentucky gained 161 yards (89 passing and 72 rushing), 
along with converting 12 first downs and averaging 2.8 yards 
per play. Tide linebacker Shaun Dion Hamilton recorded a 
team-best eight total tackles, including four solos. As a unit, 
the Tide defense had four quarterback sacks, nine tackles 
for loss, three forced fumbles and six quarterback hurries. 
Tide punter JK Scott punted only once, a boot that traveled 
58 yards. Placekicker Adam Griffith connected on two of 
three field goal attempts, hitting from 44 and 24 yards, missing 
from 35. 
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JALEN HURTS FINISHED WITH 273 ALL-PURPOSE YARDS AND FOUR TOUCHDOWNS AGAINST THE RAZORBACKS. 


NO. 1 ALABAMA DOWNS NO. 16 ARKANSAS ON THE ROAD 


FRESHMAN QUARTERBACK HURTS ACCOUNTS FOR FOUR OF ALABAMA’S SEVEN TOUCHDOWNS 


Two touchdowns by the defense and an explosive performance 
by the offense highlighted a big road victory as the No. 1-ranked 
Alabama Crimson Tide beat the 16th-ranked Arkansas Razorbacks, 
49-30, before an overflow crowd of 75,459 on Frank Broyles Field 
at Donald W. Reynolds Razorback Stadium (capacity: 72,000). 


Alabama’s freshman quarterback, Jalen Hurts, accounted for 
four touchdowns (two rushing and two passing) while the Tide’s 
defense punctuated an inconsistent performance with back- 
breaking scores ona pair of interception returns for touchdowns. 


Hurts passed for 253 yards and two touchdowns with one 
interception while completing 13-of-17 attempts. The interception 
snapped a string of 139 clean attempts by Hurts, the second- 
longest in Crimson Tide history. Running back Damien Harris 
rushed for 122 yards on 13 carries, including a 57-yarder while 


averaging 9.4 yards per attempt, along with 60 yards and a 
touchdown on three catches. Wide receiver ArDarius Stewart 
returned to action after missing time with an injury to catch five 
passes for 120 yards, including a 67-yard reception. Freshman 
running back Josh Jacobs had a 56-yard run and gained 57 yards 
on three attempts early in the game before leaving with an injury. 


Linebackers Shaun Dion Hamilton and Ryan Anderson led the 
Tide with a game-high nine tackles. Hamilton had four solos, 
including one quarterback sack and 1.5 tackles for loss along 
with a forced fumble while Anderson had one sack and two 
tackles for loss. The Tide defense produced three interceptions, 
forced three fumbles, had six quarterback sacks, broke up five 
passes, had nine tackles for loss, and was credited with 12 
quarterback hurries on the night. 
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EDDIE JACKSON CELEBRATES HIS 79-YARD PUNT RETURN FOR A TOUCHDOWN WITH TEAMMATE BO SCARBROUGH LATE IN THE FOURTH QUARTER. 


ALABAMA CRUSHES TENNESSEE IN A BATTLE OF TOP-10 TEAMS 


THE CRIMSON TIDE CONTINUE THEIR BALANCED ATTACK ON THE ROAD 


Freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts rushed for 132 yards and 
three touchdowns to key a dominant running attack while the 
Crimson Tide defense and special teams _ contributed 
touchdowns of their own as the top-ranked University of Alabama 
football team decisively defeated the ninth-ranked Volunteers of 
the University of Tennessee, 49-10, before a capacity crowd of 
102,455 at Neyland Stadium on the UT campus. 


Hurts directed the Tide offense to five touchdowns, Eddie 
Jackson returned a punt 79 yards for a score, and free safety 
Ronnie Harrison returned an interception 58 yards for a 
touchdown as Alabama moved ahead early and remained 
in command all afternoon. The Alabama defense limited 
the explosive Tennessee offense to a season-low 163 yards, 
including season lows in rushing (32 yards) and passing (131). 
Meanwhile, the Tide offense ground out 594 yards of total 
offense, the most in a game since 2010 (591 vs. San Jose State) 
and the 16th-most yards gained in a single game in Alabama 
history (the most ever by an Alabama team against Tennessee). 


The Tide rushed for 438 yards against the Vols, the most by an 
Alabama team since the Tide rushed for 457 yards against 
Tennessee in a 56-28 win in 1986 in Knoxville. Two Alabama 
players rushed for more than 100 yards in the game as Hurts had 
132 and three touchdowns while Scarbrough finished with 109 
and a touchdown on five carries. Hurts completed 16 of 26 pass 
attempts for 143 yards, throwing one interception. Wide receiver 
ArDarius Stewart had eight catches for 54 yards and wide receiver 
Calvin Ridley had five catches for 65 yards to lead the Tide. 


Alabama’s defense produced 10 tackles for loss and three 
quarterback sacks, broke up six passes, intercepted a pass and 
had numerous quarterback hurries in the game. Free safety 
Ronnie Harrison led the impressive effort with seven total 
tackles (six solos), intercepted a pass that he returned 52 
yards for a touchdown and broke up two passes on the day. 
Linebacker Shaun Dion Hamilton had six tackles (five solos), 
including two for losses. Cornerback Minkah Fitzpatrick also 
had six tackles (four solos). 
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CRIMSON TIDE DOWNS RANKED OPPONENT FOR THIRD STRAIGHT WEEK 


HANDS NO. 6 TEXAS A&M ITS FIRST LOSS OF THE SEASON 


In a game that stayed tight into the third quarter, the No. 
1-ranked University of Alabama Crimson Tide football team 
used yet another defensive touchdown to break things open 
against No. 6 Texas A&M, winning the game 33-14 on a picture- 
perfect afternoon in Bryant-Denny Stadium in front of a 
capacity crowd of 101,821 fans. 


Tide freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts threw for 164 yards while 
completing 15 of 25 attempts for two touchdowns with two 
interceptions. Sophomore running back Damien Harris led all 
rushers with 125 yards on 18 attempts while Hurts gained 93 yards 
and a touchdown on 21 rushes. Senior tight end O.J. Howard led 
all receivers with eight catches for 69 yards and a touchdown 
while wide receiver ArDarius Stewart had 57 receiving yards and 
receiver Calvin Ridley had 27 yards and a touchdown. 


attempts for 164 yards and two touchdowns with one 
interception. Junior running back Keith Ford led A&M with 62 
yards. Wide receivers Christian Kirk and Josh Reynolds both 
hauled in touchdowns for the Aggies, with Kirk gaining 58 
yards through the air on nine catches while Reynolds pulled in 
27 yards on two receptions. 


Alabama linebacker Reuben Foster led the Tide defense with 12 
tackles, including eight solo stops. Alabama had five sacks for 
50 yards on the day, with 11 tackles for loss for minus-74 yards. 
Linebacker Tim Williams had two sacks for 27 yards and 
linebacker Ryan Anderson had three tackles for loss for 12 yards. 
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In a defensive battle that was worthy of what has become one 
of college football’s great rivalries, the No. 1-ranked University 
of Alabama football team scored all of its points in the fourth 
quarter to take a 10-O win over the 15th-ranked LSU Tigers 
in Tiger Stadium. The win improved Alabama to 9-O overall 
and 6-0 in the Southeastern Conference while LSU fell to 5-3 
overall, 3-2 in the SEC. 


Linebacker Reuben Foster led Alabama with 11 tackles, 
including two solo stops. Marlon Humphrey had six solo stops 
and eight overall. Foster, Dalvin Tomlinson, Ryan Anderson, 
Tim Williams, Jonathan Allen and Rashaan Evan were all in on 
the Tide’s five sacks on a night that also saw the Crimson Tide 
tally nine tackles for loss. Alabama also limited LSU to six first 
downs on the night and 125 total yards. 


Alabama freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts scored his 10th 
rushing touchdown of the season and 22nd overall in the 
fourth quarter, while completing 10-of-19 passes for 107 yards 
with one interception. He also tallied a team-high 114 yards and 
a touchdown on 20-rushing attempts. Wide receiver ArDarius 
Stewart hauled in three catches for a team-best 55 receiving 
yards. Punter JK Scott had a big night, averaging 51.6 yards on 
five punts with a season long of 66 yards. 


After rushing for a school-record 284 yards in his last outing, 
LSU running back Leonard Fournette was held to just 35 yards 
on 17 attempts Saturday night. The Tiger’s Danny Etling was 11- 
of-24 with one interception and 92 yards on the night. DJ Chark 
led LSU’s receiving corps with 45 yards on three catches. 


COLLEGE SPORTS ARE HERE. 


eee SPORTS 


Please visit beinsports.com for schedules and listings. 


JALEN HURTS IS OFF TO THE RACES FOR HIS CAREER-LONG 60-YARD SCAMPER AGAINST THE BULLDOGS. 


HURTS HAS ANOTHER HISTORIC DAY ON OFFENSE 


ALABAMA DEFENSE HOLDS ITS OPPONENT WITHOUT A TOUCHDOWN FOR THE FIFTH GAME THIS SEASON 


The No. 1-ranked University of Alabama football team used a 
record-setting day by freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts to 
beat Mississippi State, 51-3, in front of a sellout crowd of 101,821 
in Bryant-Denny Stadium. The Crimson Tide improved to 10-0 
on the season and 7-0 in Southeastern Conference play while 
the Bulldogs fell to 4-6 overall and 2-4 in the SEC. 


Hurts became the first player in Alabama football’s storied history 
to throw for 300 yards (347) and rush for 100 yards (100) in the 
same game. His primary passing target on Saturday afternoon, 
wide receiver ArDarius Stewart, became the sixth player in UA 
history to catch three receiving touchdowns in the same game. 
Stewart ended the day with a 156-yard outing on eight catches. 


In addition to Hurts’ 100 yards, which included a touchdown 
run, running back Josh Jacobs gained 89 yards on nine rushes, 
averaging 9.9 yards per carry. Kicker Adam Griffith made all 
three of his field goal attempts, all in the first half, from 28, 30, 
and 39 yards out. Defensively, 27 different players notched at 
least one tackle, including six each from linebacker Reuben 
Foster, defensive back Minkah Fitzpatrick, linebacker Rashaan 
Evans and defensive tackle Dalvin Tomlinson. Linebacker 
Ryan Anderson, linebacker Tim Williams and defensive tackle 
Raekwon Davis all had sacks that drove the Bulldogs back a 
combined 29 yards. 
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The No. 1-ranked University of Alabama football team beat 
Chattanooga, 31-3, in front of a Bryant-Denny Stadium sellout 
crowd of 101,821. 


Alabama freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts was 15-of-21 
passing for 136 yards and three touchdowns. Tide sophomore 
wide receiver Calvin Ridley caught seven passes for 94 yards 
and a touchdown; senior wide receiver Gehrig Dieter caught 
three passes, with two going for touchdowns; and sophomore 
running back Damien Harris ran for 91 yards and touchdown to 
lead all rushers. 


NOVEMBER 19, 2016 


as 


Defensively, sophomore defensive back Ronnie Harrison led 
the Tide with 11 tackles, including eight solo stops. Senior 
defensive lineman Jonathan Allen and senior linebacker Reuben 
Foster both notched two tackles for loss. 


The victory set a record for Alabama head coach Nick Saban, 
who earned his 41st win while directing the nation’s top-ranked 
team at the Capstone. Saban’s Tide teams have won 41 of 46 
games when ranked number one. Also, the 46 games coaching 
the nation’s top-ranked squad ties Saban for that total with 
Ohio State legend Woody Hayes. 
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GAME 12: VS. 
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The No. 1 ranked University of Alabama football team closed out 
its regular season with a 30-12 home win over No. 13 Auburn in 
front of a sold-out 101,821 crowd in Bryant-Denny Stadium. 


As a team, Alabama covered 501 yards in total offense on 81 
plays while the Crimson Tide defense held Auburn to 182 yards 
on 45 plays, including just one first down in the first half and 
seven total. Freshman quarterback Jalen Hurts threw for 286 
yards on 27-of-36 passing, with two interceptions and two 
touchdowns. Hurts also scored a rushing touchdown. 


Senior kicker Adam Griffith drove home all three of his field 
goal attempts and three extra points. Sophomore running 


back Bo Scarbrough led the team in rushing with 90 rumbling 
yards on 17 carries. Junior wide receiver ArDarius Stewart 
notched a 100-plus yard receiving day, tallying 127 yards and a 
touchdown on 10 catches. 


Senior linebacker Reuben Foster and junior linebacker Shaun 
Dion Hamilton both accounted for eight stops on the day, with 
Hamilton also grabbing an interception to stymie Auburn’s most 
productive drive of the second half. Senior linebacker Ryan 
Anderson accounted for six tackles, including a sack for a loss 
of five yards. 
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REUBEN FOSTER MAKES ONE OF HIS TWO SACKS ON THE DAY ON HIS WAY TO SEC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME MOST VALUABLE PLAYER HONORS. 


ALABAMA SECURES THIRD STRAIGHT SEC TITLE 


HEADS BACK TO COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE SEASON 


The No. 1 ranked University of Alabama football team earned a 
54-16 victory over the 15th-ranked Florida Gators to win the 
2016 Southeastern Conference Championship in the Georgia 
Dome in front of 74,362 fans. The victory earned Alabama its 
26th SEC title and its seventh SEC Championship Game win in 
the 25-year history of the title game. 


Alabama scored in all phases of the game, including an 
interception and a blocked punt, both of which were returned 
for touchdowns. The Tide’s 54 points were the most against 
Florida in the history of the series, bettering the previous mark 
of 49 in 1926. The Crimson Tide defense held the Gators to 
O rushing yards on 30 attempts, the fewest rushing yards the 
Gators have gained against Alabama, with the previous low of 
15 coming in 2011 and again in 2015. 


The Tide gained 234 yards on the ground and 138 through the 
air for a total of 372 yards of total offense on 58 plays. With O 
net yards on the ground, the Gators gained 261 passing yards. 
The Gators’ 261 yards of total offense came on 69 plays. It took 


a while for Alabama’s offense to get going but by the third 
quarter it was nearly unstoppable. Alabama’s last touchdown 
of the third quarter and first of the fourth quarter covered a 
combined 189 yards on 22 plays and took 10:50 off the clock. 


Jalen Hurts was 11-of-20 passing for 138 yards and a touchdown. 
Sophomore running back Bo Scarbrough led all rushers with 91 
yards and two touchdowns on 11 carries. Freshman running 
back Josh Jacobs and redshirt sophomore Derrick Gore also 
scored rushing touchdowns. Alabama had three players with 
more than 40 yards receiving, including sophomore Calvin 
Ridley, who had four catches for 43 yards. 


Senior linebacker Reuben Foster earned Most Valuable Player 
honors by turning in 11 tackles, including nine solo stops, two 
quarterback sacks and two tackles for loss to lead the Crimson 
Tide defense. Sophomore defensive back Minkah Fitzpatrick, 
junior defensive back Tony Brown and junior linebacker Shaun 
Dion Hamilton all had interceptions on the day, with Fitzpatrick 
taking his back for a touchdown. 
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Led by a Crimson Tide bowl-record 180 yards on the ground 
from running back Bo Scarbrough and an opportunistic and 
often stifling defense, the No. 1-ranked University of Alabama 
football team won the College Football Playoff Semifinal at the 
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl, 24-7, over No. 4 Washington in front of 
a record crowd of 75,996 at the Georgia Dome. 


With the win, Alabama earned its 36th bowl victory, the most in 
collegiate football history. 


Scarbrough, the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl Offensive Most 
Valuable Player, opened and closed the Tide’s scoring. 
He bulled his way 18 yards into the end zone in the first quarter 
to tie things up with Washington and then powered 68 yards 
early in the fourth quarter to make it 24-7. In between he added 
nearly 100 yards rushing. Senior linebacker Ryan Anderson, 


SINGTON DECEMBER 31, 2016 


the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl Defensive MVP, scored Alabama’s 
11th defensive touchdown of the season in the waning moments 
of the first half, intercepting a pass and returning it 26 yards for 
a score. 


Defensively, Alabama _ tallied five sacks of Washington 
quarterback Jake Browning for losses totaling 38 yards, 
nabbed two interceptions returned for 54 yards and one 
touchdown and had seven tackles for losses totaling 48 
yards. Junior cornerback Anthony Averett led the Tide with six 
solo tackles, including a 13-yard sack and a forced fumble. 
Senior linebacker Reuben Foster had nine total tackles with 
a team-best six assists. 
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Jonathan Allen 
Blaine Anderson 
Keaton Anderson 
Ryan Anderson 
Anthony Averett 
Dakota Ball 
Cooper Bateman 
Parker Bearden 
Bradley Bozeman 
Deonte Brown 
Mekhi Brown 
Tony Brown 
Hunter Bryant 
Shyheim Carter 
Josh Casher 
Ronnie Clark 
David Cornwell 
Lester Cotton 
Ben Davis 
Raekwon Davis 
Will Davis 

Gehrig Dieter 
Trevon Diggs 
Johnny Dwight 
B.J. Emmons 
Lawrence Erekosima 
Rashaan Evans 
Raheem Falkins 
Minkah Fitzpatrick 
Miller Forristall 
Reuben Foster 
Robert Foster 
Joshua Frazier 
Derrick Garnett 
Derrick Gore 

Bo Grant 
Brandon Greene 
Adam Griffith 
Terrell Hall 
Shaun Dion Hamilton 
Da’Shawn Hand 
Damien Harris 
Truett Harris 
Ronnie Harrison 
J.C. Hassenauer 
Hale Hentges 
Keith Holcombe 
0.J. Howard 
Marlon Humphrey 
Jalen Hurts 
Eddie Jackson 
Josh Jacobs 
Anfernee Jennings 
Shawn Jennings 
Austin Johnson 
Hootie Jones 
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Leesburg, Va./Stone Bridge 
Charlotte, N.C./Myers Park 

Florence, Ala./Florence 

Daphne, Ala./Daphne 

Woodbury, N.J./Woodbury 

Lindale, Ga./Pepperell 

Murray, Utah/Cottonwood 

Bessemer, Ala./Bessemer Academy 
Roanoke, Ala./Handley 

Decatur, Ala./Austin 

Columbus, Ga./Carver 

Beaumont, Texas/Ozen 

Roswell, Ga./Fellowship Christian School 
Kentwood, La./Kentwood 

Mobile, Ala./St. Paul’s 

Calera, Ala./Calera 

Norman, Okla./Norman North 
Tuscaloosa, Ala./Central 

Gordo, Ala./Gordo 

Meridian, Miss./Meridian 
Letohatchee, Ala./Fort Dale Academy 
South Bend, Ind./Washington/Bowling Green 
Gaithersburg, Md./Avalon School 
Rochelle, Ga./Wilcox County 
Morganton, N.C./Freedom 
Simpsonville, $.C./Clinton 

Auburn, Ala./Auburn 

New Orleans, La./G.W. Carver 

Old Bridge, N.J./St. Peter’s Prep 
Cartersville, Ga./Cartersville 

Auburn, Ala./Auburn 

Monaca, Pa./Central Valley 
Springdale, Ark./Har-Ber 

Tuscaloosa, Ala./Holy Spirit 
Syracuse, N.Y./Milford Academy/Coffeyville C.C. 
Valley, Ala./Valley 

Ellenwood, Ga./Cedar Grove 
Calhoun, Ga./Calhoun 

Washington, D.C./St. John’s 
Montgomery, Ala./Carver 
Woodbridge, Va./Woodbridge 
Richmond, Ky./Madison Southern 
Brentwood, Tenn./Brentwood 
Tallahassee, Fla./FSU University School 
Woodbury, Minn./East Ridge 
Jefferson City, Mo./Helias 
Tuscaloosa, Ala./Hillcrest 

Prattville, Ala./Autauga Academy 
Hoover, Ala./Hoover 

Channelview, Texas/Channelview 
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla./Boyd Anderson 
Tulsa, Okla./McLain 

Dadeville, Ala./Dadeville 

Dadeville, Ala./Dadeville 

Elba, Ala./Elba 

Monroe, La./Neville 


Mobile, Ala./Faith Academy 
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Brandon Kennedy 
Derek Kief 

Jamar King 
Korren Kirven 
Nigel Knott 
Scott Lashley 
Donnie Lee Jr. 
Rogria Lewis 
Jake Long 

Torin Marks 
Xavian Marks 
Jared Mayden 
Cole Mazza 
Joshua McMillon 
Scott Meyer 
Christian Miller 
Brandon Moore 
Donavan Mosley 
Jamey Mosley 
Montana Murphy 
Chris Owens 
Andy Pappanastos 
Jacob Parker 
Ryan Parris 
Da’Ron Payne 
Richie Petitbon 
Ross Pierschbacher 
Daniel Powell 
Jacob Probasco 
Josh Pugh 
Armani Purifoye 
Avery Reid 
Jonathan Rice 
Calvin Ridley 
Aaron Robinson 
Cam Robinson 
Brannon Satterfield 
Bo Scarbrough 
JK Scott 

T.J. Simmons 
Cam Sims 

Irv Smith Jr. 

O.J. Smith 

Nate Staskelunas 
ArDarius Stewart 
Cam Stewart 
Alphonse Taylor 
Deionte Thompson 
Dalvin Tomlinson 
Levi Wallace 
Dallas Warmack 
Jonah Williams 
Quinnen Williams 
Tim Williams 
Mack Wilson 
Matt Womack 
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228 
202 
201 
203 
235 
309 
207 
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254 
345 
190 
305 
170 
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244 
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165 
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Wetumpka, Ala./Wetumpka 
Cincinnati, Ohio/La Salle 

Detroit, Mich./Denby/Mendocino C.C. 
Lynchburg, Va./Brookville 

Madison, Miss./Germantown 

West Point, Miss./West Point 
Northport, Ala./Tuscaloosa County 
Birmingham, Ala./Gardendale 
Vestavia Hills, Ala./Vestavia Hills 
Rosenberg, Texas/George Ranch 
Rosenberg, Texas/George Ranch 
Sachse, Texas/Sachse 

Bakersfield, Calif./Liberty 

Memphis, Tenn./Whitehaven 
Alpharetta, Ga./Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Columbia, S.C./Spring Valley 
Cincinnati, Ohio/Hills Christian Academy 
San Antonio, Texas/James Madison 
Mobile, Ala./Theodore 

Southlake, Texas/Carroll Senior 
Arlington, Texas/Lamar 

Montgomery, Ala./Trinity Presbyterian/ Ole Miss 
Meridianville, Ala./Westminster Christian 
Madison, Ala./James Clemons 
Birmingham, Ala./Shades Valley 
Annapolis, Md./Gonzaga 

Cedar Falls, lowa/Cedar Falls 
Aliceville, Ala./Pickens Academy 
Plainsboro, N.J./West Windsor-Plainsboro South 
Chelsea, Ala./Chelsea 

Kingsland, Ga./Camden County 
Oneonta, Ala./Oneonta 

Madison, Ala./Bob Jones 

Coconut Creek, Fla./Monarch 
Deerfield Beach, Fla./Deerfield Beach 
Monroe, La./West Monroe 

Austin, Texas/Lake Travis 

Northport, Ala./Tuscaloosa County 
Denver, Colo./Mullen 

Pinson, Ala./Clay-Chalkville 

Monroe, La./Ouachita Parish 

New Orleans, La./Brother Martin 
Bossier City, La./Airline 

Greenville, N.C./Arendell Parrott Academy 
Fultondale, Ala./Fultondale 

San Jose, Calif./Valley Christian 
Mobile, Ala./Davidson 

Orange, Texas/West Orange-Stark 
McDonough, Ga./Henry County 
Tucson, Ariz./Tucson 

Atlanta, Ga./Mays 

Folsom, Calif./Folsom 

Birmingham, Ala./Wenonah 

Baton Rouge, La./University Lab 
Montgomery, Ala./Carver 
Hernando, Miss./Magnolia Heights 


Birmingham, Ala./Vestavia Hills 


canon 


7am ) \s 
} 


L 


eZ SEE lMIPiOS Si BiNE 


ed trademark on Inc. in the Unit ates and ma lemarks or trademarks i ler countries 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


1 


Oy © Foy ~ fou o fom » fom by Ese — 


ko o wo fm wo Bom co Mom wo ®»y ey YY HHH » P- FF ft fF -F- Ff Fe 
ion iG bee = Bea S Bee 9 Bee 8 Bee S Bee © Bea S Bea S Bee S aS Bee © Bea S Bea 8 Bee oc Eee co Bee = Boe o foe & Bee ® fon S Ree oo 


Ben Davis 

Robert Foster 
Tony Brown 
Jalen Hurts 
Calvin Ridley 
Eddie Jackson 
Shyheim Carter 
Ronnie Clark 
Hootie Jones 
Trevon Diggs 
Jared Mayden 
Da’Shawn Hand 
Bo Scarbrough 
Reuben Foster 
Gehrig Dieter 
David Cornwell 
Nigel Knott 
ArDarius Stewart 
Deionte Thompson 
Ronnie Harrison 
JK Scott 

Jamey Mosley 
T.J. Simmons 
Cam Sims 
Cooper Bateman 
Shawn Jennings 
Xavian Marks 
Montana Murphy 
Shaun Dion Hamilton 
B.J. Emmons 
Rogria Lewis 
Ryan Anderson 
Aaron Robinson 
Terrell Hall 

Josh Jacobs 
Marlon Humphrey 
Derrick Gore 
Anthony Averett 
Minkah Fitzpatrick 
Mack Wilson 
Keaton Anderson 
Rashaan Evans 
Anfernee Jennings 
Damien Harris 
Nate Staskelunas 
Torin Marks 
Thomas Woods 
Johnny Dwight 
Donavan Mosley 
Jonathan Rice 
Austin Johnson 
Levi Wallace 
Joshua McMillon 
Blaine Anderson 
Parker Bearden 
Keith Holcombe 


Jacob Parker 


LB 
WR 
DB 
QB 
wR 
DB 
DB 
RB 
DB 
wR 
DB 
DL 
RB 
LB 
wR 
QB 
DB 
wR 
DB 
DB 
P 
LB 
wR 
wR 
QB 
LB 
wR 


6-4 
6-2 
6-0 
6-2 
6-1 

6-0 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-0 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 

6-3 
6-5 


5-11 


234 
191 
198 
209 
188 
194 
190 
215 
215 
195 
200 
280 
228 
228 
207 
228 
175 
204 
190 
216 
202 
228 
201 
203 
220 
220 
166 
201 
232 
206 
196 
253 
181 
247 
204 
196 
210 
183 
203 
244 
215 
231 
264 
214 
207 
175 
165 
306 
180 
207 
200 
170 
237 
187 
201 
227 
222 


Fr. 
R-Jr. 
ae 
Fr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
R-So. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
R-So. 
Fr. 
R-Jr. 
eile 
So. 
Jr. 
R-So. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
R-Jr. 
Fr. 
So. 
Fr. 
Ne 
Fr. 
Jr. 
R-Sr. 
[Fle 
Fr. 
Et 
R-So. 
R-So. 


R-Jr. 


R-Fr. 


R-So. 


R-So. 


Gordo, Ala./Gordo 

Monaca, Pa./Central Valley 

Beaumont, Texas/Ozen 

Channelview, Texas/Channelview 
Coconut Creek, Fla./Monarch 
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla./Boyd Anderson 
Kentwood, La./Kentwood 

Calera, Ala./Calera 

Monroe, La./Neville 

Gaithersburg, Md./Avalon School 
Sachse, Texas/Sachse 

Woodbridge, Va./Woodbridge 
Northport, Ala./Tuscaloosa County 
Auburn, Ala./Auburn 

South Bend, Ind./Washington/Bowling Green 
Norman, Okla./Norman North 
Madison, Miss./Germantown 
Fultondale, Ala./Fultondale 

Orange, Texas/West Orange-Stark 
Tallahassee, Fla./FSU University School 
Denver, Colo./Mullen 

Mobile, Ala./Theodore 

Pinson, Ala./Clay-Chalkville 

Monroe, La./Ouachita Parish 

Murray, Utah/Cottonwood 

Dadeville, Ala./Dadeville 

Rosenberg, Texas/George Ranch 
Southlake, Texas/Carroll Senior 
Montgomery, Ala./Carver 

Morganton, N.C./Freedom 
Birmingham, Ala./Gardendale 
Daphne, Ala./Daphne 

Deerfield Beach, Fla./Deerfield Beach 
Washington, D.C./St. John’s 

Tulsa, Okla./McLain 

Hoover, Ala./Hoover 

Syracuse, N.Y./Milford Academy/Coffeyville C.C. 
Woodbury, N.J./Woodbury 

Old Bridge, N.J./St. Peter’s Prep 


Montgomery, Ala./Carver 


. Florence, Ala./Florence 


Auburn, Ala./Auburn 


. Dadeville, Ala./Dadeville 


Richmond, Ky./Madison Southern 
Greenville, N.C./Arendell Parrott Academy 
Rosenberg, Texas/George Ranch 
Birmingham, Ala./Vestavia Hills 

Rochelle, Ga./Wilcox County 

San Antonio, Texas/James Madison 
Madison, Ala./Bob Jones 

Elba, Ala./Elba 


Tucson, Ariz./Tucson 


. Memphis, Tenn./Whitehaven 


Charlotte, N.C./Myers Park 
Bessemer, Ala./Bessemer Academy 
Tuscaloosa, Ala./Hillcrest 


Meridianville, Ala./Westminster Christian 
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43 
44 
44 
45 
45 
46 
47 
47 
48 
50 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55: 
56 
56 
58 
iS) 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
69 
71 
v2) 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
89 
90 
91 
92 
92 
93 
94 
98 
ek] 
99 


Lawrence Erekosima 


Dakota Ball 
Avery Reid 
Hunter Bryant 

Bo Grant 

Derrick Garnett 
Christian Miller 
Josh Pugh 

Mekhi Brown 
Vohn Keith 
Alphonse Taylor 
Jake Long 

Scott Meyer 
Ryan Parris 
Dalvin Tomlinson 
Cole Mazza 
Brandon Kennedy 
Tim Williams 
Daniel Powell 
Dallas Warmack 
Jacob Probasco 
Will Davis 

J.C. Hassenauer 
Brandon Moore 
Deonte Brown 
Lester Cotton 
Josh Casher 
Joshua Frazier 
Ross Pierschbacher 
Richie Petitbon 
Jonah Williams 
Cam Robinson 
Bradley Bozeman 
Scott Lashley 
Matt Womack 
Korren Kirven 
Chris Owens 
Raheem Falkins 
Derek Kief 

Irv Smith Jr. 

Cam Stewart 
Hale Hentges 
Donnie Lee Jr. 
Truett Harris 
Miller Forristall 
0.J. Howard 
Brandon Greene 
Armani Purifoye 
Jamar King 

O.J. Smith 

Andy Pappanastos 
Quinnen Williams 
Jonathan Allen 
Da’Ron Payne 
Brannon Satterfield 
Raekwon Davis 


Adam Griffith 


CRIMSON TIDE NUMERICAL ROSTER 


RB 
DL 
RB 
TE 
DB 
LB 
LB 
wR 
LB 
DL 
OL 
DL 
SN 
SN 
DL 
SN 
OL 
LB 
DL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
DL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
wR 
wR 
TE 
TE 
TE 
wR 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
WR 
DL 
DL 
PK 
DL 
DL 
DL 
P 
DL 
PK 


5-7 
6-3 
6-0 
6-5 
6-2 
6-1 
6-4 
6-1 
6-5 
6-2 
6-5 
5-9 
6-2 
6-0 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-4 
5-11 
6-2 
6-3 


6-5 


5-11 


5-10 


180 
268 
192 
226 
195 
240 
230 
208 
246 
221 
345 
228 
222 
209 
305 
235 
301 
252 
238 
299 
317 
315 
299 
248 
350 
319 
287 
315 
304 
302 
296 
310 
319 
313 
316 
311 
307 
200 
200 
235 
254 
256 
180 
235 
225 
251 
295 
193 
290 
309 
198 
284 
291 
319 
210 
315 
191 
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Fr. 
Sr. 
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Sr. 
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Sr. 
So. 
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Simpsonville, S.C./Clinton 

Lindale, Ga./Pepperell 

Oneonta, Ala./Oneonta 

Roswell, Ga./Fellowship Christian School 
Valley, Ala./Valley 

Tuscaloosa, Ala./Holy Spirit 

Columbia, S.C./Spring Valley 

Chelsea, Ala./Chelsea 

Columbus, Ga./Carver 

Mobile, Ala./Faith Academy 

Mobile, Ala./Davidson 

Vestavia Hills, Ala./Vestavia Hills 
Alpharetta, Ga./Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Madison, Ala./James Clemons 
McDonough, Ga./Henry County 
Bakersfield, Calif./Liberty 

Wetumpka, Ala./Wetumpka 

Baton Rouge, La./University Lab 
Aliceville, Ala./Pickens Academy 

Atlanta, Ga./Mays 

Plainsboro, N.J./West Windsor-Plainsboro South 
Letohatchee, Ala./Fort Dale Academy 
Woodbury, Minn./East Ridge 

Cincinnati, Ohio/Hills Christian Academy 
Decatur, Ala./Austin 

Tuscaloosa, Ala./Central 

Mobile, Ala./St. Paul’s 

Springdale, Ark./Har-Ber 

Cedar Falls, lowa/Cedar Falls 
Annapolis, Md./Gonzaga 

Folsom, Calif./Folsom 


Monroe, La./West Monroe 


. Roanoke, Ala./Handley 


West Point, Miss./West Point 
Hernando, Miss./Magnolia Heights 
Lynchburg, Va./Brookville 
Arlington, Texas/Lamar 


New Orleans, La./G.W. Carver 


. Cincinnati, Ohio/La Salle 


New Orleans, La./Brother Martin 

San Jose, Calif./Valley Christian 
Jefferson City, Mo./Helias 

Northport, Ala./Tuscaloosa County 
Brentwood, Tenn./Brentwood 
Cartersville, Ga./Cartersville 
Prattville, Ala./Autauga Academy 
Ellenwood, Ga./Cedar Grove 
Kingsland, Ga./Camden County 
Detroit, Mich./Denby/Mendocino C.C. 
Bossier City, La./Airline 

Montgomery, Ala./Trinity Presbyterian/Ole Miss 
Birmingham, Ala./Wenonah 
Leesburg, Va./Stone Bridge 
Birmingham, Ala./Shades Valley 
Austin, Texas/Lake Travis 

Meridian, Miss./Meridian 

Calhoun, Ga./Calhoun 


Cam Robinson 
LD nnd att Womack 
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Cc 75 Bradley Bozeman 
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RG 78 Korren Kirven 
67 Josh Casher 
56 Brandon Kennedy 


TE 84 Hale Hentges 

lero 89 __..Brandon Greene 

TE-H 88 

eee BF Miller Forrista mn 
QB 2 Jalen Hurts 
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RB 34 Damien Harris 

9 Bo Scarbrough 
See ae 28 OSA SACO DS 
WR-X 13 ArDarius Stewart 

iE Cam Sims 
fee iactnacni Fl COV DIGGS 
WR-Z 3 Calvin Ridley 

1 Robert Foster 

81 Derek Kief 


WR-H 11 r 
or 3 idley 
19 Xavian Marks 


Jonathan Allen 
9 Da’Shawn Hand 


NG 94 Da’Ron Payne 
69 Joshua Frazier 
DE 54 Dalvin Tomlinson 
44 Dakota Ball 
ms 
33 Anfernee Jennings 
or 24 Terrell Hall 
SAM 22 Ryan Anderson 
47 Christian Miller 
or 16 Jamey Mosley 
MIKE 32 Rashaan Evans 


42 Keith Holcombe 
Reuben Foster 


30 Mack Wilson 
CB 26 Marlon Humphrey 
5 Shyheim Carter 
CB Anthony Averett 


Tony Brown 


Jared Mayden 


“Tony Brown 
Shyheim Carter 


PK/KO 99 Adam Griffith 
92 Andy Pappanastos 
HOLD 18 Cooper Bateman 
15 JK Scott 


PR 7 Trevon Diggs 

19 Xavian Marks 
KOR 13 ArDarius Stewart 
and 11 Gehrig Dieter 

19 Xavian Marks 
and 7 Trevon Diggs 


CLEMSON TIGERS DEPTH CHART 


SPECIALIST. 


LT 75 Mitch Hyatt 
73 Tremayne Anchrum 
LG 51 Taylor Hearn 
74 John Simpson 
c 57 Jay Guillermo 
50 Justin Falcinellli 
RG 55 Tyrone Crowder 
69 Maverick Morris 
RT 76 Sean Pollard 
69 Maverick Morris 
TE 16 Jordan Leggett 
44 Garrett Williams 
or 80 Milan Richard 
or 84 Cannon Smith 
WR 7 Mike Williams 
8 Deon Cain 
QB 4 Deshaun Watson 
12 Nick Schuessler 
2 Kelly Bryant 
RB 9 Wayne Gallman 
27 C.J. Fuller 
or 26 Adam Choice 
or 28 Tavien Feaster 
or 22 Tyshon Dye 
WR 13 Hunter Renfrow 
34 Ray-Ray McCloud 
WR 3 Artavis Scott 
1 Trevion Thompson 


DE 42 Christian Wilkins 
49 Richard Yeargin 
DT 94 Carlos Watkins 
67 Albert Huggins 
DT 90 Dexter Lawrence 
56 Scott Pagano 
DE 99 Clelin Ferrell 
91 Austin Bryant 
SLB Dorian O'Daniel 
Jalen Williams 


Kendall Joseph 


J.D. Davis 


CB Ryan Carter 
Marcus Edmond 

ss Jadar Johnson 
Denzel Johnson 

FS Van Smith 
K’Von Wallace 


Cordrea Tankersley 
Mark Fields 
1 Trayvon Mullen 


PK 92 Greg Huegel 
47 Alex Spence 
P 32 Andy Teasdall 


Hunter Renfrow 


Greg Huegel 
Alex Spence 


Si ges sia anosanent etesncameties eee 
Austin Spence 
Seth 


PR 3 Artavis Scott 

34 Ray-Ray McCloud 
KOR 3 Artavis Scott 
and 27 C.J. Fuller 

28 Tavien Feaster 
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Oneof the country’s most selective public research universities, 
Clemson University serves a uniquely driven and _ highly 
accomplished student body. 


Ranked as the 23rd best national public university by U.S.News 
& World Report, Clemson is a science- and engineering- 
oriented college dedicated to teaching, research and service. 
Founded in 1889, we remain committed both to world-class 
research and a high quality of life. In fact, 92 percent of our 
seniors say they’d pick Clemson again if they had it to do over. 


Clemson’s retention and graduation rates rank among the 
highest in the country for public universities. We’ve been 
named among the best values by Kiplinger magazine in 
2013, and SmartMoney in 2012 ranked us No. 7 in student 
return on investment. 


Our beautiful college campus sits on 1,400 acres in the foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains, along the shores of Hartwell Lake. 
But we also have research facilities and economic development 
hubs throughout the state of South Carolina — in Greenville, 
Greenwood, Columbia and Charleston. 


The research, outreach and entrepreneurial projects led by our 
faculty and students are driving economic development and 
improving quality of life in South Carolina and beyond. In fact, a 
recent study determined that Clemson has an annual $1.83 
billion economic impact on the state. 


Just as founder Thomas Green Clemson intertwined his life 
with the state’s economic and educational development, the 


Clemson Family impacts lives daily with their teaching, research 
and service. 


University founder Thomas Green Clemson had a lifelong 
interest in education, agricultural affairs and science. 


In the post-Civil War days of 1865, Thomas Clemson looked 
upon a South that lay in economic ruin, once remarking, “This 
country is in wretched condition, no money and nothing to sell. 
Everyone is ruined, and those that can are leaving.” 


Thomas Clemson’s death on April 6, 1888, set in motion a series 
of events that marked the start of a new era in higher education 
in South Carolina. In his will, he bequeathed the Fort Hill 
plantation and a considerable sum from his personal assets 
for the establishment of an educational institution that would 
teach scientific agriculture and the mechanical arts to South 
Carolina’s young people. 


Clemson Agricultural College formally opened as an all-male 
military school in July 1893 with an enrollment of 446. It remained 
this way until 1955 when the change was made to “civilian” status 
for students, and Clemson became a coeducational institution. 
In 1964, the college was renamed Clemson University as the 
state Legislature formally recognized the school’s expanded 
academic offerings and research pursuits. 


More than a century after its opening, the University provides 
diverse learning, research facilities and educational 
opportunities not only for the people of the state — as Thomas 
Clemson dreamed — but for thousands of young men and 
women throughout the country and the world. 


THIS YEAR WE WILL HELP WRITE 
1.5 MILLION SUCCESS STORIES 


In the U.S., 11 million K-12 students live in poverty, so it can be hard for them to succeed in school 
and therefore hard for them to achieve a lifetime of success. But by placing site coordinators 
inside public schools — to assess their needs and mobilize community resources around their 
needs — Communities In Schools helps at-risk kids succeed. We show students that completing 
every grade and completing high school is well within reach. We are the only organization proven 
to increase graduation rates...now it’s 93%. Every year we help 1.5 million kids to a bright future. 
When they succeed, we all do. 


Help us help even more. Visit CommunitiesInSchools.org 


©2016 Communities In Schools, Inc. 


» HEAD COACH 


There is a strong coaching heritage over the 120 years of 
Clemson football that dates to the early 1900s, when John 
Heisman led the program. Jess Neely and Frank Howard 
continued the winning and joined Heisman in the College 
Football Hall of Fame. Danny Ford, a finalist for the Hall of Fame 
last year, led Clemson to the 1981 National Championship. 


Dabo Swinney has been at Clemson for just eight years as head 
coach, but he has cemented himself among the Tiger legends 
of the past. He will be the first person to tell you that the 
program has not reached all of its goals just yet, but he took 
the 2015 Tigers to the brink of winning the program’s second 
National Championship, and has the 2016 team in the College 
Football Playoff as well. 


Swinney guided Clemson to the No. 1 national ranking in every 
College Football Playoff poll in 2015, and led the Tigers to their 
first national championship game appearance under the new 
format after his team defeated Oklahoma 37-17 in the Capital 
One Orange Bowl on December 31. The Tigers led Alabama in 
the fourth quarter of the championship game, but came up just 
short, 45-40, in an epic game in Glendale, Ariz. 


Following the team’s 14-1 record and No. 2 final ranking, he was 
the recipient of 10 National and two ACC Coach-of-the-Year 
honors. The win over Oklahoma made him just the second 
coach in college football history (joining Alabama’s Bear 
Bryant) to beat the Sooners in two different bowl games. 


The 2016 season saw Swinney’s program record wins over 10 
bowl-eligible teams, including Virginia Tech in the ACC 


“Championship Game. It was Clemson’s first consecutive ACC 


titles in 28 years. Clemson enters the College Football Playoff 
national championship game against Alabama with a 13-1 record. 


He has coached Deshaun Watson to a pair of record-setting 
seasons. Watson is a two-time Heisman Trophy finalist, the first 
player in Clemson history to ever be a finalist. Watson also 
became the first player in ACC history to be named Most Valuable 
Player of the championship game on multiple occasions. 


A record 17 players were named to one of three All-ACC teams 
in 2015, including all five starting offensive linemen for the first 
time in school history. Fifteen total players made of the three 
All-ACC teams in 2016. 


The 2012, 2013 and 2014 seasons were also noteworthy, with 
three top-15 final rankings in the polls. Clemson joined Alabama, 
Florida State, Ohio State and Oregon as the only schools in the 
nation to make that claim. Each of Clemson’s teams from 2011- 
16 also won 10+ games, the first time the program has done it 
six straight seasons. Only Alabama has duplicated the feat. 


Over the past six seasons, Clemson has compiled a 68-13 
record, the most wins in a six-year period in school history. 
Forty-four of the victories have come against ACC teams. The 
2016 seniors have achieved a Clemson record with 47 wins 
over the last four seasons. 


Clemson was in the top 10 of APR scores and the final top 25 of 
the AP and USA Today polls in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, the 
only FBS program that could make that claim. 


In nine years (eight full seasons) as the Tigers’ head coach, 
Swinney has directed Clemson to a 87-28 overall record (.756) 
and a 54-15 ACC regular-season mark (.783). He has also led the 
Tigers to the ACC Championship game four times, won three 
ACC Championships, won or shared five ACC Atlantic Division 
titles, and won five bowl games. 


A business-saving interception. Orchestrated by CDW. 


On the field or in the office, you need a defensive game plan that's ready for anything. 
That's why Intercept X by Sophos takes anew approach to security — protecting all your 
endpoints and critical software from ransomware before it can hold your business hostage. 
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Associate Head Coach/ Assistant Head Coach/Special Defensive Coordinator/ Co-Defensive Coordinator/ 
Defensive Tackles Teams Coordinator & Tight Ends Linebackers Defensive Ends 


Co-Offensive Coordinator/ Co-Offensive Coordinator/ Assistant Coach/ 
Wide Receivers Running Backs Offensive Linemen 


Assistant Coach/ Assistant Coach/ 
Defensive Backs Recruiting Coordinator/ 
Quarterbacks 


The Clemson University Cheerleading Program is a University 
activity sponsored and funded by the Athletic Department. The 
primary responsibility of the Cheerleading Program is to support 
the Clemson Athletics sports teams through crowd involvement 
efforts using cheers, signs, partner stunts, motions, dancing 
(females), pyramids, and tumbling. Team members are 
expected to uphold, reflect, and project the goals, ideals, and 
image of Clemson University. 


The Clemson University Rally Cats Dance Team performs at 
home football and men’s basketball games. In addition, the 
Rally Cats travel to all post-season men’s basketball tournaments 
if applicable. Travel rosters are limited to six dancers for men’s 
basketball tournaments. However, each dancer is required 
to be available to travel to all post-season tournament play 
including games during spring break if applicable. 


y = 
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Since 1954, a Clemson student has adorned the mascot suit to 
entertain the Clemson faithful. Joined in 1993 by The Tiger 
Cub, these furry creatures can be seen imitating game officials 
(which is now against the rules), signing autographs, getting 
their picture taken with dignitaries (President Reagan, President 
Bush, Olympic athletes, among others), shooting the cannon, 
or doing “Pushups” each time Clemson scores. 


As an ambassador of Clemson University, Tiger Band provides 
inspiring spirit and entertainment to the university community 
and beyond. Tiger Band is committed to outstanding, creative 
performances on and off the playing field through the 
dedication of its staff and members. It also provides its 
students the opportunity to develop life skills through training 
in teamwork and leadership. 


Photo By: Peggy Sirota 
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Hunger Is® is a joint initiative of the Albertsons Companies Foundation and the 
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SEPTEMBER 3, 2016 


Clemson opened the 2016 season Saturday with a 19-13 win 
over Auburn in front of a sellout Jordan-Hare Stadium. The 
Tigers batted down a Hail Mary pass attempt on the final play of 
the game to move to 1-0 on the season. 


Deshaun Watson passed for 248 yards and a touchdown, while 
wide receiver Mike Williams signaled his return with a career 
night. He caught nine passes for 174 yards to lead the 
playmakers. Defensively, Clemson came up with three 
takeaways and held Auburn to just 262 yards. 


A scoreless first quarter saw the Tigers put together a pair of 
drives that resulted in points in the second. After three big 


completions to Williams — who returned from a neck injury 
suffered in last year’s opener — Wayne Gallman plunged in 
from a yard out behind two defensive tackles lined up in the 
backfield. With just seven seconds left before the half, Greg 
Huegel tacked on a 30-yard field goal to put Clemson up 10-3. 


Auburn pulled to within a touchdown at 13-6 heading into the 
fourth quarter, but Hunter Renfrow provided the play of the 
night. Facing third-and-goal, Watson lofted a beautiful pass 
from the 16 to Renfrow, who made a spectacular catch in the 
corner of the endzone. It was his third straight game with a 
touchdown reception. 


SEPTEMBER 10, 2016 


The No. 2 Clemson Tigers defeated Troy 30-24 at Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday afternoon. The victory extended the 
Tigers’ home winning streak to 17 games. 


The Tigers (2-0) were led by quarterback Deshaun Watson, 
who was 27-53 passing for 292 yards and three touchdowns, 
as he moved ahead of Woodrow Dantzler for third place on 
Clemson’s all-time passing yards list. 


The first quarter featured little scoring, as both teams struggled 
to develop any type of offensive rhythm. Favorable field 
position following a punt allowed the Trojans (1-1) to convert a 
short drive into the game’s first score, a 39-yard field goal by 
Ryan Kay. On the ensuing possession, the Tigers reciprocated 
with a 26-yard field goal by Greg Huegel. 


The second quarter was a far different story. Watson took 
advantage of a Troy turnover by throwing a 35-yard touchdown 
pass to Hunter Renfrow, marking the sophomore’s fourth 
straight game with a touchdown reception. 


Interceptions played a key role in the second quarter, with Troy 
quarterback Brandon Silvers throwing three to Clemson 
linebackers. Interestingly enough, these were the first career 
interceptions for all three (Jalen Williams, Kendall Joseph, 
Dorian O’Daniel). Williams’ interception, which was the 
byproduct of a tipped pass at the line, bailed out the Tigers, 
who had just turned the ball over in their own territory. 


Despite several electrifying offensive and defensive plays, 
including a 66-yard touchdown run by Troy running back Jabir 
Frye that tied the score 10-10. Late in the quarter, Clemson’s 
Ray-Ray McCloud dropped a sure punt return for a touchdown 
on the one yard line, and after a lengthy video review, Troy took 
over on a touchback. 


After Kay missed a 48-yard field-goal attempt in the final 
seconds, the Tigers took a 13-10 advantage into halftime. 


McCloud, who had seven catches for 86 yards in the game, 
had three receptions on a key third-quarter drive en route to a 
goal-line situation. Defensive lineman Christian Wilkins then 
made the second-most important reception of his college 
career later in the drive in the fourth quarter, a one-yard 
touchdown grab, the first of his career, that gave the Tigers a 
20-10 lead. 


Clemson scored to take a 27-10 lead with 10 minutes remaining 
in the game when Watson found Deon Cain in the endzone for 
a 23-yard touchdown. After a Huegel field goal with 2:25 
remaining, Troy drove 68 yards and scored to cut the deficit 
to 30-24, as Silvers connected with Deondre Douglas for a 
one-yard touchdown pass with 44 seconds remaining. The 
Tigers recovered the ensuing onside kick and held on for the 
30-24 victory. 
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Fueled by a 31-point first quarter, No. 3 Clemson routed SC 
State 59-0 on Sept. 17, 2016 in Memorial Stadium. That opening 
frame was the highest scoring first quarter in school history. 
With the win, the Tigers improved to 3-O on the year. 


“Today was a great day,” said head coach Dabo Swinney. “It’s 
hard to play 92 guys and still get the shutout...1 don’t care who 
you're playing. I’m so proud of our guys. They played a clean 
game for four quarters today. This was great for our team, for 
our spirit and our morale. It was great to get out there today 
and go play.” 


On the offensive side of the ball, the Tigers were led by Deshaun 
Watson, who was 12-15 passing for 152 yards and three 
touchdowns, and Ray-Ray McCloud, who totaled 60 yards and 
two touchdowns on four receptions. Clemson finished with 
555 yards offensively, and 92 Tigers saw playing time. 


The Tigers started scoring with 11:33 left in the first quarter on 
a seven-yard touchdown pass from Watson to McCloud, and 
they did not look back from there. Later in the quarter, the 
Bulldogs fumbled a Tiger kickoff in the endzone and Denzel 
Johnson pounced on the ball for his first career touchdown, 
upping the lead to 21-0 with 5:20 remaining in the first quarter. 
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Nick Schuessler then added to the scoring with his first career 
touchdown pass, a 45-yard connection with freshman Diondre 
Overton. A 26-yard field goal from Greg Huegel rounded out 
the first quarter, giving the Tigers a 31-0 lead. 


Second-quarter action picked up with a second touchdown 
pass from Watson to McCloud, marking McCloud’s first career 
game with multiple scores. One more touchdown from Watson 
to Deon Cain later, and the Tiger took a 45-0 lead into halftime. 
Clemson’s 45 first-half points were the most scored in a first 
half since the Tigers’ matchup with Ball State in 2012, when 
Clemson also scored 45 points. 


With the third and fourth quarters shortened to 12 minutes 
each because of Clemson’s wide margin, the Tigers kept 
rolling. Bringing the Clemson point total over 50 was Tavien 
Feaster, who scored his first career touchdown midway 
through the third quarter. Trevion Thompson also hauled in 
his first career touchdown in the third quarter on a seven-yard 
strike from Kelly Bryant. With Bryant’s scoring pass, Saturday's 
game marked the first time three Tiger quarterbacks threw 
a touchdown pass in a game since Clemson's win over 
Presbyterian College in 2010. 


Clemson snapped a five-game road losing streak in the series 
against Georgia Tech in a nationally televised Thursday night 
contest, as the Tiger defense was once again dominant against 
the Yellow Jackets’ triple option attack in a 26-7 victory at Bobby 
Dodd Stadium. With the win, No. 3 Clemson moved to 4-0 on the 
season, 1-0 in the ACC. Tech fell to 3-1 overall, O-1 in league play. 


Brent Venables’ stingy unit allowed only 22 yards of total 
offense in the opening half and 124 for the game. Offensively, 
the Tigers were efficient in the opening half behind the passing 
of Deshaun Watson, who was 32-48 for a season-high 304 
yards and two touchdowns. 


Clemson wasted no time in announcing its presence, as the 
Tigers put together a perfect 75-yard drive that ended with 
Mike Williams’ first receiving touchdown of the season, a four- 
yarder from Watson. He marched Clemson into scoring 
position on its next two drives as well, the second of which 
ended with a Wayne Gallman one-yard plunge for a touchdown 
and a 14-0 score after a quarter. 
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The Tigers put together a great scoring chance late in the 
second quarter, but Watson was intercepted after a 
miscommunication with his receiver. Georgia Tech returned 
the ball two yards, but fumbled into the endzone and the play 
resulted in a safety for the Tigers. Following the free kick, 
Clemson took advantage by getting in Tech’s redzone again. 
Watson threw a laser for a touchdown to Jordan Leggett, his 
first score of the 2016 season. 


The Tigers’ dominance was on display in the opening half. 
Clemson ran 56 total plays, compared to just 21 for Tech. The 
Yellow Jackets were stuffed for only 22 total yards, most of 
which came on the final play before halftime. Clemson owned 
a 325-yard advantage as well in the first 30 minutes of play. 


The Jackets finally reached the scoring column in the fourth 
quarter, but Clemson answered with a career-long tying 47-yard 
field goal from Greg Huegel to close out the game’s scoring. 
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Marcus Edmond tackled James Quick one yard shy of a first 
down at the three-yard line on fourth down with 33 seconds 
left in the game, as No. 5 Clemson held on for a thrilling 42-36 
win over No. 3 Louisville at Memorial Stadium on Oct. 1, 2016. 


Led by quarterback Deshaun Watson, who was 20-31 passing for 
306 yards and five touchdowns, the Tigers (5-0, 2-0 ACC) came 
out on top of the back-and-forth matchup featuring electrifying 
offensive displays from both teams. Clemson also upped its 
home winning streak to 19, the longest active streak in the nation. 


“It was a great win,” said head coach Dabo Swinney. “Louisville 
played their hearts out. We stuck it out in the third quarter. We 
had the right plays.” 


Defense was the story of the first quarter, as both teams 
struggled to manufacture any substantial drives. Clemson’s 
pass rush was particularly effective and pressured Louisville 
quarterback Lamar Jackson throughout. 


The Cardinals (4-1, 2-1 ACC) were the first to score, as Jeremy 
Smith capped an 82-yard drive with a one-yard touchdown run 
in the opening minute of the second quarter. 


The remainder of the quarter was practically all Clemson, 
however, with the Tigers outscoring the Cardinals 28-3. Deon 
Cain made a big splash during that stretch, hauling in two 
touchdown receptions that covered 70 yards altogether. 


Following a fumble by Louisville’s Brandon Radcliff, which was 
the Cardinals’ third consecutive drive with a turnover, Clemson 
struck again. Wayne Gallman, who totaled 110 yards on the 
ground, sprinted into the endzone on a 24-yard run. Later in the 
quarter, Watson and Cain connected to put the Tigers up 21-7. 
Cain finished with four catches for 98 yards and two touchdowns. 
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The Cardinals added a field goal with under a minute to play in 
the half, but the Tigers were able to answer with a frenetic 
scoring drive in just 26 seconds. Advancing 73 yards in four 
plays, Clemson increased its lead to 28-10 on a five-yard 
touchdown pass from Watson to Artavis Scott. 


Louisville outscored Clemson 16-0 in the third quarter, 
capitalizing on two Tiger turnovers. Following a Watson 
interception, Jackson connected with James Quick for an eight- 
yard touchdown. 


A Louisville field goal on its next possession pulled it to within 
nine points. After a Clemson fumble in Louisville territory, 
Jackson drove the Cardinals 77 yards and finished the drive off 
with a one-yard touchdown rush. 


The Cardinals pushed their run to 26-0 by scoring the first 10 
points of the fourth quarter by way of a field goal and an 11-yard 
Jackson scamper into the endzone. In the wake of the score by 
Jackson, Scott provided the Tigers with excellent field position 
via a 77-yard kickoff return, then Watson found Mike Williams 
for a 20-yard touchdown pass. 


The Tigers regained the lead on their next possession, as 
Watson finished off an 85-yard drive with a 31-yard touchdown 
pass to Jordan Leggett, who also hauled in a Watson pass for 
the succeeding two-point conversion. 


Trailing 42-36 late in the game, the Cardinals marched down 
the field. But after a crucial pre-snap penalty on fourth-and-7, 
which made it fourth-and-12, Jackson connected with Quick 
near the sideline. An alert Edmond forced Quick out of bounds 
at the three, one yard shy of a first down. 
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Third-ranked Clemson followed up its big victory over Louisville 
with a convincing 56-10 win at Boston College in front of over 
44,000 fans at Alumni Stadium on Oct. 7, 2016. The win moved 
the Tigers to 6-0 on the season, while dropping the Eagles to 3-3. 


Deshaun Watson was brilliant for the Tigers, tossing four 
touchdown passes and directing a Tiger offense that finished 
one yard shy of 500 despite a lopsided margin in time of 
possession. Watson's favorite target was Deon Cain, who 
again caught two touchdowns for the Tigers. Wayne Gallman 
surpassed the century mark on the ground, despite only nine 
carries, in an efficient offensive effort. Gallman won the Leather 
Helmet Award following the contest, an award presented 
annually to the game’s best player. 


Clemson led 21-3 after a quarter of play, thanks to three 
explosive plays of at least 50 yards. Gallman burst through a 


hole, led by Watson’s key block, en route to a 59-yard 
touchdown after the Tigers had surrendered a field goal on BC’s 
second possession. One drive later, the Tigers added another 
50-yard play ona reception by Mike Williams. He followed with 
a touchdown a few plays later on a fade pass. Jordan Leggett 
capped the quarter with a 56-yard catch and run. 


Watson struck quickly after halftime, connecting with Cain on 
a pair of scores to push the lead to 35-3 midway through the 
third. The Tigers were on cruise control the rest of the half. 
Three quarterbacks played in the second half. Kelly Bryant 
directed a scoring drive when freshman Tavien Feaster burst 
through the left side for a 45-yard touchdown scamper. 
Clemson was not done, though, as Mark Fields jumped a BC 
pass the next possession for an interception and returned it for 
a touchdown to provide the final scoring margin. 


No. 3 Clemson, more specifically backup cornerback Marcus 
Edmond, did it again. For the second home game in a row, 
Edmond made the game-saving play, this time with his first 
career interception in the endzone in the first overtime in 
Clemson’s 24-17 win over NC State (4-2, 1-1 ACC) at Memorial 
Stadium on Oct. 15, 2016. 


Kyle Bambard’s 33-yard field-goal attempt as time expired in 
regulation sailed wide right, keeping the hopes of Clemson (7- 
0, 4-0 ACC) alive. Artavis Scott’s 10-yard receiving touchdown 
in overtime gave the Tigers a 24-17 lead, then on the Wolfpack’s 
first play in overtime, Edmond ended the game with an 
interception in the endzone. Two weeks before, Edmond 
stopped James Quick one yard shy of a first down at the three 
yard line to preserve Clemson’s 42-36 win over No. 3 Louisville. 


The Tigers, who overcame four turnovers and three trips inside 
the Wolfpack five yard line without scoring points, were led by 
Deshaun Watson. The junior was 39-52 passing for 378 yards 
and two touchdowns, and Mike Williams, Watson’s top target, 
had 146 yards on 12 receptions. 


The Tigers led 3-O after the first quarter, with Greg Huegel 
converting a 25-yard field goal late in the first quarter. Earlier in 
the quarter, Wayne Gallman exited with a head injury and did 
not return. 


A pair of Tigers experienced notable career feats in the second 
quarter. Freshman K’Von Wallace collected his first career 
interception, picking off Ryan Finley, the signal-caller’s first 
interception of the season. Defensive tackle Christian Wilkins 
had a 10-yard rush for a first down on a fake punt and later 
blocked a field goal. 


With the score tied 3-3 late in the second quarter, Watson and 
the Tigers executed the two-minute drill to perfection, stringing 


OCTOBER 15, 2016 


_W |= At ig 
a se. 


together a 10-play, 75-yard touchdown drive. Williams caught a 
touchdown pass for the fourth consecutive game, hauling ina 
13-yard pass from Watson with 10 seconds left to put the Tigers 
ahead 10-3. 


Mistakes proved costly for Clemson in the third quarter, with 
the Tigers turning it over three times on consecutive 
possessions. On the first play from scrimmage in the third 
quarter, Mike Stevens intercepted a pass and raced 28 yards 
for a touchdown to tie the score 10-10. Later in the quarter, 
Clemson fumbled twice inside the five yard line, with the latter 
recovered and returned by the Wolfpack into Clemson territory. 


But the Tigers responded with a 77-yard touchdown drive, with 
Watson scoring on a four-yard rush, his first score on the 
ground this season, that gave the Tigers a 17-10 lead. 


Matthew Dayes plunged into the endzone for two-yard rushing 
touchdown with 11:29 left in the fourth quarter to tie the score. 
Late in the game, the Wolfpack drove down the field and milked 
the clock, setting up a 33-yard field-goal try by Bambard with 
two seconds on the clock. After a Tiger timeout, Bambard’s 
kick missed by a few feet wide right. 


Clemson faced a fourth-and-inches on its possession in 
overtime, as C.J. Fuller reached the line to gain. The Tigers 
moved to the one yard, but Watson was unable to hold on to the 
first-down snap and Clemson fell on the ball at the 10. On the 
next play, Watson connected with Scott for the go-ahead score. 


NC State went for the endzone on its first play of overtime, but 
Edmond stepped in front the pass and hauled it in to send the 
Tiger faithful into a frenzy. 


The Tigers garnered their 43rd straight victory over an 
unranked opponent, the second-longest streak in the nation. 
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GAME 8: 


Third-ranked Clemson trailed Florida State 28-20 entering the 
fourth quarter, but showed its mettle late in a 37-34 come from 
behind win to stun the Seminoles in Doak Campbell Stadium on 
Oct. 29, 2016. Jordan Leggett provided the go-ahead touchdown 
with 2:06 remaining, and Clemson pushed its perfect record to 
8-0 (5-0 in the ACC) on the season. Florida State dropped to 5-3 
(2-3) with the loss. It was Clemson’s first win in Tallahassee since 
2006, and only the second win for the Tiger program at Doak 
Campbell Stadium since the Seminoles joined the ACC in 1992. 


Deshaun Watson was masterful in the fourth quarter after a pair 
of costly turnovers earlier in the game. The signal-caller finished 
27-for-43 for 378 yards and two touchdowns, while adding 52 
yards on the ground as well. Leggett produced a career-best 
122 receiving yards, most in school history by a tight end. 


The Tigers scored the first 14 points of the game, as Watson 
came out efficient, hitting nine of his first 10 passes. Following 
an opening drive score by Wayne Gallman, the Tigers again 
found paydirt when Watson connected with Hunter Renfrow 
for a four-yard touchdown. Renfrow finished the night with 
five catches for 62 yards. 


But FSU would not go away. The Seminoles took advantage of 
the first Tiger interception in the second quarter when Watson's 
pass intended for Mike Williams got away. Florida State cashed in 
with a touchdown, and narrowed the deficit to just three at the 
half (17-14) when Nyqwan Murray hauled in a five-yard touchdown 
from Deondre Francois with 23 seconds left before intermission. 


Watson’s second interception also turned into points. One play 
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after jumping a route on the Tigers’ signal-caller, Seminole star 
Dalvin Cook took a handoff to the right and raced 43 yards for 
the go-ahead touchdown. He added another, even longer at 
70 yards, a couple of possessions later to give his team a 28-20 
edge heading into the fourth quarter. Cook ended the game 
with 169 yards on 19 carries, with four touchdowns. 


Clemson pulled within two on a 10-play, 75-yard drive that 
ended with Gallman’s second touchdown run. Gallman finished 
the game with 82 yards on 20 carries. The drive was aided when 
FSU suffered a targeting penalty and subsequent ejection on 
the second Williams reception of the possession. 


After the Tigers went ahead 29-28 on Greg Huegel’s 46-yard 
field goal that split the uprights, FSU again answered with its 
ground attack. Cook posted his fourth touchdown scamper, an 
eight-yard gain over the right side. His score was set up by 
Freddie Stevenson’s 38-yard rush into the redzone. 


Clemson again was up to the challenge. Watson drove the 
Tigers into position and found Leggett on 3rd-and-5 for a 
conversion. One play later, he found his reliable tight end wide 
open, and he leapt through the air and across the goalline ona 
diving 34-yard touchdown reception, his fourth of the season. 


The Seminoles threatened after getting past midfield on their 
final possession, but consecutive false start penalties put them 
behind the chains. On 3rd-and-20, freshman Dexter Lawrence 
broke through the line to sack Francois for a 12-yard loss. Ben 
Boulware followed, and the Tiger comeback was complete. 
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No. 2 Clemson scored double digits in all four quarters to shut 
out Syracuse 54-0 on Military Appreciation Day at Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday afternoon. The Tigers moved to 9-0 on 
the season and 6-0 in the ACC, while Syracuse fell to 4-5 
overall and 2-3 in ACC play. 


In the Tigers’ most complete game of the season, both the 
offense and defense made an impact. With a 10-O lead, 
Clemson scored 20 second-quarter points behind 330 yards of 
offense to pull away. 


Deshaun Watson did his part when he found Deon Cain for a 


65-yard touchdown pass early in the second quarter, the 
longest play of the season for the Tigers. From there, Clemson 
shared the wealth, with five other Tigers finding the endzone 
over the course of the game. 


Mike Williams had six catches for 106 yards and a score, while 
Cain had five receptions for a game-high 125 yards and two 
touchdowns in the game. 


Freshman safety Tanner Muse closed out the scoring with a 64- 
yard interception return for a touchdown off a deflected pass 
in the fourth quarter. 
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Chris Blewitt’s 48-yard field goal with six seconds left in the 
game lifted Pittsburgh to a 43-42 victory over No. 2 Clemson 
at Memorial Stadium on Nov. 12, 2016. The Panthers improved 
to 6-4 overall and 3-3 in the ACC, while the Tigers dropped 
their first regular-season game since 2014 and fell to 9-1 overall 
and 6-1 in ACC play. 


The Tigers had a fourth-and-one with just over a minute left 
that would have sealed the game, but Wayne Gallman was 
stopped short in Pittsburgh territory. The Panthers drove down 
the field to set up Blewitt’s game-winning field goal. 


Deshaun Watson led the way with 580 passing yards on 52 
completions, becoming the sixth player in ACC history with 
10,000 career yards of total offense and the first to accomplish 
that feat as a junior. His passing yards and completions set 
Clemson single-game records, and the former set an ACC 
record. Mike Williams added 15 receptions for 202 yards. 


The first quarter featured explosive offense from both teams, 
with Pittsburgh opening the scoring less than two minutes into 


the game with a 15-yard touchdown pass from Nathan Peterman 
to George Ashton. The score was the first touchdown Clemson 
had allowedinthe first quarter in 2016.Peterman also connected 
with James Conner for a 46-yard score midway through the 
quarter. Both of Clemson’s first-quarter touchdowns were one- 
yard runs by Gallman. 


The momentum continued for the Tigers, as Clemson took its 
first lead of the game early in the second quarter on a 15-yard 
touchdown pass from Watson to Williams. Pittsburgh marched 
right back down the field to score on a 55-yard pass, but Chris 
Blewitt’s extra-point attempt was blocked. Watson then fueled 
a 75-yard touchdown drive late in the second quarter, and 
Clemson took a 28-27 lead into halftime. 


In the second half, Pittsburgh hung tight, as Clemson had an 
eight-point lead in the fourth quarter. With the Tigers ahead 
42-34, Watson threw an interception in the endzone, and the 
Panthers capitalized with a touchdown. The two-point try was 
no good, as Clemson maintained a two-point lead. 
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Wayne Gallman rushed for a season-high 161 yards and two 
touchdowns to lead No. 4 Clemson to its second straight ACC 
Atlantic Division title with a 35-13 win over Wake Forest on 
Saturday. The Tigers will play in the ACC Championship Game 
in Orlando, Fla., on December 3 at 8 p.m. after securing the 
program’s sixth consecutive 10-win season. Wake Forest fell to 
6-5 with the loss. 


“We have always responded well from the few losses we’ve 
had,” Dabo Swinney said. “I’m proud of a bunch of young men 
that came out and responded in a great way. This was our next 
goal, and we've got a chance to play for a second straight ACC 
title. We appreciate our fans for showing out here tonight. We'll 
enjoy this one and look forward to next week.” 


The Tigers finished a second straight campaign with an 
unblemished road record, due in large part to Gallman’s effort. 
But he was not alone, as Deshaun Watson accounted for three 


touchdowns, one through the air and two on the ground. 
Clemson finished with 456 yards of total offense, showing 
great balance with 254 on the ground and 202 through the air. 


For the fifth time this season, the Tigers scored 21 points in a 
quarter. The first-quarter flurry was sparked by Gallman’s 42- 
yard touchdown on fourth and 1. Watson was sharp in the 
opening frame, hitting 11 of 14 passes for 114 yards and 
accounting for two scores in all. Clemson led 28-0 after scoring 
on each of its first four drives, but Wake Forest responded with 
13 straight of its own in the second and third quarters. 


After a scoreless third, the Tigers rebounded in the fourth. 
Jordan Leggett made a critical play on_ third-and-long, 
stretching for a first down after catching a pass from Watson in 
the flats. Gallman cashed in later in the drive from a yard out, 
his second score of the game, to push the lead to 35-13. 
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Clemson quarterback Deshaun Watson knew when the fourth- 
ranked Tigers’ work was done against South Carolina — and 
shared that with the huge, appreciative crowd at Death Valley. 


Watson, playing his final home game, threw his third TD pass of 
the opening quarter for a 21-0 lead Saturday night, then placed 
his hands together and leaned his head against them as if to 
say, “Nighty night.” 


The Gamecocks never woke up after that in Clemson's 56-7 
domination, the team’s largest margin of victory in the rivalry 
since a 51-0 win in 1900. 


Watson tied his career high with six touchdowns passes, three 
to Mike Williams in Clemson’s latest step toward the College 
Football Playoff. 


“Offensively, those guys have had some incredible games in 
Death Valley,” Clemson co-offensive coordinator Jeff Scott 
said. “We challenged them, ‘Hey, let’s make this last one the 
best one.’” 


It would be hard to find another win that meant as much to the 
Tigers (11-1, No. 4 CFP), who only needed to defeat Virginia 
Tech in the Atlantic Coast Conference championship game the 
following Saturday night to lock up a playoff spot. 


Watson pledged before he came he’d never lose to the 
Gamecocks (6-6) and leaves 3-0, the junior heading to the NFL 
after this season. 


“We wanted to jump on these boys real quick,” Watson said. 
“That's the motto every game, put pressure on them and have 
them back on their heels.” 


Watson finished with 347 yards and matched the six TDs he 
threw in his first college start against North Carolina in 2014. 
He also likely crept a bit closer in the Heisman Trophy race to 
Louisville quarterback Lamar Jackson, whose team lost for a 
second straight week. 


Watson and the Tigers also wiped out memories of their last 
Death Valley game, a stunning, 43-42 loss to underdog Pitt — 
Clemson’s first home loss in more than three years. 


“We started the ball rolling last week and we're keeping the ball 
rolling,” center Jay Guillermo said. “We're hitting our stride at a 
good time.” 


Watson and Williams got things going with a 34-yard TD catch. 
Then Williams’ dragged South Carolina’s Jamarcus King on his 
for several yards during a 19-yard scoring catch. By the time 
Jordan Leggett scored on a wide open 11-yard grab, Clemson 
was in front to stay and Gamecocks defenders were yelling at 
each other. 


Wayne Gallman rushed for 112 yards and a touchdown. Williams 
caught six passes for 100 yards. 


Clemson’s defense held the Gamecocks to 62 yards in the first 
half and posted its biggest margin of victory in the series since 
a 51-0 win in 1900. 
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Deshaun Watson’s mission is not over. 


The Heisman Trophy hopeful and third-ranked Clemson Tigers 
return to the College Football Playoff to try to resolve some 
unfinished business from last season. 


Watson bolstered his candidacy for the sport’s biggest 
individual award by passing for three touchdowns and running 
for two more to lead the Tigers (12-1, No. 3 CFP) a 42-35 victory 
over No. 19 Virginia Tech in the Atlantic Coast Conference 
championship game Saturday night. 


Winning consecutive league titles for the first time in 28 years 
sent coach Dabo Swinney and his players back to the four- 
team College Football Playoff for the second straight year, 
providing Watson with an opportunity to resolve unfinished 
business from last January, when the Tigers lost to Alabama in 
the national championship game. 


“What a blessing to be a part of this journey,” Swinney said, 
flanked by Watson. “This guy is the best player in the country, 
and it isn’t close.” 


The Clemson star completed 23 of 34 passes for 288 yards, 
including TDs of 21 and 10 yards to Jordan Leggett and 15 yards 
to Hunter Renfrow for a 42-28 lead midway through the fourth 
quarter. He also rushed for 85 yards on 17 attempts for the 
Tigers. They won back-to-back ACC titles for the first time 
since winning three straight from 1986-88. 


Watson’s Virginia Tech counterpart, Jerod Evans, was just as 
impressive. The 6-foot-3, 238-pound ran for two touchdowns 


and rallied the Hokies from a 21-point deficit to make it close at 
the end. 


The Hokies (9-4, No. 23 CFP) scored on three straight possessions, 
trimming what was once a 35-14 deficit to seven points on Evans’ 
5-yard run early in the fourth quarter and Cam Phillips’ 26-yard TD 
reception with just under 6 minutes remaining. 


“We've been there before. We were down 17 in the Notre Dame 
game and we were able to rally together to fight back,” Hokies 
receiver Isaiah Ford said. “So we were confident we could 
come back.” 


Virginia Tech got the ball back with a chance to force overtime. 
Evans drove his team to the Clemson 23, where the drive stalled 
when Tigers cornerback Cordrea Tankersley intercepted a pass 
on fourth-and-6. 


“They got here for a reason,” Swinney said of Virginia Tech. 
“We just couldn’t put them away.” 


Virginia Tech didn’t take solace in playing Clemson close. 


“They showed up here to win the ballgame. It’s a pretty somber 
locker room because of that,” coach Justin Fuente said. 


“Obviously, we came up a little short, but it wasn’t because we 
weren't out there competing,” Fuente added. “! think our kids 
poured their heart and soul into this and are going to learn 
some life lessons from this endeavor.” 


TLL STILL 
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Old Dominion (OD) knows you need to have a reputable, reliable relocation service for 
your next move, yet still manage costs. With OD Household Services®, you can have a 
cost-effective moving package that saves you money and gives you peace of mind in 
knowing your belongings are safe and secure. 


It doesn't get any easier than: 


1. OD delivers a trailer 
that you load yourself. 


OD Household 


Services’ 


2. You only pay for the space you use. 


SC 1028 al ie CLINE Self-moving services that deliver: 


Get a free estimate at odmove.com or call 1.877.358.6928 


Old Dominion Freight Line, the Old Dominion logo, OD Household Services and Helping The World Keep Promises are service marks or registered 
service marks of Old Dominion Freight Line, Inc. All other trademarks and service marks identified herein are the intellectual property of their respective 
owners. © 2016 Old Dominion Freight Line, Inc., Thomasville, N.C. All rights reserved. 


DECEMBER 31, 2016 


No. 2 Clemson jumped out to a 17-0 halftime lead and cruised 
to a 31-0 victory over No. 3 Ohio State in the PlayStation Fiesta 
Bowl at University of Phoenix Stadium on Dec. 31. The Tigers, 
who improved to 13-1, handed Buckeye head coach Urban 
Meyer his first shutout loss. It was also the highest-ranked team 
Clemson has ever defeated, as Ohio State was ranked No. 2 in 
the AP and coaches polls. 


Quarterback Deshaun Watson and defensive end Clelin Ferrell 
earned MVP honors. Watson, the Offensive MVP, was 23-36 
passing for 259 yards and a touchdown. The junior also had 57 
yards and two scores on 15 carries. Wayne Gallman added 85 
yards and a touchdown on 18 carries. Ferrell ignited a dominant 


performance by the Tiger defense, who limited Ohio State to 
just 215 total yards. Ferrell had three tackles for loss, including 
a sack. 


Ohio State missed two field goals in the first quarter, while 
Greg Huegel connected on a 45-yard field goal to open the 
scoring for the Tigers. Watson then scored on a one-yard rush 
later in the first quarter, before finding reserve running back 
C.J. Fuller on a “wheel route” for a 30-yard touchdown in the 
second quarter. Clemson closed the scoring with Watson’s 
second touchdown run in the third and Gallman’s seven-yard 
touchdown run in the fourth. 
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= AV RECEIVER TX-NR656 


Unbeatable features meet unbeatable sound with the Onkyo TX-NR656, a state-of-the-art 
audio/video workhorse that supports 4k video, the latest surround sound technologies 
and music streaming options. 


= PUD Available At: 
dts — pa HDCP 2.2, 


ONKYO.  onkyousa.com 


©2017 Onkyo U.S.A. Corporation. All rights reserved. All other logos, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective holders. 


Win up to $5,000 


of DesignRail’ aluminum railing from Feeney! 


Enter the 2017 “Show Us Your View” Photo Contest 


Are you planning to install or replace a deck or balcony railing? If so, we’re looking 
for photos that show us the view from where you’d be installing your new railing. 
So grab your camera and show us your view for a chance to win! 
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JAMES SKALSKI CANNON SMITH CHAD SMITH SHAQ SMITH 


AUSTIN SPENCE WILL SPIERS CADE STEWART JACK SWINNEY CORDREA TANKERSLEY BRADLEY TATKO 


TY THOMASON TREVION THOMPSON LOGAN TISCH AMIR TRAPP NOLAN TURNER 


KORRIN WIGGINS 


KANYON TUTTLE K’VON WALLACE CARLOS WATKINS DESHAUN WATSON 


CHRISTIAN WILKINS GARRETT WILLIAMS JALEN WILLIAMS 


MIKE WILLIAMS RICHARD YEARGIN 


MOST. 
Versatile 
Player 


Lenovo Yoga 910 2-in-1 


, Thin, light, and unbelievably flexible. Score! 


Intel® Core™ 17 processor. 
Intel Inside® Extraordinary | 
Performance Outside. Available at www.bestbuy.com/lenovo 


NO. 


73 
21 

18 
96 
a 

61 
60 
10 


NAME 
Tremayne Anchrum 
Adrian Baker 
James Barnes 
Michael Batson 
Shadell Bell 
Kaleb Bevelle 
Kelby Bevelle 
Ben Boulware 
Jaquarius Brice 
Austin Bryant 
Kelly Bryant 
Deon Cain 

Ryan Carter 
Gage Cervenka 
J.C. Chalk 

TJ. Chase 

Adam Choice 
Zerrick Cooper 
Kyle Cote 
Tyrone Crowder 
J.D. Davis 

Judah Davis 
Lasamuel Davis 
Brian Dawkins Jr. 
Adrien Dunn 
Tyshon Dye 
Marcus Edmond 
David Estes 
Justin Falcinelli 
Tavien Feaster 
Clelin Ferrell 
Mark Fields 
Jesse Fisher 
Jake Fruhmorgen 
C.J. Fuller 
Wayne Gallman 
Zach Giella 

Pat Godfrey 
Noah Green 

D.J. Greenlee 
Carter Groomes 
Christian Groomes 
Jay Guillermo 
Taylor Hearn 
Greg Huegel 
Albert Huggins 
Mitch Hyatt 
Tucker Israel 
Austin Jackson 
Denzel Johnson 
Jadar Johnson 
Sterling Johnson 
Kendall Joseph 
Xavier Kelly 
Carson King 

Tre Lamar 
Dexter Lawrence 
Jordan Leggett 
Ryan Mac Lain 


Sean Mac Lain 


POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL 
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5-11 
61 

5-10 
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180 
175 
200 
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180 
340 
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175 
180 
220 
175 
200 
315 
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265 
180 
215 
290 
215 
210 
300 
270 
290 
245 
180 
185 
310 
325 
195 
305 
295 
180 
200 
195 
210 
305 
230 
265 
215 
240 
340 
260 
175 
200 
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Powder Springs, Ga./McEachern 


Hallandale, Fla./Chaminade-Madonna College Prep. 


Sumter, S.C./Sumter 

Central, S.C./Christ Church Episcopal School 
Decatur, Ga./Columbia 

Apopka, Fla./Apopka 

Apopka, Fla./Apopka 

Anderson, S.C./T.L. Hanna 

Lancaster, S.C./Lancaster 

Pavo, Ga./Thomas County Central 
Calhoun Falls, S.C./Wren 

Tampa, Fla./Tampa Bay Technical 
Grayson, Ga./Grayson 

Greenwood, S.C./Emerald 

Argyle, Texas/Argyle 

Plant City, Fla./Plant City 

Thomasville, Ga./Thomas County Central 
Jonesboro, Ga./Jonesboro 

Six Mile, S.C./Daniel 

Marston, N.C./Richmond Senior 
Clemson, S.C./Daniel 

Clemson, S.C./Daniel 

Bamberg, S.C./Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Parker, Colo./Valor Christian 

Clemson, S.C./Daniel 

Elberton, Ga./Elbert County Comprehensive 
Hopkins, S.C./Lower Richland 

Mauldin, S.C./St. Joseph’s Catholic School 
Middletown, Md./Middletown 
Spartanburg, S.C./Spartanburg 
Richmond, Va./Benedictine 

Charlotte, N.C./William Amos Hough 
Travelers Rest, S.C. 

Tampa, Fla./Plant 

Easley, S.C./Easley 

Loganville, Ga./Grayson 

Lincolnton, Ga./Augusta Christian Schools 
Greenlawn, N.Y./Harborfields 

Boiling Springs, S.C./Boiling Springs 
Clemson, S.C./Daniel 

Central, S.C./Daniel 

Central, S.C./Daniel 

Maryville, Tenn./Maryville 

Williston, S.C./Williston-Elko 
Blythewood, S.C./Blythewood 
Orangeburg, S.C./Orangeburg-Wilkinson 
Suwanee, Ga./North Gwinnett 

Orlando, Fla./Lake Nona 

Cary, N.C./Green Hope 

Columbia, S.C./A.C. Flora 

Orangeburg, S.C./Orangeburg-Wilkinson 
Clayton, N.C./Cleveland 

Belton, S.C./Belton-Honea Path 

Wichita, Kan./East 

Nashville, Tenn./Brentwood Academy 
Roswell, Ga./Roswell 

Wake Forest, N.C./Wake Forest 

Navarre, Fla./Navarre 

Plymouth, Ind./Plymouth 

Hope Mills, N.C./Jack Britt 


NO. 


46 
34 
69 
40 


Al 


13 


30 
7 
49 


NAME 

Jarvis Magwood 
Ray-Ray McCloud 
Maverick Morris 
Hall Morton 
Trayvon Mullen 
Tanner Muse 
Dorian O'Daniel 
Diondre Overton 
Scott Pagano 
Seth Penner 
Patrick Phibbs 
Nyles Pinckney 
Sean Pollard 
Cornell Powell 
Connor Prevost 
Grant Radakovich 
Chandler Reeves 
Chris Register 
Darien Rencher 
Hunter Renfrow 
Milan Richard 
Jabril Robinson 
Matthew Ryan 
Seth Ryan 

Nick Schuessler 
Artavis Scott 
Cameron Scott 
Connor Sekas 
Isaiah Simmons 
John Simpson 
James Skalski 
Cannon Smith 
Chad Smith 
Shaq Smith 

Van Smith 

Alex Spence 
Austin Spence 
Will Spiers 

Cade Stewart 
Jack Swinney 
Cordrea Tankersley 
Bradley Tatko 
Andy Teasdall 

Ty Thomason 
Trevion Thompson 
Logan Tisch 
Amir Trapp 
Nolan Turner 
Kanyon Tuttle 
Regan Upshaw 
K’Von Wallace 
Carlos Watkins 
Deshaun Watson 
Korrin Wiggins 
Christian Wilkins 
Garrett Williams 
Jalen Williams 
Mike Williams 


Richard Yeargin 


POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL 


LB 5-11 
WR 5-10 
OL 6-4 
Ss 5-8 
CB 6-2 
Ss 6-2 
LB 6-1 
WR 6-5 
DT 6-3 
OG 63 
LS 6-2. 
DT 6-1 
OT 6-5 
WR 6-0 
LB 5-11 
TE 6-1 
OT 6-7 
DE 6-3 
RB 5-8 
WR/P_ 5-11 
TE” 6-3) 
DL 6-2 
© OE? 
WR 6-0 
QB 6-4 
WR 5-10 
CB 5-10 
LB 6-2 
Ss 6-3 
OG 6-4 
LB 6-0 
TE 6-5 
LB 6-4 
LB 6-2 
Ss 5-11 
PK 6-1 
LS 16-2: 
P 6-5 
OL 6-3 
WR 5-8 
CB 6-1 
ls 5-11 
P 5-11 
WR 5-11 
WR 6-2 
OG 6-2 
CB 5-8 
Ss 6-1 
WR 5-10 
LB OS-11 
DB 6-0 
DT 6-3 
QB 6-3 
Ss 6-0 
DL 6-4 
TE 6-3 
LB 5-10 
WR 6-3 
DE 6-5 


* spent one season as a redshirt player 
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. Greenville, S.C.James F. Byrnes 


Tampa, Fla./Sickles 
Broxton, Ga./Coffee 
Birmingham, Ala./Oak Mountain 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla./Coconut Creek 
Belmont, N.C./South Point HS 
Olney, Md./Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Greensboro, N.C./Walter Hines Page 
Honolulu, Hawaii/Moanalua 
Naples, Fla./First Baptist Academy 
Pittsburgh, Pa./Central Catholic 
Beaufort, S.C./Whale Branch Early College 
Jackson Springs, N.C./Pinecrest 
Greenville, N.C./J.H. Rose 
Raleigh, N.C./Cardinal Gibbons 
Marietta, Ga./Walton 
McDonough, Ga./Eagle’s Landing Christian Acad. 
Browns Summit, N.C./Dudley 
Anderson, S.C./T.L. Hanna 
Myrtle Beach, S.C./Socastee 
Savannah, Ga./Calvary Day School 
Leland, N.C./North Brunswick 
New Orleans, La./lsidore Newman School 
Summit, N.J./Summit 
Grayson, Ga./Grayson 
Clearwater, Fla./East Lake 
Florence, S.C./Wilson 
Vienna, Va./James Madison 
Olathe, Kan./Olathe North 
North Charleston, S.C./Fort Dorchester 
Sharpsburg, Ga./Northgate 
Columbia, S.C./Hammond School 
Sterling, Va./Dominion 
Baltimore, Md./IMG (Fla.) Academy 
Charlotte, N.C./William Amos Hough 
Florence, S.C./West Florence 
Florence, S.C./West Florence 
Cameron, S.C./Calhoun Academy 
Six Mile, S.C./Daniel 
Lawrenceville, Ga./Brookwood 
Beech Island, S.C./Silver Bluff 
Greenwood, S.C./Greenwood 
Winston-Salem, N.C./R.J. Reynolds 
Greenville, S.C./Eastside 
Durham, N.C./Hillside 
Chapel Hill, N.C./Chapel Hill 
Clemson, S.C./Daniel 
Vestavia Hills, Ala./Vestavia Hills 
Charlotte, N.C./Charlotte Latin School 
Bradenton, Fla. 
Richmond, Va./Highland Springs 
Mooresboro, N.C./Chase 
Gainesville, Ga./Gainesville 

Durham, N.C./Hillside 
Springfield, Mass./Suffield (Conn.) Academy 
Orlando, Fla./The First Academy 
Columbia, S.C./Blythewood 


Vance, S.C./Lake Marion 


Lauderdale Lakes, Fla./Univ. School of Nova 
Southeastern Univ. 


TIGERS NUMERICAL ROSTER 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL 


1 Trayvon Mullen CB 6-2 185 Fr. Fort Lauderdale, Fla./Coconut Creek 44 Garrett Williams Ws 6-3 245 So. Orlando, Fla./The First Academy 

1. Trevion Thompson WR 6-2 200 *So. Durham, N.C./Hillside 45 Chris Register DE 6-3 255 *So. Browns Summit, N.C./Dudley 

2 Kelly Bryant QB 6-3 215 So. Calhoun Falls, S.C./Wren 46 Jarvis Magwood LB 5-11 215 *So. Greenville, S.C./James F. Byrnes 

2 Mark Fields CB 5-10 180 So. Charlotte, N.C./William Amos Hough 47 James Skalski LB 6-0 235 Fr. Sharpsburg, Ga./Northgate 

3 Artavis Scott WR 5-10 190 Jr. Clearwater, Fla./East Lake 47 Alex Spence PK 6-1 195 *So. Florence, S.C./West Florence 

4  Deshaun Watson QB 6-3 215 Jr. Gainesville, Ga./Gainesville 48 Will Spiers P 6-5 230 Fr. Cameron, S.C./Calhoun Academy 

5 Shaq Smith LB 6-2 240 Fr. Baltimore, Md./IMG (Fla.) Academy 49. Richard Yeargin Bs ES) tse stay ee CASUAL 
6 Zerrick Cooper QB 6-2 205 Fr. Jonesboro, Ga./Jonesboro 50 Justin Falcinelli OL 6-4 315 *So. Middletown, Md./Middletown 

6 Dorian O’Daniel LB 6-1 215 ‘Jr. Olney, Md./Our Lady of Good Counsel 50 Jabril Robinson DL 6-2. 265 *So. Leland, N.C./North Brunswick 

7 Lasamuel Davis DE 6-4 210 Fr. Bamberg, S.C./Bamberg-Ehrhardt 51 Taylor Hearn OL 6-5 325 *So. Williston, S.C./Williston-Elko 

7 Mike Williams WR 6-3 225 ‘Jr. Vance, S.C./Lake Marion 52 Connor Prevost LB 5-11 220. Sr. Raleigh, N.C./Cardinal Gibbons 

8 Deon Cain WR 6-1 210 So. Tampa, Fla./Tampa Bay Technical 52 Austin Spence LS 6-2 195 *Fr. Florence, S.C./West Florence 

9 Brian Dawkins Jr. CB 5-7 175 Fr. Parker, Colo./Valor Christian 53 Regan Upshaw LB 5-11 220 Fr. Bradenton, Fla. 

9 Wayne Gallman RB 6-0 210 “Jr. Loganville, Ga./Grayson 54 Connor Sekas LB 6-2 220 *So. Vienna, Va./James Madison 

10 Ben Boulware LB 6-0 235 Sr. Anderson, S.C./T.L. Hanna 55 Tyrone Crowder OG 6-2 340 wr. Marston, N.C./Richmond Senior 

10 Tucker Israel QB 5-10 180 *Fr. Orlando, Fla./Lake Nona 56 Scott Pagano DT 6-3 295 ‘Jr. Honolulu, Hawaii/Moanalua 

11 Shadell Bell TE 6-1 220 *Fr. Decatur, Ga./Columbia 57 Jay Guillermo OL 6-3 310 *Sr. Maryville, Tenn./Maryville 

11 Isaiah Simmons Ss 6-3 220 Fr. Olathe, Kan./Olathe North 57 Tre Lamar LB 6-3 240 Fr. Roswell, Ga./Roswell 

12 Nick Schuessler QB 6-4 200 *Gr. Grayson, Ga./Grayson 58 Patrick Phibbs LS 6-2 200 “*Fr. Pittsburgh, Pa./Central Catholic 

12 K’Von Wallace DB 6-0 190 Fr. Richmond, Va./Highland Springs 59 Gage Cervenka OL 6-3 305 “*Fr. Greenwood, S.C./Emerald 

13 Hunter Renfrow WR/P 5-11 180 *So. Myrtle Beach, S.C./Socastee 59 Bradley Tatko LS 5-11 225 Sr. Greenwood, S.C./Greenwood 

14 Denzel Johnson Ss 6-0 195 *Fr. Columbia, S.C./A.C. Flora 60 Kelby Bevelle OL 6-2 265 ‘Jr. Apopka, Fla./Apopka 

14 Diondre Overton WR 6-5 200 Fr. Greensboro, N.C./Walter Hines Page 61 Kaleb Bevelle DE 6-3 265 “Jr. Apopka, Fla./Apopka 

15 Korrin Wiggins Ss 6-0 200 ‘Jr. Durham, N.C./Hillside 62 David Estes LS 6-0 200 *Sr. Mauldin, S.C./St. Joseph’s Catholic School 
16 Jordan Leggett TE 6-5 260 Sr. Navarre, Fla./Navarre 62 Cade Stewart OL 6-3 290 Fr. Six Mile, S.C./Daniel 

17. Cornell Powell WR 6-0 200 Fr. Greenville, N.C./J.H. Rose 63 Jake Fruhmorgen OT 6-5 290 So. Tampa, Fla./Plant 

18 James Barnes QB 6-1 +175 *Fr. Sumter, S.C./Sumter 64 Pat Godfrey OL 6-2 270 “*Fr. Greenlawn, NY./Harborfields 

18 T.J. Chase WR 6-1 175 ‘Fr. Plant City, Fla./Plant City 67 Albert Huggins DT 6-3 305 So. Orangeburg, S.C./Orangeburg-Wilkinson 
18 Jadar Johnson SI 6-0 210 Sr. Orangeburg, S.C./Orangeburg-Wilkinson 69 Maverick Morris OL 6-4 305 ‘Jr. Broxton, Ga./Coffee 

19 Tanner Muse Ss 6-2. 220 *Fr. Belmont, N.C./South Point 70 Seth Penner OG 6-3 320 “*Fr. Naples, Fla./First Baptist Academy 
20 Jack Swinney WR 5-8 160 ‘Jr. Lawrenceville, Ga./Brookwood 71 Noah Green OL 6-5 290 *Fr. Boiling Springs, S.C./Boiling Springs 

21 Adrian Baker CB 5-11 180 ‘Jr. Hallandale, Fla./Chaminade-Madonna College Prep. 72 Logan Tisch OG 6-2 300 *Fr. Chapel Hill, N.C./Chapel Hill 

21 Darien Rencher RB 5-8 190 Fr. Anderson, S.C./T.L. Hanna 73  Tremayne Anchrum OT 6-2 290 Fr. Powder Springs, Ga./McEachern 

22  Tyshon Dye RB 5-11 220 “Jr. Elberton, Ga./Elbert County Comprehensive 74 John Simpson OG 6-4 315 Fr. North Charleston, S.C./Fort Dorchester 

22 Xavier Kelly DE 6-4 265 Fr. Wichita, Kan./East 75 Mitch Hyatt OT 6-5 295 So. Suwanee, Ga./North Gwinnett 

23 Van Smith Si 5-11 195 So. Charlotte, N.C./William Amos Hough 76 Sean Pollard OT 6-5 315 Fr. Jackson Springs, N.C./Pinecrest 

24 Nolan Turner Ss 6-1 195 Fr. Vestavia Hills, Ala./Vestavia Hills 77 Zach Giella OL 6-5 300 *Fr. Lincolnton, Ga./Augusta Christian Schools 
25 J.C. Chalk TE 6-2 235 Fr. Argyle, Texas/Argyle 78 Chandler Reeves OT 6-7 280 Fr. McDonough, Ga./Eagle’s Landing Christian Acad. 
25 Cordrea Tankersley CB 6-1 200 Sr. Beech Island, S.C./Silver Bluff 79 Matthew Ryan OL 6-2 320 Fr. New Orleans, La./Isidore Newman School 
26 Adam Choice RB 5-9 210 *So. Thomasville, Ga./Thomas County Central 80 Milan Richard TE 6-3 260 *So. Savannah, Ga./Calvary Day School 

27 ~=C.J. Fuller RB 5-10 215 *So. Easley, S.C./Easley 81 Kanyon Tuttle WR 5-10 170 *Fr. Charlotte, N.C./Charlotte Latin School 

28 Tavien Feaster RB 5-11 210 Fr. Spartanburg, S.C./Spartanburg 82. Adrien Dunn WR 5-7. 180 Sr. Clemson, S.C./Daniel 

29 Marcus Edmond CB 6-0 175 “%Jr. Hopkins, S.C./Lower Richland 83 Jesse Fisher TE 6-4 215 *Fr. Travelers Rest, S.C. 
30 Jalen Williams LB 5-10 215 So. Columbia, S.C./Blythewood 83 Carter Groomes WR 5-8 180 Fr. Central, S.C./Daniel 

31 Ryan Carter DB 5-9 180 ‘Jr. Grayson, Ga./Grayson 84 Cannon Smith TE 6-5 265 *So. Columbia, S.C./Hammond School 

32 Kyle Cote Ss 5-10 180 *Fr. Six Mile, S.C./Daniel 85 Seth Ryan WR 6-0 180 ‘Jr. Summit, N.J./Summit 

32 Andy Teasdall P 5-11 190 *Gr. Winston-Salem, N.C./R.J. Reynolds 86 Ty Thomason WR 5-11 220 *Fr. Greenville, S.C./Eastside 

33 J.D. Davis LB 6-2 225 So. Clemson, S.C./Daniel 87 D.J. Greenlee TE 6-1 245 ‘Jr. Clemson, S.C./Daniel 

34 Kendall Joseph LB 6-0 230 *So. Belton, S.C./Belton-Honea Path 88 Sean Mac Lain WR 6-4 200 Sr. Hope Mills, N.C./Jack Britt 

34  Ray-Ray McCloud WR 5-10 180 So. Tampa, Fla./Sickles 89 Ryan Mac Lain WR 5-8 175 *Fr. Plymouth, Ind./Plymouth 

36 Judah Davis LB 6-1 235 So. Clemson, S.C./Daniel 90 Dexter Lawrence DT 6-5 340 Fr. Wake Forest, N.C./Wake Forest 

37 Austin Jackson Ss 6-2 200 So. Cary, N.C./Green Hope 91 Austin Bryant DE 6-4 265 So. Pavo, Ga./Thomas County Central 

37 Cameron Scott CB 5-10 210 *So. Florence, S.C./Wilson 92 Greg Huegel PK 5-11 195 *So. Blythewood, S.C./Blythewood 

38 Amir Trapp CB 5-8 160 *Fr. Clemson, S.C./Daniel 92 Nyles Pinckney DT 6-1 295 Fr. Beaufort, S.C./Whale Branch Early College 
39 Christian Groomes PK 5-10 185 *So. Central, S.C./Daniel 93 Sterling Johnson DT 6-4 305 *Fr. Clayton, N.C./Cleveland 
40 Jaquarius Brice DE 6-2 215 Sr. Lancaster, S.C./Lancaster 94 Carlos Watkins DT 6-3 305 *Sr. Mooresboro, N.C./Chase 
40 Hall Morton SI 5-8 170 Fr. Birmingham, Ala./Oak Mountain 96 Michael Batson P 5-10 200 *Fr. Central, S.C./Christ Church Episcopal School 
41 Grant Radakovich TE 6-1 255 *Gr. Marietta, Ga./Walton 97 Carson King P 6-0 215 *Fr. Nashville, Tenn./Brentwood Academy 
42 Christian Wilkins DL 6-4 310 So. Springfield, Mass./Suffield (Conn.) Academy 99 Clelin Ferrell DE 6-5 265 *Fr. Richmond, Va./Benedictine 

43 Chad Smith LB 6-4 235 *Fr. Sterling, Va./Dominion * spent one season as a redshirt player 
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tonal chenporene YOUR BIG GAME 
a IS OUR BIG GAME. 


Populous is the world’s leading design firm dedicated 
exclusively to creating environments that draw people 
together for unforgettable experiences. Our event 
portfolio includes such icons as the College Football 
Playoff, NCAA Final Four, NFL Super Bowl, MLB All-Star 
Game, and NFL Draft. As Populous, we enthusiastically 
embrace the expertise we uniquely claim - drawing 
people together around teams, athletes, events, places, 
commerce, industry and ideas they wholeheartedly 
embrace and adore. 


POPULOUS 


1630 Stout Street T +1816 221 1500 info@populous.com 
Denver, CO 80202,USA ‘WW @Populous populous.com 


WENGONMIERTO 
AANMHOND JANES STADIUNE 


Raymond James Stadium 


Raymond James Stadium first broke ground in 1996. 
The 65,000-seat stadium (expandable to 75,000) hosted 
its first game on September 20, 1998, when the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers hosted the Chicago Bears. Raymond James 
Stadium is not named for some public figure or local sports 
legend, but rather a thriving diversified financial services 
firm headquartered across Tampa Bay in St. Petersburg — 
Raymond James Financial. The firm’s name comes from 
the 1962 merger of two financial service companies, one 
run by Robert A. James and the other by Edward Raymond. 
Raymond James Stadium is the home to the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, University of South Florida Football, Outback 
Bowl and Monster Jam. The stadium has hosted the IIFA 
Awards, Super Bowl XXXV and Super Bowl XLIII as well as 
many superstar concerts such as Kenny Chesney, Beyonce, 
One Direction and Taylor Swift. If placed in a straight line, 
Raymond James Stadium seats would stretch approximately 
sixteen miles, enough to span the Howard Frankland Bridge 
over the Tampa Bay twice. Members of the NFL Players 
Association have consistently rated Raymond James 
Stadium’s field as the best in the league and league insiders 
refer to the stadium as the “crown jewel” of the NFL. 


New Video Boards and Sound System 


Following the completion of the initial phase of a $140-plus 
million multi-phase renovation in 2016, Raymond James 


Stadium now boasts the most technologically advanced HD 
video system in use today. It is comprised of two massive 
9,600 square-foot boards on the north and south ends of 
the stadium - and four large 2,300 square-foot HD tower 
walls. With more than 31,000 square feet of video display 
space, this system ranks as the third-largest video board 
system in the NFL. The new sound system has 400+ 
speakers throughout the stadium providing 750,000 watts 
of power and has over 30 miles of cable connecting the 
speakers. The new video boards and sound system takes a 
fan’s game experience to a whole new level. 


Pirate Ship 


The iconic pirate ship, permanently harbored in Buccaneer 
Cove, provides a unique and impressive backdrop and was 
made by the same company that produces props for Walt 
Disney World. The pirate ship comes to life after the 
Buccaneers score a field goal or touchdown. Its loud 
cannons fire seven times to signal a touchdown and three 
to announce a field goal. The booming cannons aren't 
the only unique sounds featured throughout the stadium. 
In fact, an animatronic parrot perched on the stern of the 
pirate ship frequently talks to those passing beneath during 
Buccaneers games. Controlled by radio remote, it can even 
pick fans out of the crowd. The famous pirate ship is 103 
feet long and 78 feet tall. It weighs 43 tons and was built 
with 5.5 tons of concrete, 14 tons of steel, 700 yards of sails, 
a mile of rigging, 60 gallons of paint and 64,000 feet of 
wood trim. 


AT THE STADIUM 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

Raymond James Stadium and its amenities were carefully designed to provide 
an enjoyable experience for all guests within the guidelines of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. Disabled and wheelchair seating is available throughout 
Raymond James Stadium. Wheelchair storage is available at all guest services 
booths. For more information, please ask for the Accessibility Guide at any 
guest services booth or visit www.raymondjamesstadium.com. 


AISLE POLICY 

Raymond James Stadium staff will ask fans to wait at the top of the aisle until the 
end of a play to return to their seats so that fans do not miss any of the action on 
the field. This “Wait for the Whistle” policy will be enforced throughout the game 
and your cooperation is appreciated. 


ALCOHOL SALES AND POLICIES 

Staff members at Raymond James Stadium work hard to promote responsible 
consumption of alcoholic beverages. Fans should be aware of the following 
alcohol policies: 


All guests purchasing alcohol must be prepared to show valid identification; 
Alcoholic beverages will be limited to two per person, per purchase; Alcoholic 
beverage sales at portable and permanent concessions stands on the main and 
upper concourses will cease at the beginning of the fourth quarter; Guests 
passing alcohol to minors or guests possessing alcohol, who do not have proof 
of being at least 21 years of age, may be ejected or subject to arrest; Alcoholic 
beverages may not be brought into the stadium. Any attempt to bring in alcohol 
will be considered a violation of the Code of Conduct and may result in the 
guest being ejected, arrested or have their ticket(s) revoked; ARAMARK reserves 
the right to refuse services at any point in time to any patron that they deem as 
intoxicated; No alcohol may be taken out of the stadium. 


ATMs 

ATMs are located on the main concourse near sections 119 and 144, on the club 
concourses near sections 217 and 242, and on each upper concourse near 
sections 318 and 343. There is one ATM outside the stadium near the ticket office 
on the south plaza. 


COMPLIMENTS OR CONCERNS 

Compliments or concerns about your stadium experience should be reported 
to the nearest guest services booth attendantFans are also encouraged 
to text 33607 with location and issue. Written feedback can be sent directly to the 
College Football Playoff at info@collegefootballplayoff.com. 


ELEVATORS 

Elevators for guests with disabilities are available near Gates A and C. Elevators 
in the two stadium clubs are for suite ticketholders and club or suite guests 
with disabilities. 


EMERGENCIES 

In the event of an emergency, guests will be asked to exit the stadium and return 
to their vehicles. For safety reasons, they will be directed to walk immediately 
across one of the perimeter streets surrounding the stadium, which include: Dale 
Mabry Hwy., Himes Ave., Tom McEwen Blvd., or Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Guests will be asked to go to their vehicles and turn on their car radios, as well as 
check www.collegefootballplayoff.com or the official CFP Facebook and Twitter 
account (@CFBPlayoff) on their mobile devices for re-entry information. 


ESCALATORS 
Escalators are located at Gates A, B, C and D as well as in each of the clubs. 


FIRST AID 

First aid stations are located near sections 120 and 145 on the main concourse. 
First aid stations on the upper are located near sections 319 and 344. Paramedics 
are positioned on the east and west walkways of the main and upper concourses 
and at each end zone. 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE POLICY 

Fans are not permitted to bring food or beverage items into the stadium. Please 
contact Tampa Sports Authority in advance at 813-350-6508 to make special 
medical arrangements. 


GUEST SERVICES BOOTHS 

Guest services booths are located on the main concourse near sections 102, 119, 
127 and 144; on the upper concourse near sections 310 and 336; in the club 
lobbies by the entrance and lounges next to the escalators, as well as outside the 
stadium in the south plaza in between Gate C and Gate D. Guest service booth 
attendants assist guests with lost and found, lost children or fans, emergencies, 
wheelchair storage, stadium directions and general questions. 

LOST AND FOUND 

All guests needing to claim or report lost items during an event should visit a 


guest services booth. Guests inquiring about lost items at previous events 
should contact the stadium office at 813-350-6500. 


LOST CHILD OR PERSON 

Guests are encouraged to instruct children in their group to find an event staff 
member if they become lost or separated from their group. Lost children or 
persons will be taken to the nearest guest services booth. The party looking for 
the child or person should follow the same procedure. As a preventive measure, 
all guest services booths inside the stadium offer the TAG-A-FAN program. 


RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM PROHIBITED ITEMS 

The following items are prohibited inside Raymond James Stadium on game day: 

+ Backpacks, duffel bags or large bags 

+ Binocular cases 

* Camera bags 

* Cans and bottles 

* Coolers 

+ Fireworks 

+ Food and/or drinks 

+ Glass 

* Horns 

- Lasers 

+ Illegal drugs 

+ Pets (Service animals permitted) 

+ Recreational balls 

+ Seat cushions 

+ Sticks/Pom-Poms with stick handles, Poles/Camera/"Selfie” Sticks or extenders 

* Strollers 

» Umbrellas 

* Unmanned Aircraft Systems & Radio Controlled Model Aircraft/Drones 
(strictly prohibited on stadium property including parking lots, stadium 
exterior and inside the stadium) 

+ Video Cameras 

« Weapons 

+ Any item that could be used as a missile. 


Raymond James Stadium is committed to creating a safe, comfortable and 
enjoyable experience for all fans, both in the stadium and parking lots. 
The following is a list of behaviors that will not be tolerated: 

+ Abusive, foul, or disruptive language and obscene gestures 

+ Intoxication or other signs of impairment related to alcohol consumption or 
drug use 

Fighting, taunting, or threatening remarks or gestures 

Distributing handbills, pamphlets, etc., unless authorized by stadium 
management and the licensee renting the facility 

* Sampling or unauthorized collections of any kind onstadium property 
Sitting in a location other than the guest's ticketed seat 

+ Displays of affection not appropriate in a public setting 

* Obscene or indecent clothing 

+ Any disruption to the progress of the event by a guests’ actions, including 
throwing or kicking objects and field jumping 

Any behavior which otherwise interferes with other guests’ enjoyment of the game 
Smoking (except in designated locations) and spitting of tobacco 

Entering the stadium with unlawful weapons of any kind (except those 
required by Florida Law or the Licensee’s admission policy) 

+ Standing on chair seats or stepping over chair backs 

+ Standing or sitting in walkways, aisles or ramps 

+ Placing cups on the wall 

« Running or jogging 

Failing to follow event staff instructions 

+ Re-entering the stadium. 


The College Football Playoff and Tampa Sports Authority reserves the right to 
change this list at any time. Violations may result in guests being ejected, arrested, 
or having his/her ticket revoked. 


RE-ENTRY 
Re-entry is not permitted unless in the event of a medical emergency. In this 
case, call the stadium office at 813-350-6501. 


WI-FI 
Free stadium Wi-Fi is available at Raymond James Stadium. 


WILL CALL AND TICKET RESOLUTION 

Will call is available at Raymond James Stadium between Gates C and D on the 
south side of the stadium beginning at Noon until the end of halftime. To claim 
tickets at will call, a photo ID must be presented. Fans needing to pick up will call 
tickets on game day must enter through checkpoints C or D on Tom McEwen Blvd. 
Tickets purchased through participating institutions will be distributed 
according to the information by each school’s ticketing representatives. Space 
will be available at the will call windows for game day ticket distribution. 


2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


College Football Playoff Semifinal games will be played back-to-back on a national holiday or on a Saturday, depending on the 


year. The College Football Playoff National Championship will be played on a Monday night every year. 


The site of the College Football Playoff National Championship is determined through a bid system, much like the Super Bowl 
or the NCAA Final Four location. Any city that demonstrates necessary facilities, transportation, and other factors can submit 


a bid to host the College Football Playoff National Championship. 
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Tackle any job with the 
versatility of this ladder. 
ey ] ati 


The Telescoping Multi-Ladder can be used as a Twin Stepladder, 
Stairway Stepladder, Extension Ladder or 2-Scaffold Bases. 
The most versatile ladder you can own. 


To learn more visit wernerco.com 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL IS HEADED 10 
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Association of America 


The Football Writers Association of America 
Salutes the College Football Playoff, 
the Steve Ellis/FWAA Beat Writer of the Year and the 
Winners of the 24th Annual FWAA Best Writing Contest. 


Jason Kersey Glenn Guilbeau Jon Solomon 
Steve Ellis/FWAA Beat Writer Best Game Story Best Feature Story 
of the Year Lafayette Advertiser/Gannett CBSSports.com 
The Oklahoman Louisiana Newspapers 


(Now with SEC Country) 


Lindsay Schnell Edward Aschoff and Adam Rittenberg 
Best Column Best Enterprise Story 
Sports Illustrated Campus Rush ESPN.com 


FOOTBALLWRITERS.COM \ @THEFWAA 
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CORPS °F CADETS 


HONOR COURAGE INTEGRITY | DISCIPLINE SELFLESS SERVICE 


75g 


THE CORPS OF CADETS 


develops well-educated leaders of character who embody the 
values of honor, courage, integrity, discipline, and selfless service, are 
academically successful, highly sought-after, and prepared for the 
global leadership challenges of the 21st century. 
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CORPS.TAMU.EDU | 800.TAMU.AGS | AGGIECORPS@CORPS.TAMU.EDU 
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GOODYEAR COTTON BOWL 


CLASSIC 


EIGHT Y-FIRST ANNUAL 


Monday, January 2,2017 » Noon 
AT&T Stadium + Arlington, Texas 
Www,goodyearcottonbow!.com 


CONGRATS TO CHARLIE FISS... 
FWAA’S BERT MCGRANE AWARD WINNER 


The Cotton Bowl Athletic Association’s mission is to create the most innovative of all 
college football bowl games and he the leader in creating premier college sports 
experiences, and when it comes to media operations, there’s one man that has led the 
charge and developed a reputation unparalleled in the industry for creating the best 
experience for media. 


Charlie Fiss has consistently set the bar for bow! media operations dating back to his first 


Classic with Heisman winner Doug Flutie in 1985. For his extraordinary efforts, Charlie 
was honored with the Bert McGrane Award at the Football Writers Association of America 
(FWAA) breakfast today. The Bert McGrane Award is presented annually to a member of 
the FWAA to recognize distinguished service to the organization and college football. 
Congratulations, Charlie, on the well-deserved honor. Keep up the great work! 
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MAKING IT ORANGE. 
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Every ticket purchased helps Orange Bowl support, encourage and improve South Florida through 
youth sports, fundraising events & programs, academic programs & scholarships, and legacy gifts. 
Learn more at community.orangebowL.org 


orangebowl.org 


a 


#CAPITALONEORANGEBOWL 


j= 
| 

I. H 
] 


sy 


t 


Was, 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINAL 


a 
He 
mn 


12.31.16 | GEORGIA DOME 


This season, every team in the country had one shared goal — to earn a spot in the 
College Football Playoff Semifinal at the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl to play for a shot at the 
National Championship. We were proud to host Alabama and Washington, two of the 
nation’s top four teams, in Atlanta. 


Good luck to both teams playing today — we hope to see you in Atlanta for a 
Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game, Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl, or next year’s National Championship. 


Fe) Chick-fil-APeachBowl.com | YW @CFAPeachBow! | f The Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl | (&) @CFAPeachBow! | @§ The Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl 


THE GRANDDADDY 
ur THEM ALL 


= 
_ 
= 
eOWwL 
= ahs, PASSION 
Prt 
— 


, = STRENGTH 
Y ” TRADITION 


presented by 


<n = I [} N [} J 
Mutual 


AMERICA’S NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 
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We Believe in Champions 
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www.AllstateSugarBowl .org 


W) @sugarBowinola 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINAL HOST 01.01.18 


a —ad 


NACDA 


In 2017 NACDA and its Affiliate Associations will 
invest more than $775,000 in professional 
development grants and stipends to educate the 
next generation of collegiate administrators. 


Tomorrow’s Leaders Led by Today’s Decision Makers 


Athletics Directors Association 


nacda.com 
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DIERKS BENTLEY 


Multi-Platinum s Dierks epairiad has ble 
his own artistic tre ) > since making the move to 
Music City | from Phonic The Capitol Nashville recording artist 
has earned an uncommon mix Serene i‘ success and critical 
Bentley poo eleased the best-selling album of his 
sar with Black. Bentley’s critically-acc th studio 
album debuted at No. 1 on Billboard's ea Albums ¢ ind Top 
Country o t features smash songs, “Somewhere 
On A Beach” and “Different For Girls ring Elle King 


jer/songwritel 


ssive 15 No. 1 hit singles, 18 GRAMMY 
currently a top CMA nominee with four total 
calist of the Year, Album of The Year, Vocal 
o of the Yeat 2 agi “The bluec 
ee ie love song singer and the oe m rocker all packac 
ogether” (Associated Pre been a Grand Ole Opry mernk 
or over a decade and is currently am es yead Out on hi S207 W HHA 
THE HELL WORLD TOUR . 19 with Cole Swindell and Jon Pardi. 


3entley tallies ar 
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For more information and a full list of tour dates, visit 
www.dierks.com. 


THE SHADOWBOXERS 


ff a two week recording 
st Studios The Shadowboxers, an Am 
i by and signed to Justin Tirnberlak 
developn nent company, have just announced a 
dates at select venues in the and the West 


ssion at Holl 


yood’s premier 
rican pop band 
s Villa 40 artist 
nandful of tour 


lescribed by The Nashville Scene a 
which combines elements 
classic R&B.” 


The Shadowboxers 
harmony-driven, ft in footed a uintet, 
of modern pop, AM radio folk...and 

Founding members S Shwartz, Matt L so ins, and Adam 
Hoffman, along v vith rhyt hm section Carlos Enamorado (bass) 
si Cole McS sn (drums), generate a collective voice that is 
telligent, sou ful, and cate hy. 


= cover of “Pusher 
Timberlake 
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their YouTub 
upport ond iyatin 
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LITTLE BIG TOWN 


“THE NATIONAL ANTHEM” 
LITTLE BIG TOWN 


nberly Schlapman, Phillip Sweet and 


“Bring It On Home,” 
ller, t they have seen mas 


ng of members Karen Fairchild, Kin 
with hits including “B 


Grarmmy Award-winning group, Little Big Town — consis 
Jimi Wi iaook — first entered the music scene more than 18 
As Gone” and the Grammy-nominated single, “Little White Cht ” With albums Tornado and Pain Ki 
Succ with #1 singles “Pontoon,” “Tornado,” y Drinking” and the history-making, best-selling country single of 2015, “Girl Crus 
In October 2014, the group fulfilled a career milestone and lifelc long 1 when Reba McEntire invited them to become the newe 
members of the Grand Ole Opry; two weeks later, t re inclucte e Big Town has earned almost 40 award show nominatio 
lin the past five 4s taken home nearl S$ includ ing multiple Grammy, CMA and ACM awards, and an Emmy awar 
Big Town is the reigning CMA Vocal Gro e Year and is nominated in the same category at the upcomir Oth CM 
s in Nov. At the 2016 Grammy Awards, Little Big Town won Best Country Group/Duo Performance and “Girl Crush” ived the 
honor for Best Country Song. The group received he 2016 Readen my of Country I for Vocal Group of the Year and 
Vocal Event of the Year with Miranda Lambert, at group was also recognized with sbi Cry ilestone Award. At the Billboard 
1s, Litthe Big Town and “Girl Crush” were n one Top Country Sor alla Chart Achievement Award, and the group 
) honored é as the ies Music Business A 1 Artist of the Year. Little Big T: s currently on the road with Luke Bryan 
ttleBigh own.com or follow them @littlebigtown. 
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usf.edu 


Every great city 
has a great university. 


In Tampa, that's USF. 


With three campuses across the Tampa Bay region, the University of South Florida System 
is home to over 49,000 students from more than 130 nations. In just 60 years, USF has 
claimed its place on the national stage. Just imagine what could be next. 


49,000 Top 25 308,000 #9 #1 
Students from Public Research Alumni in 145+ Ranking for U.S. Best College 
130+ Nations University Countries Patents Granted for Veterans 


USF TAMPA (MAIN CAMPUS) e USF ST. PETERSBURG e USF SARASOTA-MANATEE 


BILL HANCOCK 
» EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Bill Hancock has achieved a unique trifecta at the highest echelon of intercollegiate 
athletics. He was the first full-time director of the NCAA Final Four, the first executive 
director of the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) and the first executive director of the 
College Football Playoff. Using experiences gained during his remarkable five-decade 
career, Hancock led the conference commissioners and university presidents in 
creating the playoff. Then he directed a talented staff in launching the event from 
scratch. The playoff is a phenomenal success; in its first year, it was named Sports 
Event of the Year by Sports Business Journal. His five-decade career began in 1971 
when he became assistant sports information director at the University of Oklahoma. 
He spent 16 years with the NCAA Division | Men’s Basketball Championship, 13 years as 
its director. In 2005, he was appointed administrator of the BCS. He became executive 
director in 2009 and was named to the same role for the playoff when it was created in 
2012. Hancock has served on the United States Olympic Committee staff at 12 Olympic 
Games and two Pan American Games. He has been inducted into the halls of fame of 


the state of Oklahoma, College Sports Information Directors and the All College Basketball Classic. A former newspaper editor, 
Bill has written two books. His memoir about the cross-country bicycle journey he undertook in the aftermath of his son’s death, 
Riding With the Blue Moth, was among the top sports books after its release in October, 2005. It was re-issued in 2015. His second 
book, This One Day in Hobart is a history of his home town. He is married to his high school sweetheart, the former Nicki Perry. 


Q&A WITH BILL HANCOCK 


WHO IS THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSON 
OF YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAREER? 

Harold Keith, the iconic sports information director at the 
University of Oklahoma. No one called him “Harold.” He was 
always “Mr. Keith,” or “Grantland.” He was a kind, gentle man. 
| wanted to BE him. He had been a distance runner; | took up 
running and made a career of it. He was an author who wrote in 
short, concise sentences. | copied him. He kept long lists; | am 
a hopeless list-maker even today. He kept meticulous files that 
are now priceless. He took copious notes in tiny cursive; me, 
too. He was more interested in other people than in himself. 


IS THERE A MOMENT YOU CAN PIN POINT 
CHOOSING THE SPORTS INDUSTRY AS 
YOUR CAREER PATH? 

| fell into sports. After my junior year at OU, Glen Stone, the 
assistant SID, moved to Southern Illinois. The OU people 
offered the job to me. They said, “We know you haven't 
finished your degree, but you need only six hours and we 
will pay your tuition. You can finish school at night this fall.” 
The tuition for those six hours was something like $138. It was 
more money than | could imagine, so | took it. 


WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE GROWING UP IN 
HOBART, OKLAHOMA? 


| had an idyllic, Leave-it-to-Beaver childhood. | love my 
home town and will forever be grateful for the opportunity 
to grow up there. We played outdoors all the time, hiked to 
the creek every Saturday and attended every sporting 
event there was. We rode our bikes all over town. 


We got to do everything: play sports, be in the band, act in 
the senior play. It was all there for us. 


| got a gene for music from my mom and dad. | played 
piano, clarinet and sax. Every Tuesday during high school, | 
walked from the high school down town to play at the 
Kiwanis Club meetings. 


My parents were older than most—47 and 40 when | was 
born. Lots of kids thought they were my grandparents when 
they showed up at school events. But they had a wisdom 
that younger parents didn’t have. They let me make mistakes 
and learn from them. 


Hobart has always had good schools, so we got a nice 
education. A great example of that was our math teacher, 
Flavious Richardson, who taught us to think. | always had a 
job, starting when got a paper route at age 11. The best 
promotion | ever had was when they let me become janitor 
at the newspaper office. | enjoyed throwing papers, but 
didn’t like collecting that 25 cents from every customer 
every week. While | was janitor, | learned the printer’s trade. 
Then | started writing a column when | was a sophomore 
in high school. 


Hobart was a wonderful place to grow up. | wouldn’t trade 
with anybody. 


WHAT IS ONE OF THE COOLEST PARTS OF 
YOUR JOB? 

The coolest part is just being so totally involved in college 
football. | do live it 24-7. | am the luckiest person | know. After 
all, | got to direct the best event in college basketball for many 
years, and now | get to direct the best event in college football. 


2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


LAILA BROCK 
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS AND LOGISTICS 


Laila Brock joined the College Football Playoff staff after serving as Director of Events and Team 
Operations for the Orange Bowl Committee. She received a bachelor’s degree in communications 
and mass media research, as well as a master’s degree in counselor education from Pennsylvania 
State University. At Penn State, she was captain of the Nittany Lion women’s track and field 
team. Brock was also a member of the 1997 United States Jr. National Track and Field team and 
competed in the Jr. Pan-American Games in Havana, Cuba. Brock is a member of Women in 
Sports and Events (WISE), Meeting Professionals International (MPI) and the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA). She is originally from Washington, Pennsylvania. 


CLAUDIA DORSEY 
BUSINESS AND TICKET OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 


Claudia Dorsey previously worked in corporate relationships at the NCAA prior to joining the 
playoff, servicing several of the NCAA’s top accounts and delivering on-site activation at the 
Men’s Final Four, Men’s and Women’s College World Series, Volleyball, Wrestling and other 
championships. A native of Chicago, Dorsey began as an intern with the White Sox in sales 
and cross-functional marketing, before being hired as an account executive in group sales. 
She then transitioned to client services and database administration. Dorsey is a graduate of 
DePaul University, where she received a bachelor of arts in psychology. She and her husband, 
Ryan, have one son, Mason. 


ALLISON DOUGHTY 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS AND HOSPITALITY SERVICES 


Prior to joining the College Football Playoff, Allison Doughty spent seven years at the Atlantic 
Coast Conference in a variety of positions, most recently as Director of Football Operations and 
Event Management. Additionally, she spent one year at the Peach Bowl working in events. She 
receiveda bachelor’sin history from the University of Virginiaandamaster’sin sports administration 
from Ohio University. Her interest in the industry stems from her father, a sportswriter for the 
Roanoke Times for over 40 years. Her love of football began at an early age as she was born the 
day of what is now known as simply “The Play” on the 85th anniversary of the Stanford-Cal game. 
She is a member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) and a 
Sports Management Institute (SMI) graduate. Doughty is a native of Roanoke, Virginia. 


NIKKI EPLEY 
DIRECTOR OF STADIUM AND GAME OPERATIONS 


Nikki Epley joined the College Football Playoff after spending five years with the University of Kansas 
Alumni Association. Epley has served as the Director of Operations and Events for the South Florida 
Super Bowl XLI Host Committee, Director of Special Events for the Jacksonville Super Bowl XXXIX 
Host Committee and was an Associate Director for the Division | Men’s Basketball Championship 
at the NCAA. She has also worked the past six Super Bowls with the stadium operations 
team. A graduate from Wichita State University, she earned a BA and MA in Sports Business/ 
Administration and was a middle infielder for the Shocker softball team, wearing #8 after 
her childhood idol, Cal Ripken. She is member of Collegiate Event and Facility Management 
Association (CEFMA), Stadium Managers Association (SMA) and National Association of Collegiate 
Women Athletic Administrators (NACWAA). Epley grew up just outside of Wichita in Valley Center, Kansas. 


TIM FRICK 
CONTROLLER 


Tim Frick comes to the College Football Playoff after soending four years with Baker Hughes, a 
publicly traded oil services company, where he served in both internal audit and corporate 
finance roles. Experienced in both public accounting and corporate finance, Frick is a certified 
public accountant and Chartered Global Management Accountant. Prior to his time at Baker 
Hughes, he spent four years as the business and ticket manager of the Big 12 Conference and 
two years with the public accounting firm Grant Thornton. A native of Oklahoma, he holds a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Oklahoma. 


WES GENTRY 
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION AND TECHNOLOGY 


Wes Gentry became the third member of the College Football Playoff staff, joining Executive 
Director Bill Hancock in March 2013. A native of Oklahoma, Gentry received an undergraduate 
degree in geography from the University of Oklahoma. He holds a master’s degree in journalism 
from the University of Colorado, as well as a graduate certificate in Christian studies from Denver 
Seminary. Most recently, he worked for the Denver Post. Gentry and his wife, Becky, have two 
children, Jackson and Hollis. 


BEN HABERN 
MARKETING AND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS COORDINATOR 


Ben Habern joined the College Football Playoff as a full-time staff member after previously serving 
as the Marketing and Strategic Partnerships intern for the 2014-15 season. Before his time at the 
playoff, Habern worked as a graduate assistant in the Office of Trademark Licensing at the 
University of Oklahoma and also spent time as an intern for Oklahoma Athletics’ Sooner Club. 
As an undergraduate, Habern played center and was a team captain for the University of Oklahoma 
football team. A native of Denton, Texas, he is married to wife, Morgan. 


RYAN ALLEN HALL 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS 


Joining the College Football Playoff in July 2015, Ryan Hall previously served as Associate Director 
of Academic and Membership Affairs for the NCAA. His primary duties included oversight and 
management of the NCAA legislative-relief waiver process and administration of the NCAA 
supplemental support fund. Prior to his time at the NCAA, Hall practiced law with Strauss & 
Troy L.P.A. in Ohio as a general civil litigation associate. A native of Austin, Texas, Hall earned 
his bachelor’s degree in economics and political science from Rice University where he was a 
member of the Owls baseball team. He received his juris doctorate from the University of Notre 
Dame Law School. Hall and his wife, Kimera, have two daughters, Kayleigh and Kamryn. 


MICHAEL KELLY 
» CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 


Michael Kelly was selected as the Chief Operating Officer in November 2012. Kelly previously 
served as Senior Associate Commissioner for the Atlantic Coast Conference, overseeing 
broadcasting, communications and football. He is the only person to ever serve as lead local 
executive for three different Super Bowls in three different communities, having been President 
of the Super Bowl Host Committee in Tampa Bay (Super Bowl XXXV), Jacksonville (Super Bowl 
XXXIX) and South Florida (Super Bowl XLI). He also served as the Executive Director for the 1999 
NCAA Men’s Final Four Local Organizing Committee. Kelly spent four years on campus serving 
two intercollegiate athletic departments in roles as Director of Athletic Operations and Facilities 
at Wake Forest University and as Associate Athletic Director for External Affairs at the University 
of South Florida. A founding board member of the Collegiate Event and Facilities Management Association (CEFMA), Kelly 
also serves on the President’s Board of Advisors for St. Thomas University (Miami Gardens, FL), and the Alumni Association 
Council for St. John’s College High School (Washington, DC). He also proudly serves as an officer for the College Football 
Playoff Foundation and was instrumental in the development of its Extra Yard For Teachers initiative that focuses on honoring, 
celebrating, inspiring and empowering educators throughout the country. Kelly graduated Magna Cum Laude from Wake 
Forest University, where he received a bachelor’s in politics. Additionally, he holds a master’s in sports administration from St. 
Thomas University. A passionate supporter of the sports administration and event management industries, Kelly has served as 
an adjunct faculty member at the University of Tampa and St. Thomas University, and has lectured at dozens of colleges around 
the country. In 2006, Kelly was named to the Sports Business Journal’s “Forty Under 40” and was presented with St. Thomas 
University’s Distinguished Alumnus Award. He and his wife, Lisa, have two daughters, Cara and Seana. 


LAUREN LANIER 
» COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 


Lauren Lanier joined the College Football Playoff in spring 2014. She graduated from the University 
of Colorado at Boulder in 2013, where she received a bachelor’s degree in journalism. While at CU, 
Lanier worked for Colorado Athletics in the Sports Information Department for four years. During 
her time as an undergrad, she served as an ESPNU Campus Connection correspondent and spent 
the summer of 2013 completing an internship at the National Football Foundation. Lanier is a 
member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA), the Football 
Writers Association of America (FWAA) and the Heart of Dallas Young Professionals (HODYP) 
organization. She is originally from Dallas, Texas. 


GINA LEHE 
» SENIOR DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND BRAND MANAGEMENT 


Gina Lehe spent 16 years working in the college football bowl industry prior to joining the College 
Football Playoff, having most recently serving as Director of Media for the Rose Bowl Game. Lehe 
served in similar capacities for the Insight Bowl and Fiesta Bowl. She is a member of the Association 
for Women in Sports Media (AWSM), College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA), 
Football Writers Association of America (FWAA), National Football Foundation and College Hall of 
Fame (NFF & CHF) and Public Relations and Media Committee for the Football Bowl Association 
(FBA). Lehe graduated from the University of Arizona with a bachelor of arts in communications. 
Originally from Pacific Grove, California, she is married to husband, Adam. The Lehe’s have a 
daughter, Adriana. 


2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF STAFF 


JASON SABATINO 
» DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS OPERATIONS AND TICKET OPERATIONS 


Jason Sabatino comes to the College Football Playoff after most recently serving as the associate 
director of NCAA Championships and Alliances, Marketing and Ticketing, where he oversaw the 
ticket operations for the NCAA's Division | Men’s Basketball Championship preliminary rounds and 
Final Four. Prior to his time with the NCAA, Sabatino worked for Cleveland Cavaliers, LLC, as 
Manager of Ticketing Operations, where he supported strategic ticketing initiatives for the 
Cleveland Cavaliers (NBA), Lake Erie Monsters (AHL) and Quicken Loans Arena. He enjoyed a stint 
in the same capacity for the New York Islanders (NHL) during 2007-2008. Sabatino spent nine 
years in various posts at Boston University, both in the Department of Athletics and with Agganis 
Arena. He began his career as collegiate administrator while serving as Business Manager for 
the America East Conference from 1997-1999. A native of Massachusetts, Sabatino earned his bachelor’s degree in sports 
management from Southern New Hampshire University. He and his wife, Meagan, have two daughters, Lucy and Caroline. 


REID SIGMON 
» CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 


Reid Sigmon joined the College Football Playoff after serving as Senior Associate Athletic Director 
and Chief Operating Officer at Kansas State University. In that role, Sigmon managed the day-to- 
day operations of the athletic department. Sigmon also served as Executive Director of the Tampa 
Bay Super Bowl XLII Host Committee, Vice President of Operations of the Jacksonville Super 
Bowl XXXIX Host Committee and Director of Operations of the Tampa Bay Super Bowl XXXV Task 
Force. Sigmon served as the Assistant Director of the Tampa Bay Organizing Committee for the 
1999 NCAA Division | Men’s Final Four. He also spent two years in the NFL, working as Director 
of Stadium Development and Event Operations for the Cleveland Browns. Sigmon received a 
bachelor of arts, Magna Cum Laude, from Wake Forest University, where he was a letterman on 
the Demon Deacons football team. In addition, he earned a master of business administration from the University of Florida. 
Sigmon is a member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA). Born in Charleston, South 
Carolina, he was raised in Hendersonville, North Carolina. 


COURTNEY STANFORD 
» SPECIAL PROJECTS COORDINATOR 


Courtney Stanford joined the College Football Playoff in the fall of 2015. She previously worked at 
Active Network as a Marketing Assistant in the Commerce Division. A 2012 graduate of Texas Tech 
University, she received a bachelor’s degree in exercise and sports science with a concentration 
in sports management. While at TTU, Stanford worked in the Recreational Sports Department for 
two years. Stanford has also spent time working for Cadence Sports as a Marketing and Event 
Management intern, as well as for the Frisco RoughRiders, serving as Community Development 
and Foundation intern. A native of Southlake, Texas, she is married to Lowell. 


2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


RIJO WALKER 
TEAM OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 


Rijo Walker joined the College Football Playoff in the fall of 2016 after previously serving as a 
graduate assistant at his alma mater, the University of Virginia. Prior to returning to Charlottesville, 
Walker spent one season at Virginia State University in Petersburg as a defensive graduate assistant 
for the Trojans football program. A four-year letterwinner for the Virginia Cavaliers, during his time 
as a football student-athlete, Walker was named special teams captain in 2013. Walker holds a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology and a master’s degree in athletic administration, both from the 
University of Virginia. He is originally from Hampton, Virginia. 


ALFRED WHITE 
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 


Prior to joining the College Football Playoff in 2016, White served as Senior Associate Commissioner 
at Conference USA for 12 years. In that role, he oversaw football, baseball and men’s golf. His 
football responsibilities included managing the conference’s bowl relationships, officiating and the 
conference championship game. He was the founding president of the NBA Development League’s 
Asheville Altitude from 2001-2004. From 1998-2001, White served as the Commissioner of the 
Southern Conference. He also served 15 years on staff at the NCAA in the areas of communications, 
promotions and corporate marketing, being named the NCAA Director of Corporate Marketing in 
1997. A native of Houston, White holds a bachelor’s degree from Texas Tech University. He and his 
wife Judy, who have been married for over 25 years, have one daughter, Cassidy. 


ALLYSON WILKER 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 


Joining the College Football Playoff in October 2015, Allyson Wilker previously served as Business 
and Events Coordinator at Conference USA. Wilker graduated magna cum laude from Baylor 
University in 2012 with a bachelor of business administration in marketing and received her master 
of science in education-sports management in May 2014. While working toward her master’s, 
Wilker worked for the Waco Foundation, Baylor Campus Recreation-Intramural Sports and the 
Waco Convention Center. An Austin, Texas native, she is married to Jake. 


2016-17 INTERNS 


(PICTURED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) 


LINDSEY LEJEUNE BILLY BARNES 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 2013 University of Kansas, 2016 
Texas A&M University, 2016 Stadium and Game Operations Intern 


Communications and Brand Management, 


Tom Mickle Intern AROHINE FALMER 


Louisiana State University, 2016 
JAKOB GUTIERREZ Community Relations Intern 
be ated can eae set a OLIVIA MITCHELL 

arketing an rategic Partnerships Intern University of Notre Dame, 2016 


CHANTE FREEMAN Team Operations Intern 
University of North Carolina-Asheville, 2013 

Texas Tech University, 2015 

Events and Business Operations Intern 
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@ ‘The Nationa! Football Ft 
Sytosan Loon fh & College Hall of Fame 


FOUNDATION 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME Building Leaders Through Football Since 1947 


e Preserving the past, promoting the present and protecting the future of the game. 

¢ Inducting the greatest coaches and players into the College Football Hall of Fame each 
December at the NFF Annual Awards Dinner in New York City. 

e Immortalizing the game's greatest legends and promoting the good in the game at the 
College Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta's Centennial Olympic Park. 

e Bestowing the coveted William V. Campbell Trophy, presented by Fidelity Investments 
and prominently displayed at its official home inside the New York Athletic Club, to the 
nation’s top college football scholar-athlete. 

¢ Distributing more than $1.3 million to high school and college scholar-athletes, including 
the prestigious NFF National Scholar-Athlete Awards, presented by Fidelity Investments. 

e Recognizing the nation’s finest student-athletes from all divisions in The NFF Hampshire 
Honor Society. 

¢ Inducting our nation’s most influential individuals into the NFF Leadership Hall of Fame. 

e Partnering with the Football Writers Association of America (FWAA) to conduct the 
“FWAA-NFF Super 16” poll, which ranks the nation’s top 16 teams during the regular 
college football season. 

e Energizing a nationwide network of 12,000 members and 120 chapters that collectively 
stage more than 1,000 events, reaching more than 5,000 high schools and more than 
500,000 high school football players each year. 

¢ Telling the stories that promote the power of amateur football in developing leadership 
and a powerful sense of community on FootballMatters.org. 

e Stressing the value of the game to fans through a series of initiatives, including the NFF 
Annual Awards Dinner; the National Hall of Fame Salute at the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl: 
the NFF High School Showcases; and the NFF Faculty Salutes and the NFF Hall of Fame 

On-Campus Salutes, both presented by Fidelity Investments. 


Leadership 


Ei /NFFNetwork Archie Manning Steven J. Hatchell Clayton I. Bennett J. Murry Bowden Kathleen A. Murphy 


Chairman President & CEO Vice Chairman Vice Chairman Vice Chairwoman 


wW @NFFNetwork 433 E. Las Colinas Blvd. ¢ Suite 1130 Irving, TX © 75039 


For more information please visit www.footballfoundation.org or call 972-556-1000. 


THE FBA SALUTES 


FRANK BEAMER 


, | , ’ a 


Each year, the Football Bowl Association presents an award for distinguished service to college 
football, with an emphasis on supporting the student-athlete experience through postseason football 
bowl games. This year, the FBA pays tribute to longtime Virginia Tech head coach Frank Beamer, who 
retired following the 2015 season. He concluded his career with a 238-121-2 record in 29 seasons at the 


Hokies’ helm. This includes 23 straight bowl appearances from 1993-2015. 


PAST RECIPIENTS 
2009 Roy Kramer 
2010 Tom Hansen 
2011 LaVell Edwards 
2012 Bobby Bowden 


2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 


Grant Teaff 4, | VAN 


Dennie Poppe 


Lee Corso www.cfbbowls.com 
Michael Slive Twitter: @collegebowls 
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ST.PETERSBURG 
CLEARWATER 


Just a short drive from Raymond James Stadium, show off your best moves 


PROUD SPONSOR 


at Clearwater Beach, named #1 beach in the U.S. by TripAdvisor in 2016. 


ri | ) a V7 Your next two plays: St. Pete’s Dali Museum and electrifying night life. 
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BAY AREA 2019 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


a * 


The City of New Orleans is Proud 
to Have Been Selected to Host the 
2020 College Football Playoff 


National Championship 


New Orleans: 
A City of Champions 


27 College Football Champions 
10 Super Bowl Champions 
5 NCAA Men's Basketball Champions 


3 NCAA Women's Basketball Champions 
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SAMSUNG 


Introducing the only water resistant’, fast wireless 
charging, low light camera having, memory expandable, 
360° capturing, 24/7 support having, home smartening, 
pay almost anywhere machine. 


The new Galaxy S7 edge 


*Water-resistant in up to 5 feet of water for up to 30 minutes. © 2016 Samsung Electronics America, Inc. 


THE AGC IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 2017 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL GHAMPIONSHIP 


AND WE WISH CLEMSON BEST OF LUCK IN THE GAME! 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


THEAGG.com/sowrs | @tHEACC | @tHeACCrooteat 
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DEODORANT 


It won’t let 
you down 


BRAND IN 
THE WORLD 


—° at © 
NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Assobiation. ©2016 Unilever TGT16099 
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Meet this year’s 
national champion 
emojis. 
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Bios courtesy of ESPN.com ; ESPN BROADCASTERS: TV 


CHRIS FOWLER » PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR @cbfowler 


Chris Fowler, who has progressed at ESPN over a quarter century to be one of the most respected hosts and play-by- 
play commentators in television, appears on many of ESPN’s marquee properties, primarily in college football and 
Grand Slam tennis. He became the play-by-play for the ABC Saturday Night Football booth in 2014, and currently works 
alongside analyst Kirk Herbstreit and reporter Samantha Ponder. Fowler and Herbstreit ushered in the new era in college 
football, teaming up to work a College Football Playoff Semifinal game and the College Football National Championship. 


He served as the host for College GameDay Built by The Home Depot, the network’s Emmy-winning Saturday morning college 
football preview show, 1990 - 2014. It won the Sports Emmy for Best Weekly Studio Show in 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014. 


He also has hosted ESPN’s Heisman Trophy Presentation since the network began its coverage of the event in1994 and 
ESPN’s The Home Depot College Football Awards show from its inception in 1993 to 2013. In addition, he was the play-by-play voice of ESPN’s 
Thursday night college football games from 2006-2009 after previously serving as a sideline reporter, beginning in 1988. 


KIRK HERBSTREIT » COLLEGE FOOTBALL ANALYST @KirkHerbstreit 


Widely recognized as one of the best college football minds of his generation, Kirk Herbstreit has served as an analyst for 
ESPN’‘s six-time Sports Emmy Award-winning College GameDay Built by The Home Depot remote college football studio 
show since August 1996, when he joined then-host Chris Fowler and co-analyst Lee Corso. For his efforts there, he has 
earned seven nominations and two Sports Emmy Awards for Best Studio Analyst (2010 & 2011). Herbstreit is the game 
analyst for the Saturday Night Football series on ABC, broadcast television’s first weekly prime-time college football game, 
since the series debut in 2006. He shares the booth with play-by-play commentator Chris Fowler and reporter Samantha 
Ponder. Herbstreit also serves as an analyst on the College Football Playoff: Top 25 rankings show. Previously, he called eight 
Rose Bowl Games and seven BCS National Championships alongside legendary play-by-play announcer Brent Musburger. 


Respected for his no-nonsense analysis and insightful perspective, he is also a frequent contributor to SportsCenter, Mike & Mike, ESPN.com 
and ESPN The Magazine. Previously, Herbstreit was a game analyst on the popular ESPN Thursday night college football series from 1999-2006. 
He joined ESPN in September 1995 as a college football sideline analyst. His talents were quickly noticed, as after just two seasons, he was 
nominated for a 1997 Sports Emmy Award as television’s top studio analyst. In January 2004, Sporting News magazine ranked Herbstreit and 
fellow GameDay personalities Lee Corso and Chris Fowler as 2003’s “Most Powerful Media Personalities in Sports.” 


He earned a degree in business administration in 1993 from the Ohio State University, where he was a four-year letterman with the Buckeyes as 
a quarterback (1989-92). During his senior season in 1992, he served as a starter and team captain, and was recognized as team MVP and most 
motivational player. 


SAMANTHA PONDER » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER  @sam_ponder 


Samantha Ponder has served as a contributor for the six-time Emmy-award winning College GameDay Built by The Home 
Depot and College Football Live since 2012. Ponder returned to the sidelines in 2016 to join play-by-play commentator 
Chris Fowler and analyst Kirk Herbstreit for the ABC Saturday Night Football telecast. Ponder, who started at ESPN in 2011, 
has worked as a reporter in the past for college football (Thursdays), as well as Longhorn Network events, studio shows 
and feature stories out of the LHN studios in Austin, Texas. She previously served as a reporter for ESPN’s Tuesday and 
Saturday primetime college basketball games. 


Ponder was previously a host and reporter for Fox Sports, contributing to both Fox Sports Net and Fox College’s coverage 
of college basketball and football in the Pac 10 and Big 12 conferences. She worked as a studio host and a sideline 
reporter in both college football and basketball. As a host, she led the pregame, halftime, and postgame studio shows for various events, including 
the Pac 10 Basketball Tournament and “Paradise Jam,” a preseason tournament in the U.S. Virgin Islands featuring teams from the ACC, Big East, 
and other various conferences. 


Prior to joining Fox College Sports, Ponder interned with ABC Sports Radio and assisted with research on ABC Television’s College Football Studio 
show in New York. She also served as the sideline reporter and host for all football and men’s and women’s basketball games while in college at 
Liberty University in Lynchburg, Va. 


Ponder is a native of Phoenix, Ariz. 


TOM RINALDI » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER 


A correspondent for ESPN since 2002, Tom Rinaldi contributes to a wide variety of programs and fills a number of roles 
at the network. He is a weekly contributor to College Gameday Built by The Home Depot, and serves as a sideline 
reporter for some of college football’s biggest games, including the Rose Bowl and the national championship game. 


Rinaldi has won 12 national Sports Emmy Awards, six national Edward R. Murrow Awards, and a host of other honors for 
his work. In 2016, he released his first book, “The Red Bandanna,” the story and heroism of 9-11 hero and Boston College 
athlete Welles Crowther, which had previously been a Rinaldi television feature. 


Rinaldi’s work has been nominated in five separate Emmy categories, including writing and feature reporting, a total 
of more than 4O times. His feature stories are a staple on SportsCenter, E:60, and SCFeatured. 


He is also a part of ESPN’s golf coverage at the Masters as an interviewer and essayist. 


A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., he earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania, and a master’s degree from the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. 
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ESPN BROADCASTERS: RADIO  £ Bios courtesy of ESPN.com 


SEAN McDONOUGH » PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR 


Sean McDonough is one of sports television’s most versatile broadcasters. Named the voice of ESPN’s Monday Night 
Footballin 2016 - and also a leading play-by-play commentator on the network’s college basketball coverage, McDonough 
has covered the World Series, NCAA Final Four, the Olympic Games and all four major golf championships, among other 
marquee events during his accomplished career. 


McDonough, who has been with ESPN since 1989 - with the exception of 1996-99, when he worked exclusively for CBS, 
is just the fifth person to occupy the play-by-play position since Monday Night Football debuted in 1970, joining 
broadcasting stalwarts Keith Jackson, Frank Gifford, Al Michaels and Mike Tirico. The 2016 NFL season will be his first with 
Super Bowl-winning coach Jon Gruden and reporter Lisa Salters. 


McDonough has also voiced ESPN’s Major League Baseball Monday Night Baseball telecasts, served as a host and hole announcer on ESPN’s 
coverage of the U.S. Open, The Open Championship and other golf events, and he has provided play-by-play on the network for NHL, tennis, the 
College World Series, and college lacrosse, soccer and hockey. From 2013-15, he also called NFL games for ESPN Radio. 


A native of Boston, McDonough graduated cum laude from Syracuse University in 1984. In May 2007, he received an honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters from Southern Vermont College in recognition of his career, community service and personal achievements. He was also the Commencement 
Speaker at the graduation ceremony. 


TODD BLACKLEDGE » COLLEGE FOOTBALL ANALYST  @Blackledge_ESPN 


Todd Blackledge, who returned to ESPN in 2006, is an analyst for many of the network’s college football events, 
including College Football Primetime. Blackledge has served an analyst since the 2009 season, and currently works 
alongside play-by-play announcer Joe Tessitore and sideline reporter Holly Rowe. He also is a regular contributor to 
College GameDay Built by The Home Depot, SportsCenter and ESPN Radio. 


Blackledge began his broadcast career as a sports-talk radio host in Ohio, while also doing analysis for the Indianapolis 
Colts’ preseason, the Big East Network and for ESPN. He also worked on the Emmy Award-winning Penn State Football 
Story. 


As the standout quarterback at Penn State, Blackledge started for the Nittany Lions from 1981 to 1983, going 31-5 through three seasons. After 
leading Penn State to the national championship in 1982, Blackledge won the Davey O’Brien Award as the nation’s most outstanding quarterback, 
and he finished sixth in the Heisman Trophy voting. His passer rating was 10th among the nation’s quarterbacks that season. 


In the 1983 NFL Draft, Kansas City selected Blackledge seventh overall. He played for the Chiefs for five seasons before joining the Pittsburgh 
Steelers in 1988. He retired in 1989. 


In 2009, he was awarded Penn State’s Distinguished Alumni Award. He is a member of Penn State’s Board of Visitors for Penn State’s Center for 
Sports Journalism. 

Blackledge received a Bachelor of Arts degree in speech communication from Penn State in 1983, graduating Phi Beta Kappa. A first-team 
Academic All-American, he also earned the Eric Walker Award that year from Penn State, given annually to the senior believed to have most 
“enhanced the esteem and recognition of the University.” 


HOLLY ROWE » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @sportsiren 


Holly Rowe joined ESPN on a regular basis in August 1998 and had previously served as a sideline reporter for select ESPN 
telecasts in 1997 and for ABC Sports from 1995-96. Rowe primarily covers college football, men’s basketball and softball as 
a reporter, as well as the NBA and WNBA. She has also provided play-by-play commentary for women’s college basketball, 
softball and volleyball. In addition, Rowe has covered soccer, swimming, track & field and the Little League World Series of 
baseball and softball for ESPN. She plays a role in espnW’s coverage of the sports she works on. 


Rowe has also provided play-by-play for women’s college basketball and women’s college volleyball for ESPN since 1998 and 
Fox Sports from 1993-2003. Rowe was one of four play-by-play announcers on ESPN's coverage of the 1998 Women’s World 
Cup and has hosted ESPN’s coverage of the Running of the Bulls. She was also the analyst for the WNBA’s Utah Starzz until the 
franchise moved to San Antonio. Rowe served as the play-by-play voice for BYU women’s basketball, volleyball and gymnastics from 1993-2009 and as 
a BYU and Air Force football sideline reporter for the Blue and White Sports Network from 1993-97. 


IAN FITZSIMMONS » COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @lanfitzespn 


lan Fitzsimmons is the co-host of ESPN Radio’s weeknight program Freddie and Fitz (M-F, 11 p.m. - 2 a.m. ET), alongside 
Freddie Coleman. He also serves as a reporter for ESPN Radio’s NFL and college football broadcasts and has appeared 
on Mike & Mike, Russillo & Kanell and several other ESPN shows. He was formerly the host of The lan Fitzsimmons Show on 
the national ESPN Radio network. Fitzsimmons originally joined ESPN in 1992 as a producer for ESPN Radio’s GameNight. 
He later re-joined ESPN in 2009 as a co-host for the ESPN Radio Dallas affiliate on the Galloway & Company Show. 


Fitzsimmons began his radio career at WSPZ-AM in Birmingham, Ala., and was also a host on Birmingham, Ala., station 
WJOX 94.5FM for two years. He previously co-hosted 1460 The Fan’s Herbstreit & Fitzsimmons in Columbus, Ohio, 
alongside current ESPN College GameDay Built by The Home Depot host Kirk Herbstreit. 
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THE ULTIMATE FOOTBALL 
PARENT RESOURCE. 


HEALTH AND SAFETY. 
NUTRITITION. PERFORMANCE. 
COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR PLAYER. 
VALUES OF THE GAME. 
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HEISMAN TROPHY WINNERS 


THE HEISMAN TROPHY BREAKDOWN... 


When University of Chicago running back Jay Berwanger won the first Heisman Trophy in 1935 he started a trend that continues 
to this day. Of the 80 college football players who have won the coveted Heisman Trophy, 41 of them have been running backs, 
by far the most of any position. Of those 41 running backs, three players have been fullbacks, most recently Oklahoma’s Steve 
Owens in 1969. Only one defensive player, Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson in 1997, has won the award. Quarterbacks have 
the second-most amount of Heisman wins at 34. This year’s winner, Louisville quarterback Lamar Jackson continued a trend that 
has seen a signal caller win the Heisman 14 of the past 16 seasons. Jackson's season was one for the record books, as he became 
just the third player in FBS history with 30 passing touchdowns and 20 rushing touchdowns in one season (Cam Newtown and 
Tim Tebow). Jackson also became the youngest Heisman winner ever at 19 years and 337 days. A look at the recipients by position: 


Winners by Position 
QUARTERBACK 1974 pl oun ete State 
F 1975 Archie Griffin Ohio State 
ee oe an ely 1976 Tony Dorsett Pittsburgh 
1943. Angelo Bertelli Notre Dame aes ath camps Ok heed 
1944 Pe Ga Ohio State 1979 Gees Wee a USC 
1947 John Lujac Notre Dame : 
1956 ~—- Paul Hornung Notre Dame foo pee oe South earls 
toe Le eal h Oregon ae 1982 Herschel Walker Georgia 
oger Staubac avy : ; 
1964 John Huarte Notre Dame toe aN eel Ne 
toes on Bee 1988 Barry Sanders Oklahoma State 
1970 —_ Jim Plunkett Stanford 1994  Rashaan Salaam Colorado 
1971 Pat Sullivan Auburn 1995 Eddie George Ohio State 
1984 Doug Flutie Boston College roeg a A a Texas 
1986 vin Testaverde Miami (Fla) 2009 Mark ingeam Aetama 
1989 Andre Ware Houston : 
1990 Ty Detmer Brigham Young 2015 ~~ Derrick Henry Alabama 
1992 ete lei qc (Fla) END 
1993 Charlie War Florida State 
1996 Danny Wuerffel Florida tens ay ins Not ae 
2000 Chris Weinke Florida State colhal: Ove rane 
aa ee Such ar a WIDE RECEIVER 
arson Palmer ; 
: 1987 Tim Brown Notre Dame 
2003 Jason White Oklahoma 1991 Desmond Howard Michigan 
2004 = Matt Leinart USC 
2006 ‘Troy mun eae CORNERBACK 
2007 ~=Tim Tebow Florida “hi 
S008 ‘Sam Eradtord Hlashons 1997 Charles Woodson Michigan 
2010 Cam Newton Auburn 
2011 Robert Griffin III Baylor 
2012 Johnny Manziel Texas A&M 
2013 Jameis Winston Florida State 
2014 Marcus Mariota Oregon 
2016 Lamar Jackson Louisville 
RUNNING BACK 
1935 Jay Berwanger Chicago 
1939 Nile Kinnick lowa 
1940 Tom Harmon Michigan 
1941 Bruce Smith Minnesota 
1942 Frank Sinkwich Georgia 
1945 Doc Blanchard Army (FB) 
1946 Glenn Davis Army 
1948 Doak Walker Southern Methodist 
1950 Vic Janowicz Ohio State 
1951 Dick Kazmaier Princeton 
1952 Billy Vessels Oklahoma 
1953 John Lattner Notre Dame 
1954 Alan Ameche Wisconsin (FB) 
1955 Howard Cassady Ohio State 
1957 John David Crow Texas A&M 
1958 Pete Dawkins Army 
1959 Billy Cannon Louisiana State 
1960 Joe Bellino Navy 
1961 Ernie Davis Syracuse 
1965 Mike Garrett USC 
1968 O.J. Simpson USC an 
1969 Steve Owens Oklahoma (FB) LAMAR JACKSON, LOUISVILLE 
1972 Johnny Rodgers Nebraska 
1973 John Cappelletti Penn State 
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RACHEL BARIBEAU @RachelBaribeau 


Rachel Baribeau is a graduate of the Auburn University Broadcast Journalism program and as a 
master of her craft, she’s delivered insightful commentary to millions of sports enthusiasts via 
national broadcasters such as Fox Sports, ESPN, CBS Sports and Yahoo. 


Captivating, her various posts include roles such as: Sports Editor, Sports Radio Talk Show Host, 
Sideline Reporter, Internet Anchor and Field Reporter. Rachel's ability to “transcend layers and 
pull out the real story” is actively sought after in covering the SEC, NFL and NASCAR among other 
notable championship games and Fortune 500 appearances. Her compelling and heartfelt story- 
telling is featured on BleacherReport.com; she can also be heard on SiriusXM College Sports 
Nation as the first female on College Sports Nation. 


JANEL KLEIN @ JanelKlein 


Janel Klein is a freelance journalist, correspondent and on air talent working for networks including 
NBC, ABC, CNN, FOX Sports, The Weather Channel, NFL Network, ESPN, NBA Entertainment and 
Minneapolis NBC affiliate KARE TV. 


In 2008, Janel partnered with the Los Angeles Times sports staff as the sole producer of the 
Tribune Company’s weekly program The Fifth Quarter, which chronicled a season with the USC 
and UCLA football teams. She has since worked every season with the NFL covering teams 
throughout the league, while also serving as an on air talent for the Minnesota Vikings, and as a 
host of Vikings Weekly and Gopher Football for Fox Sports North and the Big Ten Network. Janel 
has also been the on camera host for numerous live and televised events, including the NCAA 
Frozen Four tournament and the Kentucky Derby. 


MARK BROWN @MarkBrownESPN 


Mark Brown is back for his third year to co-host the College Football Playoff National Championship 
Pre-Game Show on the big screen. As a 20-year veteran in sports broadcasting, Brown has 
covered nearly every sport on ESPN Networks around the world, including College Basketball, 
NBA, NFL, tennis, soccer, cycling, volleyball as well as a variety of international competitions. 


Brown’s TV play-by-play experience includes international broadcasts for two Super Bowls, eight 
NBA Finals, all 4 Tennis Grand Slams and the 2012 NCAA Men’s Final Four. He also calls college 
basketball games, provides coverage of the Little League World Series, and previously called 
NCAA Tennis on Longhorn Network. As a freelance sports anchor and reporter with CBS affiliate 
WFSB-TV in Hartford, Connecticut, Mark covered the UConn football and basketball programs, 
PGA TOUR Golf, WTA Tennis and the New England Patriots. Along the way he has served as the 
TV voice of UConn Football, the CBA’s Connecticut Pride and the U.S. Virgin Islands Paradise Jam 
Basketball Tournament. 


PETE FIUTAK @PeteFiutak 


Pete Fiutak has been the publisher of CollegeFootballNews.com since 1998, and currently works 
with Campus Insiders as an on-air personality along with USA Today. Pete appears on dozens of 
radio, podcast and TV shows per week, is a Heisman voter, and works with several of the major 
awards including the Lott IMPACT Trophy & Doak Walker. Worked for over a decade with Fox, 
Scout & MSN. 
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1. What is the most commonly used mascot in Division I 6. In what year did the forward pass appear in college 
football? football? 
2. Which of the following college football programsis 7. Which four bowls existed in the 1940s? 


referred to as “Quarterback U” because of the high 
amount of NFL starts by a graduate of this university? 


3. Which college program has produced the most NFL 8. Which college football program has the most wins since 
draft picks? its inception? 

4.What quarterback holds the record for most passing 9. Which college football program has the longest 
yards in a single season? winning streak? 


5. Ezekiel Elliot holds the record for most points scored in 
a College Football Playoff national championship game. 
How many points did he score? 


10. What was the original point value of a field goal? 
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2016 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
National Championship 

University of Phoenix Stadium 
Glendale, Arizona - January 11, 2016 
Attendance: 75,765 

Kickoff Time: 6:33 p.m. MT 

End of Game: 10:18 p.m. MT 

Total Elapsed Time: 3:45 


Teams 1 2 3 #4 _ Score 
#2 Alabama (14-1) 7 7 7 24 45 
#1 Clemson (14-1) 14 0 10 16 40 


SCORING SUMMARY 

UA Derrick Henry 50 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 3-59 (0:55), 7:55, 1st 

CU Hunter Renfrow 31 yd pass from Deshaun Watson (Greg Huegel kick), 
6-54 (2:29), 5:18, 1st 

CU Hunter Renfrow 11 yd pass from Deshaun Watson (Greg Huegel kick), 7-73 
(2:17), 0:00, 1st 

UA Derrick Henry 1 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 7-42 (2:23), 9:35, 2nd 

UA O.J. Howard 53 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith kick), 3-64 (0:53), 
12:53, 3rd 

CU Greg Huegel 37 yd field goal, 9-55 (2:43), 10:10, 3rd 

CU Wayne Gallman 1yd run (Greg Huegel kick), 9-60 (3:38), 4:48, 3rd 

UA Adam Griffith 33 yd field goal, 8-64 (2:33), 10:34, 4th 

UA O.J. Howard 51 yd pass from Jake Coker (Adam Griffith kick), 2-50 (0:49), 
9:45, 4th 

CU Greg Huegel 31 yd field goal, 6-61 (1:58), 7:47, 4th 

UA Kenyan Drake 95 yd kickoff return (Adam Griffith kick), 7:31, 4th 

CU Artavis Scott 15 yd pass from Deshaun Watson (Watson rush failed), 8-75 
(2:51), 4:40, 4th 

UA Derrick Henry 1 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 8-75 (3:33), 1:07, 4th 

CU Jordan Leggett 24 yd pass from Deshaun Watson (Greg Huegel kick), 
6-68 (0:50), 0:12, 4th 


FINAL STATISTICS 

Clemson Alabama 
First Downs 31 18 
Rushing 9 6 
Passing 20 11 
Penalty 2 1 
Rushes- Yards 38-145 46-138 
Passing Yards 405 335 
Passes Comp-Att-Int 30-47-1 16-25-0 
Total Offense 
(Plays-Yards) 85-550 71-473 
Punt Returns-Yards 2-22 112 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-68 5-196 
Punts (Number-Avg) 6-44.2 7-42.4 
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 0-0 
Sacks By: 
(Number-Yards) 5-31 2-14 
Penalties-Yards 4-27 2-21 
3rd Down Conversions 6-14 9-18 
Ath Down Conversions 0-0 0-0 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing: UA - Derrick Henry, 36-158, 3 TD; Kenyan Drake, 1-1. CU - Deshaun 
Watson, 20-73; Wayne Gallman, 14-45, TD; Artavis Scott, 2-19, Zac Brooks, 
1-4; Ray-Ray McCloud, 1-4. 

Passing: UA - Jake Coker, 16-25-0, 335, 2 TD. CU - Deshaun Watson, 30-47-1, 
405, 4 TD. 

Receiving: UA - Calvin Ridley, 6-14; O.J. Howard, 5-208, 2TD; ArDarius Stewart, 
2-63; Kenyan Drake, 2-21; Richard Mullaney, 1-29. CU - Hunter Renfrow, 7-88, 2 
TD; Charone Peake, 6-99; Jordan Leggett, 5-78, TD; Zac Brooks, 4-39; Artavis 
Scott, 4-33, TD; Wayne Gallman, 3-61; Ray-Ray McCloud, 1-7. 

Punting: UA - JK Scott, 7-297, 42.4. CU - Andy Teasdall, 6-265, 44.2. 
Returns: UA - Punt: Cyrus Jones, 1-12; Kickoff: Kenyan Drake, 5-196; Int.: 
Eddie Jackson, 1-0. CU - Punt: Artavis Scott, 2-22; Kickoff: Artavis Scott, 2-59; 
Milan Richard, 1-9. 

Field Goals: UA - Adam Griffith, 1-2 (44 Missed, 33 Good). CU - Greg Huegel, 
2-3 (44 Missed, 37 Good, 31 Good). 


Tackles (Solo-Assist-Total; QBS-Yds; TFL-Yds;): UA - Geno Matias-Smith (11- 
0-11); Reuben Foster (8-1-9, TFL-1-5); Cyrus Jones (4-1-5); Reggie Ragland (4-1- 
5); Marlon Humphrey (3-2-5, TFL-1-2); Minkah Fitzpatrick (3-1-4); Da’Shawn 
Hand (3-1-4, TFL-2-6); Dillon Lee (3-0-3); Rashaan Evans (3-0-3, QBS-2-14, 
TFL-2-14); A’Shawn Robinson (2-1-3); Eddie Jackson (2-1-3); Denzel Devall (2- 
1-3); Dalvin Tomlinson (1-0-1); Jarran Reed (1-0-1); D.J. Pettway (1-0-1, TFL-1- 
1); Adam Griffith (1-0-1); Maurice Smith (1-0-1); Ronnie Harrison (1-0-1); Keith 
Holcombe (0-1-1); Bradley Sylve (0-1-1). CU - T.J. Green (6-5-11); B.J. Goodson 
(10-0-10); Kevin Dodd (7-0-7, QBS-3-20, TFL-5-26); Travis Blanks (4-0-4); D.J. 
Reader (3-1-4); Shaq Lawson (3-1-4, QBS-2-11, TFL-2-11); Cordrea Tankersley 
(2-2-4, TFL-1-2); Ben Boulware (2-1-3); Christian Wilkins (1-2-3); Jayron Kearse 
(2-0-2); Mackensie Alexander (2-0-2); Dorian O’Daniel (1-1-2); Austin Bryant (1- 
1-2); Carlos Watkins (1-1-2, TFL-1-1); Greg Huegel (1-0-1); Scott Pagano (1-0-1); 
J.D. Davis (1-0-1); Mark Fields (0-1-1); Van Smith (0-1-1); Adrian Baker (0-1-1). 


GAME RECAP 

The second national championship game of the College Football Playoff 
era was nothing short of a thriller, as the University of Alabama claimed the 
program’s sixteenth national title, defeating the Clemson Tigers, 45-40, at 
University of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, Arizona. 

Ina game in which offense was pivotal, Clemson quarterback and Heisman 
finalist Deshaun Watson set the record for most total yards in national 
championship game history, putting up 478 yards against the Crimson Tide 
- a feat that would be overshadowed by performances from Alabama’s 
biggest offensive threats. Heisman Trophy winner Derrick Henry rushed for 
158 yards on 36 carries and three touchdowns, while Offensive Player-of-the- 
Game O.J. Howard had five receptions for 208 yards and two touchdowns. 
Tied 14-14 at halftime, Alabama’s special teams unit provided the boost the 
Crimson Tide needed to roll past the Tigers. A kickoff return for a touchdown, 
the team’s sixth special-teams touchdown of the season (tied for most in 
the FBS at the time), a blocked field goal in the second quarter and a game- 
changing onside kick recovery with 10:34 left in the fourth quarter put the 
Tide in front to stay. 

The victory marked the fourth Alabama Crimson Tide national championship 
in seven years. 


STARTING LINEUPS 

CLEMSON TIGERS 

Pos. No. Offense 

LT 75 Mitch Hyatt 

LG 78 Eric Mac Lain 

Cc 57 Jay Guillermo 
RG 55 Tyrone Crowder 
RT 73 Joe Gore 

TE 16 Jordan Leggett 
WR 13 Hunter Renfrow 
QB 4 Deshaun Watson 
RB 9 Wayne Gallman 
WR 3 Artavis Scott 
WR 19 Charone Peake 
Pos. No. Defense 

DE 98 Kevin Dodd 

DT 94 Carlos Watkins 
DT 48 D.J. Reader 

DE 90 Shaq Lawson 
SLB "1 Travis Blanks 
MLB 44 B.J. Goodson 
WLB 10 Ben Boulware 
CB 2 Mackensie Alexander 
ss 1 Jayron Kearse 
FS 15 T.J. Green 

CB 25 Cordrea Tankersley 


Reserves: 1-Trevion Thompson, 5-Germone Hopper, 6-Dorian O’Daniel, 
17-Jefferie Gibson, 18-Jadar Johnson, 21-Adrian Baker, 21-C.J. Davidson, 23- 
Van Smith, 24-Zac Brooks, 24-Mark Fields, 27-C.J. Fuller, 29-Marcus Edmond, 
30-Jalen Williams, 31-Ryan Carter, 32-Andy Teasdall, 33-J.D. Davis, 
34-Kendall Joseph, 34-Ray-Ray McCloud, 37-Judah Davis, 40-Roderick Byers, 
42-Christian Wilkins, 44 Garrett Williams, 49-Richard Yeargin, 50-Justin 
Falcinelli, 51-Taylor Hearn, 56-Scott Pagano, 69-Maverick Morris, 76-Jim 
Brown, 80-Milan Richard, 81-Stanton Seckinger, 84-Cannon Smith, 85-Seth 
Ryan, 87-D.J. Greenlee, 91-Austin Bryant, 92-Greg Huegel. 
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ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE 

Pos. No. Offense 

Et 74 Cam Robinson 

LG 71 Ross Pierschbacher 
(e; 70 Ryan Kelly 

RG 50 Alphonse Taylor 
RT 76 Dominick Jackson 
TE 88 O.J. Howard 

QB 14 Jake Coker 

RB 2 Derrick Henry 

WR 13. ArDarius Stewart 
WR 3A Calvin Ridley 

WR 16 Richard Mullaney 
Pos. No. Defense 

DL 86 A‘Shawn Robinson 
DL 93 Jonathan Allen 

DL 90 Jarran Reed 

JACK 30 Denzel Devall 

CB 29 Minkah Fitzpatrick 
MIKE 19 Reggie Ragland 
WILL 10 Reuben Foster 

CB 5 Cyrus Jones 

CB 26 Marlon Humphrey 
Ss 4 Eddie Jackson 

FS 24 Geno Matias-Smith 


Reserves: 3-Bradley Sylve, 9-Da’Shawn Hand, 9-Bo Scarbrough, 15-Ronnie 
Harrison, 15-JK Scott, 17-Kenyan Drake, 18-Cooper Bateman, 20-Shaun Dion 
Hamilton, 21-Maurice Smith, 22-Ryan Anderson, 25-Dillon Lee, 32-Rashaan 
Evans, 33-Derrick Gore, 34-Damien Harris, 42-Keith Holcombe, 46-Michael 
Nysewander, 47-Christian Miller, 54-Dalvin Tomlinson, 55-Cole Mazza, 56- 
Tim Williams, 57-D.J. Pettway, 58-Brandon Greene, 75-Bradley Bozeman, 
81-Derek Kief, 84-Hale Hentges, 94-Dakota Ball, 94-Da’Ron Payne, 95-Darren 
Lake, 99-Adam Griffith. 


2015 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
National Championship 

AT&T Stadium 

Arlington, Texas - January 12, 2015 
Attendance: 85,689 

Kickoff Time: 7:33 p.m. CT 

End of Game: 11:10 p.m. CT 

Total Elapsed Time: 3:37 


Teams 1 2 3 #4 _— Score 
#2 Oregon (13-2) 7 3 10 O 20 
#4 Ohio State (14-1) 147 7 14 42 


SCORING SUMMARY 

ORE Keanon Lowe 7 yd pass from Marcus Mariota (Aidan Schneider kick), 
11-75 (2:39), 12:21, 1st 

OSU Ezekiel Elliott 33 yd run (Sean Nuernberger kick), 10-97 (3:16), 04:36, 1st 
OSU Nick Vannett 1 yd pass from Cardale Jones (Sean Nuernberger kick), 
4-46 (1:27), 01:08, 1st 

OSU Cardale Jones 1 yd run (Sean Nuernberger kick), 6-49 (2:16), 04:49, 2nd 
OSU Aidan Schneider 26 yd field goal, 12-66 (4:01), 00:48, 2nd 

ORE Byron Marshall 70 yd pass from Marcus Mariota (Aidan Schneider kick), 
1-70 (0:10), 11:23, 3rd 

ORE Aidan Schneider 23 yd field goal, 12-75 (6:39), 06:39, 3rd 

OSU Ezekiel Elliott 9 yd run (Sean Neurnberger kick), 12-75 (6:39), 00:00, 3rd 
OSU Ezekiel Elliott 2 yd run (Sean Neurnberger kick), 9-76 (4:13), 09:44, 4th 
OSU Ezekiel Elliott 1 yd run (Sean Neurnberger kick), 5-14 (2:17), 00:28, 4th 


FINAL STATISTICS 

Oregon Ohio State 
First Downs 20 28 
Rushing wf 18 
Passing 13 8 
Penalty (0) 2 
Rushes- Yards 33-132 61-296 
Passing Yards 242 333 
Passes Comp-Att-Int 38-24-1 23-16-1 


Total Offense 


(Plays-Yards) 71-465 84-538 
Punt Returns-Yards 0-0 3-32 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 4-52 2S 
Punts (Number-Avg) 6-40.0 3-42.0 
Fumbles-Lost Oo 33 
Sacks By: 

(Number-Yards) 1-17 2-6 
Penalties-Yards 10-76 5-30 
3rd Down Conversions 2-12 8-15 
Ath Down Conversions 0-2 3-3 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing: ORE - Thomas Tyner, 12-62; Marcus Mariota, 10-39; Royce Freeman, 
10-22; Byron Marshall 1-9. OSU - EzekielElliott, 36-246, 4 TD; Cardale Jones, 
21-38, TD; Curtis Samuel, 1-6; Jalin Marshall, 2-3; Corey Smith, 1-3. 

Passing: ORE - Marcus Mariota, 24-37-1, 333, 2 TD; Jeff Lockie 0-1-0. OSU 
- Cardale Jones, 16-23-1, 242, TD. 

Receiving: ORE - Byron Marshall, 8-169, TD; Evan Baylis, 5-25; Dwayne 
Stanford, 4-61; Keanon Lowe, 3-55, TD; Charles Nelson, 2-21; Thomas Tyner, 
2-2. OSU - Jalin Marshall, 5-52; Michael Thomas, 4-53; Corey Smith, 2-76; Nick 
Vannett, 2-9, TD; Devin Smith 1-45; Curtis Samuel 1-8; Ezekiel Elliott, 1-(-1). 
Punting: ORE - lan Wheeler, 6-240, 40.0. OSU - Cameron Johnston, 3-126, 42.0. 
Returns: ORE - Kickoff: Charles Nelson, 4-52; Int.: Danny Mattingly, 1-0. OSU 
- Punt: Jalin Marshall, 3-32; Kickoff: Curtis Samuel, 1-23; Int.: Eli Apple, 1-8. 
Field Goals: ORE - Aidan Schneider, 2-2 (26 Good, 23 Good). 

Tackles (Solo-Assist-Total; QBS-Yds; TFL-Yds;): ORE - Reggie Daniels (7-2-9); 
Arik Armstead (5-4-9); DeForest Buckner (5-3-8); Rodney Hardrick (6-1-7); Chris 
Seisay (5-2-7, TFL-1-1); Tony Washington (4-3-7, TFL-0.5-O); Troy Hill (4-1-5); 
Erick Dargan (4-1-5, TFL-1-1); Alex Balducci (3-2-5, TFL-O.5-1); Derrick Malone 
(4-0-4); Joe Walker (3-1-4); Tyson Coleman (1-3-4, QBS-1-17, TFL-1-17); Danny 
Mattingly (2-0-2, TFL-1-2); Christian French (1-1-2); Charles Nelson (1-0-1); Jimmie 
Swain (1-0-1); Tyree Robinson (1-0-1); Keanon Lowe (0-1-1); Dwayne Stanford (O- 
1-1); lan Wheeler (0-1-1); Sam Kamp (0-1-1). OSU - Tyvis Powell (5-4-9); Darron 
Lee (4-4-8); Eli Apple (5-2-7); Curtis Grant (5-1-6); Vonn Bell (3-3-6, QBS-1-1, TFL- 
1-1); Joshua Perry (2-4-6); Doran Grant (4-1-5, TFL-1-1); Raekwon McMillan (3-2- 
5, TFL-0.5-2); Adolphus Washington (1-2-3, QBS-1-5, TFL-1-5); Joey Bosa (2-0-2, 
TFL-1-2); Tommy Schutt (1-0-1); Steve Miller (1-O-1); Armani Reeves (1-0-1); Chris 
Worley (1-0-1); Jalin Marshall (1-0-1); Corey Smith (1-0-1); Kyle Clinton (1-0-1); 
Tyquan Lewis (0-1-1); Rashad Frazier (0-1-1, TFL-0.5-1); Michael Bennett (0-1-1). 


GAME RECAP 

The Ohio State Buckeyes claimed the inaugural College Football Playoff 
National Championship, defeating the Oregon Ducks, 42-20, in front of a 
crowd of 85,689 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 

Led by Heisman Trophy winner Marcus Mariota, the Ducks came out 
charging, putting up 75 yards in 11 plays on the opening drive. However, the 
Buckeyes and Cardale Jones had different plans on a night that marked just 
the third career start for the Ohio State quarterback. The redshirt sophomore 
passed for 242 yards and a touchdown, while helping orchestrate 538 yards 
of total offense to help the team overcome four turnovers. 

Offensive Player of the Game, Ezekiel Elliott, had a breakout night, running 
for a career-high 246 yards, setting a championship game (BCS and CFP) 
record for rushing yards, to go along with four touchdowns. Defensively, 
Ohio State held Oregon to a season-low 20 points and 465 yards of total 
offense, almost 100 yards below the team’s season average. The Buckeyes 
also held Oregon to 132 yards on the ground, over 100 yards fewer than its 
season average of 241.9. Defensive Player of the Game Tyvis Powell had nine 
tackles throughout the game, five of which were solo, and a pass breakup. 

14 unanswered points in the fourth quarter sealed Ohio State’s fate to 
become the first champions of the playoff era, marking the team’s 8th 
national championship in program history. The Buckeyes’ 14 victories tied 
the NCAA record for most in a season, while Ohio State extended its winning 
streak to 13, the longest in the nation as of January 2015. 


STARTING LINEUPS 

OREGON DUCKS 

Pos. No. Offense 

LT 75 Jake Fisher 

LG 54 Hamani Stevens 
Cc 55 Hroniss Grasu 
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RG 78 Cameron Hunt 
RT 73 Tyrell Crosby 

TE 81 Evan Baylis 

QB 8 Marcus Mariota 
RB 24 Thomas Tyner 
WR 9 Byron Marshall 
WR Ze Keanon Lowe 
WR 85 Dwayne Stanford 
Pos. No Defense 

DE 9 Arik Armstead 
NG 56 Alex Balducci 

DE 44 DeForest Buckner 
OLB 91 Tony Washington 
ILB 48 Rodney Hardrick 
ILB 22 Derrick Malone 
OLB 33 Tyson Coleman 
CB 12 Chris Seisay 

DB 4 Erick Dargan 

S 8 Reggie Daniels 
CB 13 Troy Hill 


Reserves: 12-Taylor Alie, 17-Jeff Lockie, 2-Tyree Robinson, 3-Dior Mathis, 
6-Charles Nelson, 10-Johnathan Loyd, 17-Juwaan Williams, 18-Jimmie Swain, 
21-Royce Freeman, 31- Kenny Bassett, 35-Joe Walker, 38-lan Wheeler, 
A1-Aidan Schneider, 45-T.J. Daniel, 46-Danny Mattingly, 49-Matt Wogan, 
51-lsaac Ava, 55-Tui Talia, 58-Tanner Carew, 62-Matt Pierson, 76-Jake 
Pisarcik, 82-Zac Schuller, 83-Johnny Mundt, 86-Torrodney Prevot, 92-Henry 
Mondeaux, 96-Christian French, 99-Sam Kamp. 


OHIO STATE BUCKEYES 

Pos. No. Offense 

LT 68 Taylor Decker 
LG 54 Billy Price 

Cc 50 Jacoby Boren 
RG 65 Pat Elflein 

RT 76 Darryl Baldwin 
TE 5 Jeff Heuerman 
WR 6 Evan Spencer 
QB 12 Cardale Jones 
RB 15 Ezekiel Elliott 
WR 3 Michael Thomas 
WR 9 Devin Smith 
Pos. No. Defense 

DE 97 Joey Bosa 

DT 92 Adolphus Washington 
DT 63 Michael Bennett 
DE 88 Steve Miller 
SLB 43 Darron Lee 

MLB 14 Curtis Grant 
WLB 37 Joshua Perry 
CB 13 Eli Apple 

S 23 Tyvis Powell 

S 11 Vonn Bell 

CB 12 Doran Grant 


Reserves: 1-Erick Smith, 2-Dontre Wilson, 4-Curtis Samuel, 5-Raekwon 
McMillan, 7-Damon Webb, 16-Cam Burrows, 17-Rashad Frazier, 17-Jalin Marshall, 
19-Gareon Conley, 20-Ron Tanner, 25-Bri‘onte Dunn, 26-Armani Reeves, 
28-Warren Ball, 33-Dante Booker, 35-Chris Worley, 38-Craig Fada, 39-Kyle 
Clinton, 41-Bryce Haynes, 44-Chris Rock, 48-Joe Burger, 52-Donovan Munger, 
55-Cam Williams, 57-Chase Farris, 59-Tyquan Lewis, 72-Chris Carter, 73-Antonio 
Underwood, 80-Noah Brown, 81-Nick Vannett, 84-Corey Smith, 85-Marcus 
Baugh, 90-Tommy Schutt, 95-Cameron Johnston, 96-Sean Nuernberger. 


INDIVIDUAL RECORDS 

RUSHING 

MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

36 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (158 yards, 3 TD) 
36 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (246 
yards, 4 TD) 

21 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (38 yards, 1 TD) 
20 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (73 yards, O TD) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS IN A HALF, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
148 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(25 attempts, second half) 

128 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 attempts) 
98 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(11 attempts, first half) 

55 Thomas Tyner, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 attempts) 
MOST RUSHING YARDS BY A QUARTERBACK, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

73 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 attempts) 
39 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 attempts) 
38 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (21 attempts) 
MOST NET YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

246 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(36 attempts, 4 TD) 

158 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (36 attempts, 3 TD) 


PASSING 

MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

47 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 
405 yards, 4 TD) 

37 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-37-1, 
333 yards, 2 TD) 

MOST PASSING YARDS IN A HALF, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
253 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7-12-0, 2 TD) 
243 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (18-29-0, 
2 TD) 

193 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(18-23-0, 1 TD) 

171 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10-15-0, 1 TD) 
MOST COMPLETIONS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

30 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 
405 yards, 4 TD) 

25 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-0, 335 
yards, 2 TD) 

24 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-37-1, 
333 yards, 2 TD) 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

6 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

6 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

5 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

5 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST NET YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

405 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 4 TD) 
335 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-O, 2 TD) 
333 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(24-37-1, 2 TD) 

242 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (16-23-1, 1 TD) 
MOST PASSES INTERCEPTED, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

1 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

1 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

1 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


RECEIVING 

MOST RECEPTIONS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

8 Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (169 
yards, 1 TD) 

7 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (88 yards, 2 TD) 
6 Calvin Ridley, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (14 yards, O TD) 
6 Charone Peake, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (99 yards, O TD) 
MOST YARDS RECEIVING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

208 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 receptions, 2 TD) 
169 Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(8 receptions, 1 TD) 

99 Charone Peake, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (6 receptions, 
OTD) 

88 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7 receptions, 
2 TD) 

78 Jordan Leggett, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 receptions, 1 TD) 
76 Corey Smith, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(2 receptions, O TD) 
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MOST RECEIVING YARDS IN A HALF, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

183 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 receptions) 

93 Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

(2 receptions, second half) 

76 Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(6 receptions, first half) 

76 Corey Smith, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (2 receptions) 


TOTAL OFFENSE 

MOST PLAYS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

67 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 rushing, 
47 passing) 

47 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

(10 rushing, 37 passing) 

44 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

(21 rushing, 23 passing) 

MOST TOTAL YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

478 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (73 
rushing, 405 passing) 

372 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (39 
rushing, 333 passing) 

315 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (-20 rushing, 
335 passing) 

280 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (38 
rushing, 242 passing) 


TANDEM OFFENSE 

MOST TANDEM PLAYS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

37 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (36 rush, 
1 reception) 

17 Wayne Gallman, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (14 rush, 
3 receptions) 

14 Thomas Tyner, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (12 rush, 
2 receptions) 

MOST TANDEM YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

245 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
(246 rush, -1 receiving) 


SCORING 

MOST POINTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

24 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 
18 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 rush TD) 

12 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 rec. TD) 

12 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 rec. TD) 
MOST POINTS RUSHING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

24 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 TD) 

18 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 TD) 

MOST POINTS RECEIVING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

12 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 TD) 

12 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 TD) 
MOST POINTS RESPONSIBLE FOR, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

24 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 pass TD) 
24 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 
18 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 rush TD) 

12 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 rec. TD) 

12 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 rec. TD) 
12 Cardale Jones, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (1 pass TD, 
1 rush TD) 

12 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (2 pass TD) 
MOST TOUCHDOWNS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 
3 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 rush TD) 

2 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 rec. TD) 

2 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 rec. TD) 
MOST TOUCHDOWNS RUSHING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

3 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

MOST TOUCHDOWNS RUSHING, TWO-GAME 

6 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State, 2015 Sugar & 2015 NCG 

5 Derrick Henry, Alabama, 2015 Cotton & 2016 NCG 
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MOST TOUCHDOWNS RECEIVING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

2 0.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

MOST TOUCHDOWNS PASSING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST TOUCHDOWNS RESPONSIBLE FOR, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4 Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 pass TD) 
4 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 
3 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 rush TD) 
MOST POINTS BY KICKER, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

10 Greg Huegel, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 PAT, 2 FG) 

9 Adam Griffith, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (6 PAT, 1 FG) 

8 Aidan Schneider, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (2 PAT, 2 FG) 
23 Greg Huegel, Clemson, 2015 Orange & 2016 NCG (8 PAT, 5 FG) 

17 Adam Griffith, Alabama, 2015 Cotton & 2016 NCG (11 PAT, 2 FG) 

17 Aidan Schneider, Oregon, 2015 Rose & 2015 NCG (8 PAT, 3 FG) 

MOST FIELD GOALS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

2 Greg Huegel, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (37 yards, 31 yards) 
2 Aidan Schneider, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (26 
yards, 23 yards) 

MOST PAT, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

6 Adam Griffith, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

6 Sean Nuernberger, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

5 Greg Huegel, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

TWO-POINT CONVERSIONS, CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


RETURNS 

MOST PUNT RETURNS,NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

3 Jalin Marshall, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (32 yards) 
2 Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (22 yards) 
MOST PUNT RETURN YARDAGE, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

32 Jalin Marshall, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (3 attempts) 
22 Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 attempts) 

12 Cyrus Jones, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (1 attempt) 
MOST PUNT RETURNS FOR TOUCHDOWN, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

MOST KICKOFF RETURNS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

5 Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (196 yards) 

4 Charles Nelson, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (52 yards) 
MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDAGE, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
196 Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 attempts) 
59 Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 attempts) 

52 Charles Nelson, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 attempts) 
MOST KICKOFF RETURNS FOR TOUCHDOWN, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

1 Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (95 yards) 


LONGEST PLAYS 

LONG PLAYS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

70 Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (Rec. TD) 
63 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (Rec.) 

53 O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (Rec. TD) 
LONGEST RUSHING TOUCHDOWN, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
50 Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

33 Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
LONGEST PASS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

70 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (TD) 
63 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

LONGEST PASSING TOUCHDOWN, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
70 Marcus Mariota, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

53 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

51 Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RECORDS 


LONGEST FIELD GOAL, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

37 Greg Huegel, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

33 Adam Griffith, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

31 Greg Huegel, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

26 Aidan Schneider, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
LONGEST PUNT, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

57 Andy Teasdall, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

52 J.K. Scott, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

52 lan Wheeler, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

48 Cameron Johnston, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
LONGEST PUNT RETURN, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

17 Jalin Marshall, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

13 Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

12 Cyrus Jones, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

LONGEST PUNT RETURN FOR TOUCHDOWN, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

95 Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (TD) 

43 Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

23 Curtis Samuel, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

20 Charles Nelson, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN FOR TOUCHDOWN, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

95 Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (TD) 
LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
8 Eli Apple, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN FOR TOUCHDOWN, SEMIFINALS 
Al Steve Miller, Ohio State vs. Alabama, Sugar, Jan. 1, 2015 

LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN FORTOUCHDOWN, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


GAME 


TEAM RECORDS 

MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

61 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (296 yards) 

46 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (138 yards) 

38 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (145 yards) 

33 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (132 yards) 

MOST NET YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

296 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (61 attempts) 

145 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (38 attempts) 

4.6 Florida State vs. Oregon, Rose, Jan. 1, 2015 (39-180 yards) 

MOST YARDS PER RUSH, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4.9 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (61-296 yards) 
MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

47 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 yards) 

38 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-38-1, 333 yards) 
MOST COMPLETIONS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

30 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 yards) 

24 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-38-1, 333 yards) 
MOST NET YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

405 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1) 

335 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-0) 

333 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-38-1) 

242 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (16-23-1) 

HIGHEST COMPLETION PERCENTAGE, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
.695 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (16-23-1) 

.640 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-0) 

.638 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1) 

.631 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-38-1) 


MOST YARDS PER ATTEMPT, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

13.4 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-O, 335 yards) 

10.5 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (16-23-1, 242 yards) 8.8 
Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (24-38-1, 333 yards) 8.6 
Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 yards) 

MOST PASSES HAD INTERCEPTED, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
1 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

1 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

1 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST TOTAL YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

550 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (145 rush, 405 pass) 

538 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (296 rush, 242 pass) 
473 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (138 rush, 335 pass) 

465 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (132 rush, 333 pass) 
MOST POINTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

45 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

42 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

4O Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

20 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST POINTS, WINNING TEAM, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
45 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

42 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

LARGEST POINT DIFFERENTIAL, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

22 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

SMALLEST POINT DIFFERENTIAL, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
5 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

MOST TOUCHDOWNS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

6 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 pass, 3 rush, 1 kickoff return) 
6 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (1 pass, 5 rush) 

5 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 pass, 1 rush) 

MOST TOUCHDOWNS RUSHING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

5 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

3 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

MOST TOUCHDOWNS PASSING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN FIRST HALF, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
21 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

14 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

14 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN SECOND HALF, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

31 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

26 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

21 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

10 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN ONE HALF, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
31 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2nd half) 

26 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2nd half) 

21 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (1st half) 

21 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (2nd half) 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN FIRST QUARTER, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

14 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

14 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

7 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

7 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN SECOND QUARTER, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

7 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

7 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN THIRD QUARTER, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

10 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

10 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

7 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

7 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


MOST POINTS SCORED IN FOURTH QUARTER, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

24 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

16 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

14 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST POINTS SCORED IN ANY QUARTER, 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

24 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4th quarter) 

16 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4th quarter) 

14 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (1st quarter) 

14 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (1st quarter) 

14 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4th quarter) 
MOST YARDS SCORING DRIVE (TOUCHDOWN), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

97 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 plays) 

MOST PLAYS IN SCORING DRIVE (TOUCHDOWN), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

12 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (75 yards) 

11 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (75 yards) 

10 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (97 yards) 

9 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (60 yards) 

LONGEST SCORING DRIVE (TOUCHDOWN), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

6:39 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (12 plays, 75 yards) 
4:13 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (9 plays, 76 yards) 
3:38 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (9 plays, 60 yards) 
3:33 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (8 plays, 75 yards) 
3:16 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 plays, 97 yards) 
MOST YARDS SCORING DRIVE (FIELD GOAL), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

66 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (12 plays) 

64 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (8 plays) 

MOST PLAYS IN SCORING DRIVE (FIELD GOAL), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

12 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (66 yards) 
LONGEST SCORING DRIVE (FIELD GOAL), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

4:01 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (12 plays, 66 yards) 
MOST FIRST DOWNS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

31 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

28 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST FIRST DOWNS RUSHING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
18 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST FIRST DOWNS PASSING, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
20 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

13 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST FIRST DOWNS BY PENALTY, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
2 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST PUNTS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

7 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7-297, 42.4 average) 

6 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (6-265, 44.2 average) 

6 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (6-240, 40.0 average) 
HIGHEST PUNTING AVERAGE (MIN. 2 PUNTS), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

44.2 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (6-265 yards) 

42.4 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7-297 yards) 

42.0 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (3-126 yards) 
MOST PUNT RETURNS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

3 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (3-32 yards) 

2 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2-22 yards) 

80 Alabama vs. Michigan State, Cotton, Dec. 31, 2015 (5 attempts) 

16 Michigan State vs. Alabama, Cotton, Dec. 31, 2015 (3 attempts) 
MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
32 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (3 attempts) 

22 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 attempts) 

12 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (1 attempt) 

HIGHEST PUNT RETURN AVERAGE (MIN. 2 ATTEMPTS), 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

11.0 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2-22 yards) 

10.7 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (3-32 yards) 
MOST KICKOFF RETURNS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

5 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5-196 yards) 

4 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4-52 yards) 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RECORDS 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
196 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5-196, 39.2 average) 
68 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3-68, 22.7 average) 

52 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4-52, 13.0 average) 
HIGHEST KICKOFF RETURN AVERAGE (MIN. 2 RETURNS), 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

39.2 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5-196 yards) 

22.7 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3-68 yards) 

13.0 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4-52 yards) 
MOST FUMBLES, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

3 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

2 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

MOST FUMBLES LOST, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

3 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

MOST PENALTIES, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

10 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10-76 yards) 

5 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (5-30 yards) 

MOST PENALTY YARDS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

76 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 penalties) 


DEFENSIVE RECORDS 

TOTAL TACKLES, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

11 Geno Matias-Smith, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (11 solo) 
11 T.J. Green, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (6 solo, 5 assist) 
SOLO TACKLES, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

11 Geno Matias-Smith, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (11 total) 
10 B.J. Goodson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (10 total) 

8 Reuben Foster, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (9 total) 

7 Reggie Daniels, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (9 total) 
7 Kevin Dodd, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7 total) 
ASSISTED TACKLES, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

5 T.J. Green, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (11 total) 
QUARTERBACK SACKS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

3 Kevin Dodd, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Rashaan Evans, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

2 Shaq Lawson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

TEAM QUARTERBACK SACKS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

5 Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (31 yards) 

2 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (6 yards) 

2 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (14 yards) 

FUMBLES RECOVERED, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

3 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (O yards) 

FUMBLES FORCED, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

2 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

INTERCEPTIONS MADE, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

1 held by three different players 

INTERCEPTIONS MADE-TEAM, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

1 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

1 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

1 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

INTERCEPTION RETURN YARDAGE, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
8 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

PASSES BROKEN UP, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

7 Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

3 Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 

1 Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 
ATTENDANCE 

85,689 NCG 

Ohio State 42, Oregon 20 
January 12, 2015 

75,765 NCG 

Alabama 45, Clemson 40 
January 11, 2016 

GAME LENGTH 

3:45 NCG 

Alabama vs. Clemson 
January 11, 2016 

3:37 NCG 

Ohio State vs. Oregon 
January 12, 2015 
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Passionate supporters of 
environmental sustainability 
for generations of champions. 


ay An if 


Gerdau, the largest recycler in the Americas, is proud to have a home 
in Tampa Bay that supports steelmaking operations throughout the 
U.S. We aim to manufacture steel as cleanly as possible, transforming 
recycled material into steel products that are used in iconic projects, 
from landmark bridges to skyscrapers to professional football stadiums. 


Go GERDAU 
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JERSEY REQUIREMENTS 


FRONT VIEW BACK VIEW 
Not more than Permissible insignias/logos 
1-inch-wide may not exceed 16 square Player’s 


border inches in area. name only 


Numbers 1-99 ict 
(cannot be 
preceded by 0). 
Must be in a color 
in distinct contrast 


to jersey color.* 


Name of 
institution 


Side stripe not 
more than 4" wide 
(from underarm 
to pants top) 
is permitted. 


* Numbering rules are intended to provide a clearly visible number for a variety of 
groups (e.g., coaches, media, fans, etc.). Therefore, numbers must be designed 
to be clearly visible from a press box in a variety of weather and lighting conditions. 
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WHERE 
LEGENDS 
ARE MADE 


Legends have been made in our academic halls, on our athletic fields and 
courts, and in our endeavors to shape a better world through our teaching, 
research and service. 


Our legends wear many names — Inventor. Entrepreneur. Best-selling Author. 
Pioneer. CEO. National Champion. 


They earn prestigious honors — Pulitzer Prizes. Heisman Trophies. Emmy 
Awards. Golden Globes. Medals of Honor. Super Bowl Rings. Olympic Medals. 


We know a lot about legends. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA® 


UA.EDU/LEGENDS 


Laserfiche 


YOUR BUSINESS 
PLAYBOOK 


Take your business paperless, securely manage records and 
accelerate operations in the digital world. Laserfiche software . 
gets work done faster — ayes BAY WETS 


Empower your team at 
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